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No. 1996-88

AN ACT

HB 2002

Amendingtheactof June26, 1931 (P.L.1379,No.348),entitled,asamended,“An act
creatingin countiesof thesecondA andthird classaboardfor theassessmentand
revisionof taxes;providing for the appointmentof the membersof suchboardby
the county commissioners;providing for their salaries,payableby the county;
abolishing existing boards; defining the powers and duties of such board;
regulating the assessmentof persons, property, and occupationsfor county,
borough,town, township,school,andpoorpurposes;authorizingthe appointment
of subordinateassessors,a solicitor, engineers,andclerks;providing for their
compensation,payableby suchcounties;abolishingthe office of ward, borough,
and townshipassessors,so far as themaking of assessmentsand valuationsfor
taxation is concerned;and providing for the acceptanceof this act by cities,”
providingfor auxiliaryappealboardsin countiesof thesecondclassA; andfurther
providing for rules andregulations.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the actof June 26, 1931 (P.L.1379,No.348),
referredto as the Third ClassCounty AssessmentBoard Law, amended
December14, 1967 (P.L.851,No.373) andNovember19, 1968 (P.L.1073,
No.327), is amendedto read:

Section 1. [Beit enacted,&c., Thatin] (a) In all countiesof thesecond
A and third classin this Commonwealth,thereis herebycreateda board,to
beknown asthe Boardof AssessmentAppeals,which shall becomposedof
threemembers.The membersof saidboardshallbeappointedby the county
commissionersof such counties to serve for terms of four years each.
Vacancieshappeningin saidoffice shall be filled by appointmentby the
countycommissionersfor theunexpiredterms.Thesalaryof the membersof
saidboard shall be fixed by the salaryboardof thecounty.

[The terms of office of any personsnow actingas membersof any
suchboardfor the assessmentandrevisionof taxesin anysuchcounty
of thethird classshaHceaseandterminate,andthe dutiesandtermsof
the borough,ward,and township assessorsin such counties,so far as
assessmentsfor taxationareconcerned,shall ceaseandterminateupon
the passageand approvalof this actby the Governor.]

(b) In conjunctionwith a countywiderevisionofassessmentsinvolving
either a change in the established predetermined ratio or revaluing the
properties and applying the predeterminedratio, the county commissioners
ofa countyof the secondclassA may createuptofourtemporaryauxiliary
appeal boards, each to beknownas an auxiliary appeal board. Thecounty
commissionersshall establishthe term ofexistenceforan auxiliaryappeal
board not to exceed eighteen months. An auxiliary appeal board shall be
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composed of three members who shall be appointed by the county
commissioners to serve for the time that the auxiliary appeal board is in
existence. Members of an auxiliary appeal board shall be competent and
qualified residents of the county. Vacancies on an auxiliary appeal board
shall befilled by appointment by the county commissionersfor the duration
of the auxiliary appeal board’s existence. Any salary of members of an
auxiliary appeal board shall befixed by the salary board of the~co~snty.Tke
authority of an auxiliary appeal board shall be limited to hearing and
determining appealsfrom assessments in accordance with the provisionsof
this act and the rules and regulations established pursuant to section 5.
After one or snore auxiliary appeal boards have been established in
accordance with this section, additional auxiliary appeal boards may be
established only in conjunction with a succeeding countywide revision of
assessments.

Section2. The definition of “board” in section 1.1 of the act, added
December 13, 1982 (P.L.1165, No.269), is amendedand the section is
amendedby addinga definition to read:

Section 1.1. The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin thisactshall
have, unlessthe context clearlyindicatesotherwise,the meaningsgiven to
them in this section:

“Auxiliary appeal board.” An auxiliary board ofassessment appeals in
counties of the second class A created in accordance with subsection (b) of
section 1.

“Board.” The boardof assessmentappealsin countiesof thesecondA
andthird class.The term “board,” when used in conjunction with hearing
and determining appeals from assessments, shall include an auxiliary
appeal board, subject to the rules and regulations establishedpursuant to
section 5.

Section 3. Section 5 of the act, amendedMay 26, 1949 (P.L.1848,
No.550), is amendedto read:

Section 5. [The said] (a) With regard to subordinate assessors, the
boardmay:

(1) prescriberules and regulationsfor [the] their conduct [of said
subordinateassessors,];

(2) determinewhen preceptsshall be issuedto themE,] andwhen they
shall makereturns~to saidboard.

(b) In counties of the second class A, subject to the approval of the
county commissioners, the boardmay adopt, amend, alter and:escind rules
and regulationsfor the administration of, and the conduct of business and
proceedings for, itself and for auxiliary appeal boards. The rules and
regulations may require a witnessproviding testimony at a hearing relative
to any aspect of the value of the real estate which is the subject of the
assessment or reassessment appeal to disclose, under oath, whether any
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compensation paid for the testimony is contingent on the result obtained.
The rules and regulations shall be in writing and shall be a public record
open to examination, inspection and copying in accordance with the actof
June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.212),referred to as the Right-to-Know Law.

Section4. This actshall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPR0vED—The2nd day of July, A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


