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No. 1996-112

AN ACT

HB 1415

Requiring reimbursementby insurersfor certain servicesperformedby a hospital
emergencyfacility.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Definitions.
The following wordsand phraseswhen used in this actshall havethe

meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Insurer.” The term means:
(1) Any insurance company, associationor reciprocal, nonprofit

hospitalplan corporation.
(2) A nonprofit professionalhealthserviceplan.
(3) A healthmaintenanceorganizationorganizedandregulatedunder

the act of December29, 1972 (P.L.l701,No.364),knownas the Health
MaintenanceOrganizationAct.

(4) A risk-assumingpreferredprovider organizationorganizedand
regulatedunderthe actof May 17, 1921 (P.L.682,No.284),knownasThe
InsuranceCompanyLaw of 1921.

(5) A preferredproviderwith ahealthmanagementgatekeeperrole for
primary care physiciansorganizedand regulatedas a health services
corporationor a preferredprovider organizationsubjectto theprovisions
of section630 of The InsuranceCompanyLaw of 1921.

(6) A fraternalbenefit society subjectto the provisionsof theact of
December14, 1992 (P.L.835,No.134), known as the FraternalBenefit
SocietiesCode.
“Medical emergency.” A medical condition with acute symptomsof

severityor severepain for which:
(1) care is soughtas soon as possible after the medical condition

becomesevidentto the patientor thepatient’sparentor guardian;and
(2) the absenceof immediatemedicalattention couldresult in:

(i) placing healthin seriousjeopardy;
(ii) serious impairmentto bodily functions;
(iii) seriousdysfunctionof any body part;or
(iv) otherseriousmedicalconsequences.

Section 2. Reimbursement.
(a) Requirement.—Aninsurershallreimburseaninsuredor providerfor

medically necessaryservices that are provided in a hospital emergency
facility dueto amedicalemergency.
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(b) Information.—A hospital emergencyfacility shall provide to an
insurer, with any claim for reimbursementof services,informationon the
presentingsymptomsof the insuredas well asthe servicesprovided.

(c) Factorsconsidered.—Aninsurer shall considerboth the presenting
symptomsandtheservicesprovidedin processingaclaim forreimbursement
of emergencyservices.
Section 3. Effective date.

This actshall take effect in 180days.

APPROVED—The 11th day of July, A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


