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No. 1997-2

A JOINTRESOLUTION

SB 156

Proposinganamendmentto the Constitutionof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,
furtherprovidingfor the compositionandpowersof theBoardof Pardons.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesas follows:

Section1. The following amendmentto the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniais
proposedin accordancewith Article XI:

Thatsection9 of Article IV beamendedtoread:
§ 9. Pardoningpower;Boardof Pardons.

(a) In all criminal casesexceptimpeachmenttheGovernorshallhavepower
toremit finesandforfeitures,tograntreprieves,commutationof sentences-and-
pardons;butno pardonshallbegranted,nor sentencecommuted,exceptonthe
recommendationin writing of a majorityof theBoard of Pardons,and,in the
case of a sentence of death or life imprisonment, on the unanimous
recommendationin writing of theBoardofPardons,after full hearingin open
session,uponduepublicnotice.Therecommendation,with thereasonstherefor
atlength,shallbedeliveredto the Governoranda copythereofshallbekepton
file in theoffice of theLieutenantGovernorin adocketkept for that purpose.

(b) TheBoardof Pardonsshall consistof theLieutenantGovernorwho shall
be chairman, the Attorney General and threemembers appointed by the
Governorwith theconsentof [two-thirdsor] amajority of thememberselected
totheSenate[asis specifiedby law] for termsof six years.Thethreemembers
appointedby the Governorshallbe residentsof Pennsylvania[and shallbe
recognizedleadersin their fields;one]. Oneshallbe a[memberof thebar,]
crime victim, onea [penologist,]correctionsexpertandthe third adoctorof
medicine,psychiatristor psychologist.The board shall keeprecordsof its
actions,whichshall at all timesbeopenfor publicinspection.

Section 2. Upon passageby the GeneralAssembly of this proposed
constitutionalamendment,the Secretaryof theCommonwealthshallproceed
immediatelytocomply with theadvertisingrequirementsof section1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvaniaand shall transmit the required
advertisementsto two newspapersineverycountyin which suchnewspapersare
publishedin sufficient time after passageof this proposedconstitutional
amendment.TheSecretaryof the Commonwealthshallsubmitthis proposed
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constitutionalamendmentto thequalifiedelectorsof this Commonwealthat the
first general or municipal election occurring at least threemonthsafter the
proposedconstitutionalamendmentis passedby the GeneralAssemblywhich
meetstherequirementsof andis in conformancewithsection 1 of Article XI of
theConstitutionof Pennsylvania.


