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No. 1997-4

AN ACT

SB 168

Amendingtheactof June26, 1931 (P.L.1379,No.348),entitled,asamended,“An act
creatingin countiesof thesecondA andthird classaboardfor theassessmentand
revisionof taxes;providing for theappointmentof themembersof suchboardby
the county commissioners;providing for their salaries,payableby the county;
abolishing existing boards; defining the powers and duties of such board;
regulating the assessmentof persons,property, and occupationsfor county,
borough,town, township,school,andpoorpurposes;authorizingthe appointment
of subordinateassessors,a solicitor, engineers,and clerks;providing for their
compensation.payableby suchcounties;abolishingthe office of ward, borough,
and townshipassessors,so far as the making of assessmentsand valuationsfor
taxationis concerned;and providing for the acceptanceof this act by cities,”
providing for auxiliaryboardsand for alternatemembers;further providing for
rulesandregulations;providing for correctionof errors;andfurtherproviding for
assessmentappeals.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the actof June 26, 1931 (P.L.1379,No.348),
referredto asthe Third ClassCountyAssessmentBoardLaw, amendedJuly
2, 1996 (P.L.522,No.88), is amendedto read:

Section 1. (a) In all countiesof the secondA and third class in this
Commonwealth,thereis herebycreateda board,to be known as the Board
of AssessmentAppeals,which shall be composedof threemembers.The
membersof saidboardshall be appointedby the county commissionersof
suchcountiesto servefor termsof four yearseach.Vacancieshappeningin
saidoffice shallbefilled by appointmentby thecountycommissionersfor the
unexpiredterms. Thesalaryof themembersof saidboardshallbe fixed by
the salaryboardof the county.

(b) In conjunctionwith a countywiderevision of assessmentsinvolving
either a changein the establishedpredeterminedratio or revaluing the
propertiesandapplyingthepredeterminedratio,thecountycommissioners[of
a countyof thesecondclassA] may createup to four temporaryauxiliary
appealboards,eachto be known as an auxiliary appealboard.The county
commissionersshall establishthe term of existencefor an auxiliary appeal
board not to exceedeighteenmonths.An auxiliary appealboard shall be
composedof three members who shall be appointed by the county
commissionersto serve for the time that the auxiliary appealboard is in
existence.Membersof an auxiliary appealboard shall be competentand
qualifiedresidentsof thecounty.Vacanciesonanauxiliary appealboardshall
be filled by appointmentby thecountycommissionersfor thedurationof the
auxiliaryappealboard’sexistence,butthe unavailability ofa memberof the
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boardfor a scheduledhearing for which an alternate membermay be
appointedin accordancewith subsection(c) shall not be considereda
vacancyon the board. Any salaryof membersof an auxiliary appealboard
shallbefixed by thesalaryboardof thecounty.Theauthorityof anauxiliary
appealboard shall be limited to hearing and determining appealsfrom
assessmentsin accordancewith the provisionsof this actand therules and
regulationsestablishedpursuantto section 5. After oneor moreauxiliary
appeal boards have been establishedin accordancewith this section,
additionalauxiliary appealboardsmay be establishedonly in conjunction
with a succeedingcountywiderevision of assessments.

(c) In addition to the appointmentof three membersto each auxiliary
appeal board created in accordance with subsection (b), the county
commissionersmayappointno more than eightalternatemembers,eacliof
whommayserveasdirected by the board of assessmentappealson any
auxiliary appealboard in the eventthat a memberof an auxiliary appeal
board is unavailablefor a scheduledhearing by reason of being absent,
having a conflict or being disqual~fied.Alternate membersshall be
appointedfor the samelength of time as any auxiliary appealboard is in
existence.Any salary of alternate membersshall be fixed by the salary
board of the county when serving on an auxiliary appealboard. An
alternate membershall have the sameauthority asa memberappointed
under subsection(b) to participate in the hearing and determination of
appealsfrom assessmentsafter a countywiderevision of assessments.

Section2. Thedefinitionof “auxiliary appealboard” in section1.1 of the
act, addedJuly 2, 1996 (P.L.522,No.88), is amendedto read:

Section 1.1. The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin this actshall
have,unlessthe contextclearly indicatesotherwise,the meaningsgiven to
them in this section:

“Auxiliary appealboard.” An auxiliary boardof assessmentappeals[in
countiesof thesecondclassA] createdin accordancewith subsection(b) of
section1.

Section3. Section5 of the act,amendedJuly 2, 1996 (P.L.522,No.88),
is amendedto read:

Section5. (a) With regardto subordinateassessors,the boardmay:
(1) prescriberules andregulationsfor their conduct;
(2) determinewhenpreceptsshallbeissuedto themandwhenthey shall

makereturnsto saidboard.
(b) [In countiesof thesecondclassA, subject]Subjectto theapproval

of thecountycommissioners,theboardmayadopt,amend,alter andrescind
rulesandregulationsfor theadministrationof, and theconductof business
andproceedingsfor, itself and for auxiliary appealboards.The rules and
regulationsmay requirea witnessproviding testimonyat ahearingrelative
to any aspectof the value of the real estatewhich is the subjectof the
assessmentor reassessmentappeal to disclose,under oath, whetherany
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compensationpaidfor thetestimonyis contingenton theresultobtained.The
rulesandregulationsshall be in writing andshallbeapublic recordopento
examination,inspectionandcopying in accordancewith theactof June21,
1957 (P.L.390,No.212),referredto as theRight-to-Know Law.

Section4. Section7.2of theact,addedJuly 2, 1996(P.L.525,No.89),is
amendedto read:

Section7.2. [In countiesof thesecondclassA, in] In conjunctionwith
a countywide revision of assessmentsinvolving either a change in the
establishedpredeterminedratio or revaluingthe propertiesandapplying the
establishedpredeterminedratio, a designeeof the board may meet with
propertyownersto review proposedassessmentsandcorrecterrorsprior to
the completionof the final assessmentroll.

Section5. Section 8(c)oftheact,amendedJuly 2, 1996(P.L.527,No.90),
is amendedto read:

Section8. * * *

(c) Any personaggrievedby any assessment,whetheror not the value
thereofshall havebeenchangedsincethe precedingannualassessment,or
any taxing district having an interest therein,may appealto the boardfor
relief.Anypersonor suchtaxingdistrict desiringto makeanappealshall,on
or beforethefirst dayof September,file with theboardan appeal,in writing,
settingforth:

(1) Theassessmentor assessmentsby which suchpersonfeelsaggrieved;
(2) Theaddressto whichtheboardshallmail noticeof thetimeandplace

of hearing.
For thepurposeof assessmentappealsunderthisact,theterm “person”shall
include, in addition to that providedby law,agroupof two or morepersons
acting on behalfof aclassof personssimilarly situatedwith regard to the
assessment.For thepurposeof assessmentappealunderthisact,[in counties
of the second class A,] the rules and regulationsadoptedby the board,
pursuantto section5, mayestablishadditionalcriteriafor agmupof two or
more personsto act on behalf of a class, including, but not limited to,
specifyingadateor time by whichanypersondesiringto be amemberof a
classmustfile a written electionwith the board.

***

Section6. This actshall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The22nd day of April, A.D. 1997.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


