
LAWS
OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
PASSEDAT THE

SESSION OF 1997

IN THE

TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIRST YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE

TOGETHERWITH

OtherDocumentsRelatingto Actions by the GeneralAssemblyor
Requiredby Law to be Publishedin the Laws of Pennsylvania

BY AUTHORITY

ISBN 0-8182-0232-7

HARRISBURG, PA.
1997





TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

Certification . v

EffectiveDatesof Statutes Vi

Printing andInterpretationof AinendatoryStatutes vii

Laws - Acts 1997-1 to 1997-66 1

Joint Resolutions- Resolutions1997-1 to 1997-3 633

AppropriationLaws - Acts 1997-lA to 1997-45A 641

Vetoesof Bills - Vetoes1997-1 to 1997-2 853

Proclamationsfor ConstitutionalAmendments

Joint Resolution1997-1 861

Joint Resolution1997-2 863

JointResolution1997-3 865

TablesandIndexes

ChronologicalTable of StatutesAffected 869

Indexes

Laws, JointResolutionsandPlans 889

AppropriationLaws 949

Vetoes 965

111





CERTIFICATION

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

Harrisburg,April 1, 1998

Pursuantto theprovisionsof section1103 of Title 1 (GeneralProvisions)

of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,I herebycertify thatthis issueof

the Lawsof Pennsylvaniawasprinted andindexedundermy direction and

that thelawsandotherdocumentscontainedin this issuehavebeencollated

with and the proof sheetscorrectedby the original rolls on file in the

Departmentof State.

CARL L. MEASE

Director, LegislativeReferenceBureau
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Sections1701 (a) (5) and(b) (2), 1702 (4) and 1703 (5) of Title 1 (General

Provisions)of thePennsylVaniaConsolidatedStatutesprovide:

§ 1701. Statutesgenerally

(a) General rule.—Exceptas otherwiseprovided in this chapterall
statutesenactedfinally at any regularsessionof theGeneralAssemblynot
containinga specifiedeffectivedateshall beeffectiveon thedate specified
by that one of the following rules of constructionin effect on the dateof
final enactmentof the statute:

***

(5) Final enactmenton or after June 6, 1969.—60daysafter fmal
enactmenL
(b) Statutesenactedafter effectivedatethereinspecified.—Exceptas

otherwiseprovidedin this chapterall statutesenactedfinally at anyregular
sessionof the GeneralAssembly after the effective datetherein specified
shall beeffectiveon thedatespecifiedby thatoneof thefollowing rulesof
constructionin effecton the dateof final enactmentof the statute:

(2) Final enactment on or after January 10, 1960.—60daysafter

final enactment.

§ 1702. Statutesmakingappropriations

Appropriation statutes,or statuteshaving appropriationitems enacted
finally atany regularsessionof theGeneralAssembly,shallbeeffectiveon
the datespecifiedby thatoneof thefollowing rulesof constructionineffect
on the dateof fmal enactmentof thestatute:

(4) Final enactmenton or after June6, 1969.—onthe first day of
July next following their final enactment,unless a different date is
specifiedin thestatuteitself, or unlessany suchstatuteis enactedfmally
after the first day of. July in any year,or after the date specifiedin the
statute, in which case it shall be effective immediately upon final
enactment.

§ 1703. Statutesaffecting thebudgetof any political subdivision

Statutesaffecting the budgetof any political subdivisionenactedfmally
atanyregularsessionof theGeneralAssemblyshallbeeffectiveon thedate
specifiedby thatoneof the following rules of constructionin effecton the
dateof final enactmentof the statute:
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(5) Finalenactmenton or afterJune6, 1969.-onthedatespecified
in the statute,or if finally enactedthereafter,or if no dateis specified,
thenatthebeginningof thefiscalyearof thepoliticalsubdivisionaffected
following the dateof final enactmentof thestatute.

PRINTING AND INTERPRETATION OF

AMENDATORY STATUTES

Sections1104and1951 of Title 1 (GeneralProvisions)of thePennsylvania

ConsolidatedStatutesprovide:

§ 1104. Printing of amendatory statutes

(a) General rule.—The Director of the LegislativeReferenceBureau
shall,in printingamendatorystatutes,causeto beprintedthesectionor part
of thestatuteonly asreenacted.Exceptasprovidedin subsection(b) of this
section,in the sectionor part of the law reenacted,theDirector shall cause
to be printed betweenbrackets,the words, phrases,or provisionsof the
existing statute,if any, whichhave beenstrickenout or eliminatedby the
adoptionof theamendment,andhe shallcauseto beprintedin italicsor with
underscoringall newwords,phrasesor provisions,if any, which havebeen
insertedinto or addedto the statuteby thepassageof suchamendment.

(b) PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes.—Inprinting as muchof any
statuteasaddsanentire title, part,article,chapter,subchapteror othermajor
subdivisionto the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,the Director shall
causesuchadditionto be printedin Romantype withoutunderscoring,and
in printing as muchof any statuteas deletesor repealsan entire title, part,
article, chapter,subchapteror othermajor subdivisionof the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, the Director shall not cause to be printed the
provisionswhichhavebeendeletedor repealedunlessthedeletionor repeal
was effectedby the useof brackets.

§ 1951. Interpretation of amendatorystatutes

In ascertaining the correct reading, status and interpretation of an
amendatorystatute,thematterinsertedwithin bracketsshallbe omitted,and
the matter in italics or underscoredshall be readandinterprett~dIs p ii t of
the statute.
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