
1476 Act 1996-189 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 1996-189

AN ACT

HB 2703

Amendingthe actof December5, 1936 (2ndSp.Sess.,1937P.L.2897,No.1),entitled
“An actestablishingasystemof unemploymentcompensationto beadministered
by the Departmentof Labor and Industry and its existing and newly created
agencieswith personnel(with certainexceptions)selectedonacivil servicebasis;
requiringemployersto keeprecordsandmakereports, andcertainemployersto
pay contributions basedon payrolls to provide moneys for the paymentof
compensation to certain unemployed persons; providing procedure and
administrative details for the determination,payment and collection of such
contributionsandthe paymentof suchcompensation;providing for cooperation
with theFederalGovernmentandits agencies;creatingcertainspecialfundsin the
custodyof the StateTreasurer;andprescribingpenalties,”further providing for
definitions, for determinationof contribution rates and for employerreserve
accounts.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section4 of theactof December5, 1936 (2ndSp.Sess.,1937
P.L.2897, No.!), kitown as the UnemploymentCompensationLaw, is
amendedby addinga subsectionto read:

Section4. Definitions.—Thefollowing wordsandphrases,asusedin this
act, shall have the following meanings,unlessthe contextclearly requires
otherwise.

***

(Ii.1) “Disaster” meansa fire, flood or other physical occurrence,
beyondthe employer’scontrol, causednaturally or accidentally.

Section2. Section302(a)of theactis amendedby addingaparagraphto
read:

Section 302, Establishmentand Maintenanceof Employer’s Reserve
Accounts.—Thedepartmentshall establishandmaintainfor eachemployer
aseparateemployer’s reserveaccountin the following manner:

(a) * * *

(2.1) Notwithstandingtheprovisionsofparagraph(1) ofthissubsection,
if the departmentfinds that an individual was separatedfrom his most
recentwork for such employerdue to a cessationof businessof eighteen
monthsor lesscausedby a disaster,compensationpaid to suchindividual
with respectto any weekof unemploymentoccurring subsequentto such
separationshallnot bechargedto the accountofsuchemployer;provided,
such employerhasfiled a notice with thedepartmentin accordancewith
its rules andregulations and within the lime limits prescribedtherein.
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Section3. This actshall apply to disasterswhich occuron or after the
effectivedateof thisact.

Section4, This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The19th day of December,A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


