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No, 1996-106

AN ACT

HB100

Providing for a Pennsylvania Business ResourceCenter within the Department of
Commerce; and creating the PennsylvaniaBusiness Resource Center Advisory
Board.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known andmay be cited as the PennsylvaniaBusiness

ResourceCenterAct.
Section 2. Intentandpurpose.

It is the intentof this act andits purposeshallbe:
(1) To create a partnershipof State government,private industry,

organizedlabor andhighereducationto enhancebusinessdevelopmentin
this Commonwealth.

(2) To provide for the collection and coordination of all relevant
informationregardingthelocation,developmentandexpansionof-business
and industiy in this Commonwealthand to provide for the innovative
display of this informationto businessesandindustries.

(3) To provideacentralized,multimediafacility for businessestomeet
with representativesof the Commonwealthandthe utility, transportation
and other companieswho would provide servicesto them should the
businesseslocate in this Commonwealth.

(4) To provideone-stopservicesto assistbusinessesin identifying and
securingappropriatepermitsneededto establishandoperatea business.

(5) To provide for the compilationof a comprehensivelisting of all
permitsrequiredby Commonwealthagenciesandcategorizetherequired
permitsinto acomprehensivehandbookthat is readilyavailabletopersons
establishinga smallbusiness.

(6) To providefor thefacilitation of contactsfor anapplicantwith the
Commonwealthagencyresponsiblefor thereviewof therespectivepermit
applications.

Section3. Definitions.
The following wordsand phraseswhen used in this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Board.” The PennsylvaniaBusinessResourceCenter Advisory Board.
“Center.” The PennsylvaniaBusinessResourceCenter.
“Department.” The Departmentof Commerceof the Commonwealth.
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Section 4. The PennsylvaniaBusinessResourceCenter.
(a) Establishment.—ThePennsylvania Business ResourceCenter is

establishedwithin the Departmentof Commerce.
(b) Coordination.—The department shall coordinate with other

governmentalentities,businesses,economicdevelopmentorganizationsand
academicinstitutionsto developabusinessresourcecenter.

(c) Contribution.—Thecenter is authorized to accept contributions,
including money,tangibleandintangiblepropertyandotheritemsof value,
from other governmental entities, businesses,economic development
organizationsand charitable and academicinstitutions for the purposeof
building andoperatingabusinessresourcecenter.

(d) Contract.—Thedepartmentmay contract,directlyor throughanother
entity, for thedevelopmentandoperation.in wholeor in part,of thecenter.
Section 5. PennsylvaniaBusinessResourceCenterAdvisory Board.

(a) Establishment.—Thereisherebyestablishedwithin thedepartmentan
advisory board known as the PennsylvaniaBusiness ResourceCenter
Advisory Board.

(b) Membership.—Theboard shall consistof 16 membersas follows:
(1) The Secretaryof Commerceor his designee.
(2) One memberappointedby the Majority Leaderof the Senate.
(3) One memberappointedby the Minority Leaderof theSenate.
(4) One memberappointedby the Majority Leaderof the House of

Representatives.
(5) One memberappointedby the Minority Leaderof theHouseof

Representatives.
(6) Two membersappointedby the Governor representinghigher

education.
(7) Two membersappointedby theGovernorrepresentingbusinessor

industry.
(8) Two membersappointedby the Governorrepresentingeconomic

developmentorganizations.
(9) Two membersappointedby theGovernorrepresentingorganized

labor.
(10) Onemember,appointedby theGovernor,whoshallbeapresident

of a community college which has strong technicaland occupational
programs.

(11) Two at-largemembersappointedby theGovernor.
(c) Chairperson.—TheSecretaryof Commerceor hisdesigneeshall-serve

as the chairperson.The board may elect additional officers as it deems
necessary.

(d) Terms.—Membersshall servewithout compensationat the pleasure
of therespectiveappointingauthority.

(e) Expenses.—Themembersof the board shall receiveno salary but
shall be reimbursedfor reasonableandnecessaryexpensesincurredin the
performanceof their duties.
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Section 6. Powersanddutiesof board.
Theboardshall havethepowerandits duty shall be:

(1) To advisetheGovernorandGeneralAssemblyon waysto promote
this Commonwealthas a location for the expansionof businessand
industry.

(2) To provideastate-of-the-artinformation andcomputersystemto
supply businesseswith all relevantinformation regardingavailablesites
andotherrelevantbusinessinformationrelating to abusinessfacility and
a suitable environmentfor meetingand presentingthe information to
businessrepresentatives.

(3) To makerecommendationsto the Governoron the organization,
ownershipand managementof the center,to includepublic andprivate
financingand participation,future compositionand statusof the board,
potential sites for the center, computer systems, consultants, staff,
contractorsand otherservicesneededto establishthe businessresource
center.

(4) To gatherinformation, issue reports,developmarketingmaterial
and perform other activities as neededto carry out the missionof the
centerandthe purposesof thisact.

(5) To monitor the successof the center in attracting prospective
businessesto this Commonwealth.

(6) To solicit funds from the private sector for the purposesof
renovation,constructionor operationof thecenter.

(7) To makea budgetrecommendationto the Governor.
Section7. Report.

Before April 1, 1997, the board shall presentto the Governorand the
GeneralAssemblyareportof its findingsandrecommendationsregardingthe
establishmentandoperationof the PennsylvaniaBusinessResourceCenter,
to includearecommendationasto whethertheboardshouldbecomeaprivate
corporatebody.
Section 8. Expiration.

The Pennsylvania Business ResourceCenter Advisory Board and
PennsylvaniaBusinessResourceCentershallexpireonJune30, 1997,unless
continuedby the GeneralAssembly.
Section 9. Effective date.

Thisact shall take effectin 30 days.

APPRovED—The11th day of July, A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


