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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR’SOFFICE

HARRISBURG

PROCLAMATION

Byvirtue oftheauthorityvestedin meby Article II, Section4; Article W,
Section12;andArticle ifi, Section12,of theConstitutionof Pennsylvania,I,
ThomasJ.Ridge,GovernoroftheCommonwealthof Pennsylvania,dohereby
convenetheGeneralAssemblyin specialandextraordinarysession,to meet
in theCapitol, at Harrisburg,on Monday,March 11, 1996,at 1:00o’clock
p.m., to considerlegislationuponthefollowing subjects:

(1) Authorizationof debt in theform of an emergencybond issueto
meetFederalrequirementsto receivepublic assistancefundsasdefinedin the
FederalDisasterReliefandEmergencyAssistanceActof 1974(Public Law
93-288,42 U.S.C.§ 5121 etseq.) for therehabilitationor reconstructionof
public andnonprofitfacilitiesdamagedor destroyedby theblizzardof January
1996andtheresultingfloodemergency.Authorizationto useupto 5 percent
of theproceedsof thebondissuefor thecostofrehabilitationorreconstruction
of public and nonprofit facilities not met by the FederalGovernment.
Authorizationof theuse of the proceedsfrom thebond issueto enablethe
Commonwealthto contributeto projectseligible forFederalfloodmitigation
projectsin areasaffectedby theblizzardof January1996 and theresulting
flood emergency.

(2) Legislation and appropriations necessaryto meet Federal
requirementsto receiveindividual assistanceasdefinedin theFederalDisaster
ReliefandEmergencyAssistanceActof 1974(PublicLaw 93-288,42 U.S.C.
§ 5121etseq.)consistentwith Article VIII, Section17, of theConstitutionof
Pennsylvania,using funds from the Rainy Day Fundandthe tax amnesty
program. Legislationto supplementindividual assistanceavailableunder
Federalprograms.

(3) Authorization of municipal tax abatementfor property lost or
damagedas aresult of the blizzardof January1996 andthe resultingflood
emergency.

(4) LegislationamendingthePennsylvaniaEmergencyManagement
Law toconformit to Federallaw, toenhanceearlywarningsystems,to allow
theGovernorto suspendfeesrelatingtodebrisremoval duringadisasterand
toincreasetheamountof fundswhichtheGovernoris authorizedtoreallocate
in theeventof adisaster.

(5) Legislationto enhancetheDepartmentof Transportation’sability
toenterinto contractsin theeventof aFederal-or State-declaredemergency.

(6) Authorizationandfunding for bridges,roadsandhighwaysdueto
theextraordinaryexpensesincurredonaccountof theblizzardof January1996
andtheresultingflood emergency.
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(7) Legislationrequiringthat the InsuranceCommissioneradvertise
theavailability andimportanceof flood insurance.

(8) Authorization for the Commonwealthto participatein Federal
mitigationprojects.

(9) Capitalauthorizationfor flood controlprojects.
(10) Adoption of a resolution urging the Veterans Affairs and

EmergencyPreparednessCommitteein theHouseof Representativesandthe
StateGovernmentCommitteein the Senateto reviewcoordinationbetween
Stateandlocal agenciesduringanemergency.

Givenundermy handandtheSealof the
Governor,at theCity of Harrisburg,this
thirteenth day of Februaryin the yearof our
Lord one thousandnine hundredand ninety-
six, andof theCommonwealththetwo
hundredandtwentieth.

THOMAS J. RIDGE
Governor

BY TI-lB GOVERNOR:

YvetteKane
Secretaryof theCommonwealth


