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No. 1997-37

AN ACT

HB 711

Amending the act of December 16, 1986 (P.L.1621, No.184), entitled “An act
establishingand imposing powersand dutieson the Office for the Deaf and
HearingImpairedin the Departmentof Labor and Industiy; andestablishingand
providing powersandduties for the AdvisoryCouncil for the Deafand Hearing
Impairedin the Departmentof Labor and Industry,” redesignatingthe Office for
theDeafandHearingImpairedandtheAdvisoryCouncil for theDeafandHearing
Impaired; furtherproviding for expiration;andmakingeditorialchanges.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Thetitle andsections1, 2, 3 and4 of theact of December16,
1986(P.L.1621,No.184).entitled“An actestablishingandimposingpowers
and duties on the Office for the Deaf and Hearing Impaired in the
Departmentof LaborandIndustry;andestablishingandprovidingpowersand
duties for the Advisory Council for the Deaf andHearingImpaired in the
Departmentof Labor andIndustry,”areamendedto read:

AN ACT
Establishingandimposingpowersanddutieson theOffice for the Deafand

Hard of Hearing[Impaired] in the Departmentof Labor and Industry;
andestablishingandprovidingpowersanddutiesfortheAdvisoryCouncil
for theDeafandHard ofHearing[Impaired] in theDepartmentof Labor
andIndustry.

Section 1. Legislative findings.
(a) Acknowledgment.—TheGeneralAssemblyacknowledgesthelack of

coordinationof servicesfor the handicappedin this Commonwealthand
supports the concept of a State Commission for the Handicapped to
coordinate service delivery and to increase access to services for all
handicappedcitizens.The developmentof sucha conceptcurrently is under
legislativestudy.

(b) Immediateneed.—Notwithstandingthesupportof aStateCommission
for theHandicapped,theGeneralAssemblyfinds animmediateneedtocreate
an Office for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing [Impaired] to addressthe
specific needsof this populationbecause:

(1) Public servicesto deafpersons,suchas medicalservices,mental
health services,social services,welfare services,employmentservices,
legal services,etc., areofteninaccessible,fragmentedandof poorquality
dueto communicationbarriers.

(2) Theseproblemscan beaddressedby providing aspecialfocuson
servicesfor thedeafandhardof hearing[impaired] by implementingand-
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coordinatingcommunicationassistance,training, informationandreferral
services for those with hearing handicapsand for those who provide
servicesto the hardof hearing[impaired].

(3) It hasbeenestimatedthat approximately82,000deafand244,000
hardof hearingpersonsresidein Pennsylvania.Since1971,22 stateshave
legislativelyestablishedacommission,office, councilor boardfor thedeaf
andhardof hearing[impaired].
(c) Intent.—It is the intent of the GeneralAssembly that the Advisory

Council for the DeafandHard of Hearing[Impaired]andtheOffice for the
DeafandHard of Hearing [Impaired] establishedpursuantheretobecome
integral units of the State Commission for the Handicappedwhen such
commissionis establishedby the GeneralAssembly.
Section 2. Office established.

(a) Office.—There is establishedwithin the Departmentof Labor and
Industryan Office for the DeafandHard of Hearing [Impaired].

(b) Director.—TheSecretaryof LaborandIndustry,on recommendation
of theAdvisory Councilfor the DeafandHard ofHearing[Impaired],shall
appointaqualified individual as the Directorof the Office for the Deafand
Hard of Hearing[Impaired].The directorshall, in turn, appointsuchother
staff,with theapprovalof theSecretaryof LaborandIndustry,as necessary
to carry out thefunctionsof the office.
Section 3. Powersanddutiesof the office.

TheOffice for theDeafandHard of Hearing[Impaired],with theadvice
of theAdvisoryCouncil for theDeafandHardof Hearing[Impaired], and
as directedby the Secretaryof LaborandIndustry,shall:

(1) Advocateandpromotetheaccessibilitytoall governmentalservices
to deafandhard of hearing[impaired] citizensin this Commonwealth,
including thosewith multiple disabilities.

(2) Advocateandpromotetheestablishmentof adirectoryofagencies~
both publicandprivate,which providecommunityservices,evaluatethe
extentto whichthey makeservicesavailableto deafandhard of hearing
[impaired] people,andcooperatewith theagenciesin coordinatingand
extendingtheseservices.

(3) Advocateandpromotetheestablishmentof regionalservicecenters
for the deafandhard of hearing[impaired].

(4) Advocate and promote the mutual exchangeof ideas and
informationon servicesfor deafand hardof hearing[impaired] people
among Federal, Stale and local governmental agenciesand private
organizations.

(5) Advocateandpromotetheuseof qualified interpretersfor thedeaf
andhard of hearingf impaired].

(6) Collect, systematize and make available for other agencies
informationin regard to deafpersonsandotherpersonswho are hard of
[impaired] hearingin this Commonwealth,including their numbersand
characteristics,such as the nature,causesand severity of their hearina
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losses, their educationaland economicstatus,and any other relevant
information.

(7) Maintain a listing of persons qualified in various types of
interpretingfor deafand hard of hearing[impaired] personsand make
this informationavailableto local, State,Federalandprivateagencies.

(8) Act as a sourceof information for the deafandhardof hearing
[impaired] to Stateagenciesandpublic institutionsproviding servicesto
the deaf and hard of hearing [impaired] and to local agenciesand
programs.

(9) TheOffice for theDeafandHardof Hearing[Impaired] shallact
as an advocatefor andpromote the interestsof the deafandhard of
hearing [impairedi before any department,division, board, bureau,
commission or agency of the Commonwealth, or of any political
subdivisionthereof,asmight be neededto enableit to properlycarry out
its activitiesunderthis section.

(10) Performthedutiesandresponsibilitiesoutlinedin thissectiononly
to theextentthat they do not conflict with or duplicateservicescurrently
providedby theOffice of VocationalRehabilitation.

Section4. Establishmentof regionalservicecenters.
(a) Planfor regionalservices.—Withintwo yearsof theeffectivedateof

this act, the Director of the Office for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
[Impaired]shall,basedon recommendationsby theAdvisoryCouncilfor the
Deafand Hard of Hearing [Impaired],developa plan for implementing
regionalservicesfor thehan! of hearing[impaired] in accordancewith the
guidelinesexpressedin this section.

(b) Purposeof regionaloffices.—Thepurposeof theregionalofficesfor
the hardof hearing[impaired] shall be to:

(1) Inform deaf and other hardof hearing [impaired] personsand
their familiesof servicesoffered locally andelsewhereandto coordinate
their referral to the appropriatepublic or privateagencies.

(2) Coordinatecommunicationbetweendeafandotherhardofhearing
[impaired] personsand the desiredagenciesor organizationsand to
promote the accessibility of community services to hard of hearing
[impaired] persons.

(3) Coordinatetheprovisionof interpretingservicesto hardofhearing
[impaired] persons.

(4) Promote expandedadult educationalopportunities for hard of
hearing[impaired] persons.

(5) Coordinatethe provisionof instructionin signlanguageto persons
in communityagencies.

(6) Inform interestedstaffofcommunityandprofessionalorganizations
aboutthenatureof deafnessandhearingimpairmentsandthe~capabilities
of deafandotherhard of hearing[impaired] persons.
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(7) Serve as an advocatefor the rights and needs of people with
hearing impairments,including deaf and hard of hearing [impaired]
personshavingmultiple disabilities(e.g.,deaf-blind).

(8) Performthedutiesandresponsibilitiesoutlinedin thissectiononly
to theextentthat theydo not conflict with or duplicateservicescurrently
providedby the Office of VocationalRehabilitation.
Section2. Section 5 of the act, amendedDecember20, 1991 (P.L.437,

No.52), is amendedto read:
Section5. AdvisoryCouncil for theDeafandHard ofHearing[Impaired].

(a) Council.—TheAdvisory Council for the DeafandHard of Hearing
[Impaired,hereinreferredto ascouncil,]is createdwithin theDepartment
of Labor and Industry and shall consistof 17 membersas follows: the
Secretaryof Public Welfare, the Secretaryof Health, the Secretaryof
Education,the Secretaryof Labor andIndustry. the Secretaryof Aging, or
their designees;theGovernor,or hisdesignee;onememberof theHouseof
Representativesto be appointedby the Speakerof the House;onemember
of the Senateto be appointedby the Presidentpro tempore; and nine
membersof the public to be appointedby theGovernor.

(b) Members.—Thenineappointedpublic membersshall be individuals
selectedfrom schools,organizationsandnon-Stateagencieswhich render
services to or represent persons [having] who are hard of hearing
[impairments].At leastfour of the public membersshallbedeafor hardof
hearing[impaired]. Initially, theGovernorshall designatetwo of thepublic
membersto serveone-yearterms,two to servetwo-yearterms,two to serve
three-yearstermsandtwo to servefour-yearterms.Thereafter,all appointed
membersshall servefor four years.Thecouncil membersfrom Stateoffices
shall serveduring their tenurein office andshallremainon thecounciluntil
such time asa replacementis namedandqualified. The legislativemembers
of the council shallservetwo-yeartermscommencingwith thefirstTuesday
in Januaryof odd-numberedyears andmay be reappointeduponreelection
to office.

(c) Vacancies.—Vacanciesoccurring other thanby expirationof a term
of office shall be filled by the appropriateappointing authority for the
unexpiredterm of office.

(d) Compensation.—Membersof the council shall serve without
compensationbut shall be entitled to receivenecessarytraveling and other
expensesactually incurred in the performanceof their duties. The council
shall meetat the call of the chairmanbut not lessthan four timesayear.

(e) Electionof officers.—Thecouncilshall bienniallyelect,from its own
members,a chairmanand such otherofficers it deemsnecessary.It shall
make rules for its own government not inconsistentwith those of the
Department of Labor and Industry or other departments of the
Commonwealth.

Section3. Section 6 of the act is amendedto read:
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Section6. Powersanddutiesof AdvisoryCouncil for theDeafandHan! of
Hearing[Impaired].

TheAdvisoryCouncilfor theDeafandHardofHearing[Impaired] shall
havethe following powersandduties:

(1) Make recommendationsin accordancewith such policy and
practiceto the severalexecutiveandadministrativedepartments,boards
and commissionsof the Commonwealthand to any public or private
agenciestherein whichmay be in any way concernedwith work with or
for thedeafor hardof hearing[impaired].

(2) Advocateservicesaffectinghardofhearing[impaired]individuals
in theareasof public services,job trainingandplacement,healthcareand
educationalopportunity.

(3) Act as abureauof informationfor the deafand hardof hearing
[impaired]to Stateagenciesandpublic institutionsproviding servicesto
the deaf and hard of hearing [impaired] and to local agenciesand
programs.
Section 4. Section7 of the act,amendedDecember20, 1991 (P.L.437,

No.52), is amendedto read:
[Section 7. Sunset.

The Advisory Council for the Deaf and Hearing Impaired shall
continue together with its statutory functions and duties until December
31, 2001, when it shall terminate and go out of existence unless
reestablishedor continued by the General Assembly. The evaluation,
review,termination, reestablishmentandcontinuationof the-agencyshall
be conductedpursuant to the provisionsof the act of December22, 1981
(P.L.508, No.142),known as the SunsetAct.]

Section5. A statutory or regulatory referenceto the Office for the Deaf
and HearingImpairedshallbe deemedareferenceto theOffice for theDeaf
and Hardof Hearing. A statutoryor regulatory referenceto the Advisory
Council for the Deaf and HearingImpairedshall be deemeda referenceto
the Advisory Council for the DeafandHardof Hearing.

Section6. This actshall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The25th day of June,A.D. 1997.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


