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Establishing the Prison Medical Services Program within the Departmentof

Corrections.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
Thisactshall be knownandmaybe citedas thePrisonMedical Services

Act.
Section2. Definitions.

The following wordsand phraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthecontext clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Department.” TheDepartmentof Correctionsof the Commonwealth.
“Program.” ThePrisonMedicalServicesProgramestablishedfor inmates

undersection 3 of this act.
Section3. Medical servicesprogram.

(a) Establishment.—ThePrisonMedicalServicesProgramis established
in the Departmentof Correctionswhich shallinclude, but not belimited to,
the provisionsof this act. This programshall be a copayprogram requiring
inmatesto payafee to cover a portionof the actualcostsof the medical
servicesprovided.

(b) Fees,—Thedepartmentshall developby regulationa program for
inmateswhich includesfees for certainmedical services.The regulations
shall provide for consistentmedical servicesguidelinesby specifying the
medical services which are subject to fees, the fee amounts, payment
procedures,medicalserviceswhicharenot subjectto feesandfeesapplicable
to medicalemergencies,chroniccareandpreexistingconditions.In addition
to othermedicalservicesprovidedto the inmate,an inmatemay berequired
to pay a fee for medical servicesprovidedbecauseof injuries the inmate
inflicted upon himselfor anotherinmate.

(c) Explanationofprogram.—Eachinmateshallbeadvisedof themedical
servicesfeesandpaymentproceduresat thetime of intake.An explanation
of the programregulationsshall beincludedin the inmatehandbook.

(d) Written noticeof changes.—Eachinmateshall receivewritten notice
of any changesin medical servicesfees andpaymentproceduresand an
initial written noticeof the program’simplementation.

(e) Ability to pay.—Noinmateshallbedeniedaccesstomedicalservices
becauseof an inability to pay the requiredfees.
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(1) Feedebits.—Aninmateshallacknowledgein writing any debit made
to his inmateaccountfor a medicalservicesfee.

(g) Deposits.—Medicalservicesfees collectedunder this act shall be
depositedin theGeneralFund.
Section4. Powers and duties of department.

The departmentshall implementthe programby:
(1) Issuingregulationsas requiredundersection 3.
(2) Providing departmentstaff and medical services providers with

training relating to the program.
(3) Developing administrative forms for the implementation of the

program.
(4) Providing for administrativeand accounting procedures for the

programand an annual audit of the program.
(5) Providing written notice to all current inmates regarding

implementation of the program.
Section 5. Costsoutstanding upon release.

The department may seek to recover any amount owed for medical
servicesfeesby an inmateuponreleasefrom prison through a civil action
broughtwithin one yearof the inmate’s release. The departmentshall have
theburdento prove the amount owed. Inability to payas determined by the
court shall be a defenseto the payment of part or all of the fees.
Section 6. Report to General Assembly.

The department shall submit to the chairmen and minority chairmen of the
AppropriationsCommitteeandthe Judiciary Committeeof the Senateand the
chairmenandminority chairmenof the Appropriations Committee and the
JudiciaryCommitteeof theHouseof Representativesan annualreporton the
PrisonMedical ServicesProgramestablishedunderthisact.The report shall
provide information on the fees chargedand the fees collectedunder the
programandshall includea summaryof the annual audit of the program as
requiredundersection4. The reportmayrecommendlegislativechangesfor
theprogramandproposemodel legislationfor countieswhich may wish to
developsimilar programs.
Section7. Applicability.

The departmentshall collect fees for medical servicesprovided to an
inmateafter the effectivedateof the program regulationsaspublished in the
PennsylvaniaBulletin.
Section8. Effectivedate.

Thisact shall takeeffect immediately.

APPRovED—The16th day of May, A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


