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No. 1996-85

AN ACT

HB 1977

Providing for certainhealth insurancebenefitsto aid the health andwell-being of
mother and child following the birth of achild; andprohibiting certainpractices
by insurers.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short title.
This actshall be known andmay be citedas theHealthSecurityAct.

Section2. Definitions.
The following wordsand phraseswhen usedin this actshall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthecontextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Health insurancepolicy.” Any individual or group health insurance
policy, contract or plan whichprovidesmedicalor healthcare coverageby
any health care facility or licensed health care provider on an expense-
incurredservice or prepaidbasis andwhich is offered by or is governed
underany of thefollowing:

Act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known as The Insurance
CompanyLaw of 1921.

Subarticle(1) of Article IV of theact of June 13, 1967(P.L.31,No.21),
known as thePublic Welfare Code.

Act of December29, 1972 (P.L,1701,No.364),known as the Health
MaintenanceOrganizationAct.

Act of May 18, 1976 (P.L.123, No.54), known as the Individual
AccidentandSicknessInsuranceMinimum StandardsAct.

Act of December14, 1992 (P.L.835,No.134),known as theFraternal
Benefit SocietiesCode.

A nonprofit corporationsubject to 40 Pa.C.S.Chs. 61 (relating to
hospitalplancorporations)and63 (relatingto professionalhealthservices
plan corporations).
“Insurer.” Any entity that issuesanindividualor grouphealthinsurance

policy, contractor plan describedunder the definition of “health insurance
policy” in this section.
Section3. Postpartumcoveragestandards.

(a) Generalrule.—Everyhealthinsurancepolicy that providesmaternity
benefitsandis delivered,issued,executedor renewedin thisCommonwealth
on or after the effective date of this act shall provide coveragefor a
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minimum of 48 hoursof inpatientcarefollowing normal vaginaldeliveryand
96 hoursof inpatientcarefollowing Caesareandelivery.

(b) Otherlengthsof stay.—Inaddition to thecoveragein subsection(a),
a healthinsurancepolicy may alsoprovidefor ashorterlengthof stay,but
only if the treating or attendingphysician determinesthat the motherand
newbornmeetmedicalcriteria forsafedischargecontainedwithin guidelines
developedby or in cooperationwith treating physicianswhich recognize
treatmentstandards,including thoseof the AmericanAcademyof Pediatrics
andtheAmericanCollegeof ObstetriciansandGynecologists,thatdetermine
appropriatelengthof staybasedupon, but not limited to, the following: the
evaluationof the antepartum,intrapartum and postpartumcourseof the
motherand infant; the gestationalstage,birth weightandclinical condition
of the infant; the demonstratedability of the mother to care for the infant
postdischarge;and the availability of the postdischargefollow-up care to
verify thecondition of theinfantandmotherwithin 48 hoursafterdischarge.

(c) Homehealthcarevisits.—The healthinsurancepolicy shall provide
coveragefor at least one home health care visit within 48 hours after
dischargewhendischargeoccursprior to thetimessetforth in subsection(a).
Suchvisits shall be madeby a licensedhealthcareproviderwhosescopeof
practiceincludes postpartumcare. Home health care visits shall include
parenteducation,assistanceandtraining in breastandbottle feeding,infant
screeningand clinical testsandthe performanceof any necessarymaternal
andneonatalphysicalassessments.At themother’ssolediscretion,anyvisits
may occur at thefacility of the provider.The healthinsurancepolicy shall
not includeany copayment,coinsuranceor deductibleamountfor any post
partumhomehealthcare visits.
Section 4. Refusalto contractor compensate.

An insurershall not refuseto contractwith or compensatefor covered
servicesan otherwiseeligible provider or nonparticipatingprovider solely
becausetheproviderhasin goodfaith communicatedwith oneor moreof his
current, former or prospectivepatientsregarding the provisions,terms or
requirementsof the insurer’s products as they relate to the needs of the
provider’s patients.
Section5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The2nd day of July, A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


