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Directing the Insurance Commissionerto establishandadminister a flood insurance
education andinformation program.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Flood Insurance

Education and Information Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The General Assembly finds and declaresas follows:
(1) Flooding of large areasof this Commonwealth like that which

occurred during the winter of 1996destroys private andpublic property,
adverselyaffectsmeansof livelihoodand economicresources-and-disrupts
commerce,communication, utility andgovernmental services.

(2) Damageto property causedby flooding is ordinarily excludedfrom
coverageunder standardhomeowners insurance policies and must be
purchasedseparately.

(3) Flood insurance coveragemay be purchasedfor any insurable
property,even if it is not located in a flood plain.

(4) Flood insurance may be purchasedto coveralmostany building
and its contents, including rentalpropertyandcondominiums.

(5) Despite the advantagesof purchasingflood insurance,many
Commonwealthresidentssustainedsignificant property loss during the
floods of 1996becausethey did not haveflood insuranceprotection.

(6) A comprehensiveandcoordinated plan to educateCommonwealth
residents asto the advantagesand availability of flood insurancecoverage
is essentialto ensuring that economiclossessuchas thosesustainedin the
floodsof 1996do not recur.

Section3. Flood insuranceeducation and information.
(a) Program established.—TheInsurance Commissionershall authorize

and establish a flood insurance consumer education plan to encourage
residents of this Commonwealth to purchase and maintain flood insurance
focusingon properties which have sufferedprevious flood damage.Theplan
shall be implemented throughout this Commonwealthandshall includesuch
informationasthe Insurance Commissionerdeemsappropriate,

(b) Annual reports.—No later than March 1 of eachyear, the Insurance
Commissionershall presenta report to the GeneralAssembly detailing the
plan and its implementation andprogress and recommendationsfor further
promotion of the saleof flood insurance.Thereportshall includethenumber
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of Commonwealth residents who have purchasedflood insuranceduring the
precedingyear and comparisonsto prior years.
Section 4. Effective date. -

This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 11th dayof July, A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


