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COMMONWEALTH OFPENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE

HARRISBURG

PROCLAMATION

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE Vifi

WHEREAS, JointResolutionNo. 3 of 1996proposedto amendArticle Vifi,
Section2(b) of the Constitution of Pennsylvania,relating to taxation,by addinga
clausethat readsas follows:

§ 2. Exemptionsandspecialprovisions.
***

(b) TheGeneralAssemblymay,by law:

(vi) Authorizelocaltaxing authoritiesto excludefromtaxationanamountbased
ontheassessedvalueofhomesteadproperty.Theexclusionsauthorizedby thisclause
shall not exceedone-halfof the medianassessedvalueof all homesteadproperty
within alocaltaxingjurisdiction.A local taxing authoritymaynot increasethemillage
rateof its tax on realpropertyto payfor theseexclusions.

WHEREAS,Joint ResolutionNo. 3 of 1996 wasagreedtoby amajorityofthe
memberselectedtoeachHouseof theGeneralAssemblyandpublishedpursuantto
Article XI, Section 1 of theConstitutionof Pennsylvania;and

WHEREAS, in the GeneralAssemblynext afterwardschosen,the aforesaid
amendmentto Article VIII, Section2(b) of the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniawas
proposedinJointResolutionNo. 1 of 1997,which wasagreedto by amajority of the
memberselectedto eachHouseof theGeneralAssemblyandpublishedpursuantto
Article XI, Section 1 of theConstitutionof Pennsylvania;and

WHEREAS,theaforesaidproposedamendmentto ArticleVifi, Section2(b)of
theConstitutionof Pennsylvaniawassubmittedfor approvalto thequalifiedelectors
of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniapursuantto Article XI, Section 1 of the
Constitutionof Pennsylvaniaat anelectionheldon November4, 1997;and

WHEREAS,theSecretaryof theCommonwealth,pursuantto law,hascertified
to methat the aforesaidproposedamendmentto Article VIII, Section 2(b) of the
Constitutionof Pennsylvaniawas approvedby a majorityof thosevotingthereonon
theaforesaidday;and

WHEREAS,Section903 of Title 1 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes
requirestheGovernor,uponreceivingtheaforesaidcertificationof the Secretaryof
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theCommonwealth,toissuehisproclamationindicatingwhetheror not theproposed
amendmenttoArticleVifi, Section2(b)of theConstitutionof Pennsylvaniahasbeen
adoptedby a majorityof theelectorsvotingthereon.

NOW THEREFORE,I, ThomasJ.Ridge, Governorof theCommonwealthof
Pennsylvania,do hereby proclaim that the aforesaidamendmentto Article Vifi,
Section2(b)of the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniawasadoptedby a majority of the
electorsvoting thereonon November4, 1997.

GIVEN undermy handandthe Great Sealof
the Commonwealth, at the City of
Harrisburg,this seconddayof Februaryin
the year of our Lord one thousandnine
hundred and ninety-eight, and of the
Commonwealththe two hundred and
twenty-second.

THOMAS J.RIDGE

Governor

BY THE GOVERNOR:

YVE~FEKANE
Secretaryof theCommonwealth



SESSIONOF 1997 Proclamation 863

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR’SOFFICE

HARRISBURG

PROCLAMATION

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE N

WHEREAS,JointResolutionNo. 2 of SpecialSessionNo. 1 of 1995proposed
to amendArticle N, Section 9 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania,changing
provisionsrelating to pardons,commutationsandtheBoardof Pardonsto readas
follows:

§ 9. Pardoningpower;Boardof Pardons.
(a) In all criminalcasesexceptimpeachmenttheGovernorshallhavepowerto

remitfinesandforfeitures,to grantreprieves,commutationof sentencesandpardons;
but no pardon Shall be granted, nor sentence commuted, except on the
recommendationin writing of amajorityof theBoardof Pardons,and,in thecaseof
asentenceofdeathor life imprisonment,ontheunanimousrecommendationin writing
oftheBoardof Pardons,afterfull hearingin opensession,uponduepublicnotice.The
recommendation,with the reasonstherefor at length, shall be delivered to the
Governorand a copy thereofshall be kept on file in the office of the Lieutenant
Governorin adocketkeptfor thatpurpose.

(b) TheBoardof Pardonsshallconsistof theLieutenantGovernorwho shallbe
chairman,theAttorney Generalandthreemembersappointedby theGovernorwith
theconsentof amajorityof thememberselectedto theSenatefor termsof six years.
Thethreemembersappointedby theGovernorshallberesidentsof Pennsylvania.One
shallbe acrime victim, oneacorrectionsexpertandthe third adoctorof medicine,
psychiatristor psychologist.Theboardshallkeeprecordsof its actions,which shall
atall timesbeopenforpublic inspection.

WHEREAS,JointResolutionNo.2of SpecialSessionNo. 1 of 1995wasagreed
to by amajorityof thememberselectedto eachHouseof theGeneralAssemblyand
publishedpursuanttoArticle XI, Section1 of theConstitutionof Pennsylvania;and

WHEREAS,in the GeneralAssemblynext afterwardschosen,the aforesaid
amendmenttoArticle N,Section9 of theConstitutionof Pennsylvaniawasproposed
in JointResolutionNo. 2of 1997,whichwas agreedto byamajorityof themembers
electedtoeachHouseof theGeneralAssemblyandpublishedpursuant:to:Article:XI,
Section1 of theConstitutionof Pennsylvania;and

WHEREAS,theaforesaidproposedamendmentto Article N, Section9 of the
Constitutionof Pennsylvaniawas submittedfor approvalto thequalified electorsof
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvaniapursuantto Article XI, Section 1 of the
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Constitutionof Pennsylvaniaatanelectionheld onNovember4, 1997; and

WHEREAS,theSecretaryof theCommonwealth,pursuantto law,hascertified
to me that the aforesaidproposedamendmentto Article N, Section 9 of the
ConstitutionofPennsylvaniawas approvedby amajority of thosevoting thereonon
theaforesaidday; and

WHEREAS,Section903 of Title 1 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes
requiresthe Governor,uponreceivingtheaforesaidcertificationof theSecretaryof
theCommonwealth,to issuehisproclamationindicatingwhetherornot theproposed
amendmentto Article IV, Section9 of the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniahasbeen
adoptedbyamajority of theelectorsvotingthereon.

NOW THEREFORE,I, ThomasJ. Ridge, Governorof the Commonwealthof
Pennsylvania,do herebyproclaimthat theaforesaidamendmentto Article IV, Section
9oftheConstitutionofPennsylvaniawasadoptedby amajority of theelectorsvoting
thereononNovember4, 1997.

GIVEN under my handandthe GreatSealof
the Commonwealth, at the City of
Harrisburg,this seconddayof Februaryin
the year of our Lord one thousandnine
hundred and ninety-eight, and of the
Commonwealth the two hundred and
twenty-second.

THOMASJ. RIDGE
Governor

BY THE GOVERNOR:

YVETFEKANE
Secretaryof theCommonwealth



SESSIONOF 1997 Proclamation 865

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR’SOFFICE

HARRISBURG

PROCLAMATION

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE VII

WHEREAS,JointResolutionNo. 2 of 1996 proposedto amendArticle VII,
Section 14 of the Constitutionof Pennsylvania,relating to absenteevoting, by
changingprovisionsandaddingaclausetoreadas follows:

§ 14. Absenteevoting.
(a) The Legislatureshall,by generallaw, provideamannerin which, andthe

timeandplaceatwhich,qualifiedelectorswhomay,on the occurrenceof anyelection,
beabsentfromthemunicipalityof their residence,becausetheir duties,occupationor
businessrequirethemto beelsewhereor who,on the occurrenceof anyelection,are
unableto attendattheirproperpollingplacesbecauseof illnessorphysicaldisability
or whowill notattendapollingplacebecauseof theobservanceof areligiousholiday
or whocannotvotebecauseof electiondayduties,in thecaseof acountyemployee,
mayvote,andfor thereturnandcanvassof theirvotesin theelectiondistrictin which
theyrespectivelyreside.

(b) For purposesof this section,“municipality” meansa city, borough,
incorporatedtown, townshipor anysimilargeneralpurposeunit of governmentwhich
maybecreatedby theGeneralAssembly.

WHEREAS,JointResolutionNo. 2 of 1996wasagreedto by amajority of the
memberselectedto eachHouseof theGeneralAssemblyandpublishedpursuant to
Article XI, Section1 of theConstitutionof Pennsylvania,and

WHEREAS,in the GeneralAssemblynext afterwardschosen,theaforesaid
amendment to Article VII, Section 14 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania was
proposedin Joint Resolution No. 3 of 1997,which wasagreedto by a majority of the
memberselected to eachHouseof theGeneral Assemblyandpublishedpursuantto
Article XI, Section 1 of theConstitution of Pennsylvania,and

WHEREAS,theaforesaidproposedamendmentto Article VII, Section 14 of the
Constitutionof Pennsylvaniawas submittedfor approvalto thequalified electorsof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniapursuantto Article XI, Section 1 of the
Constitution of Pennsylvaniaat anelection held onNovember4, 1997;and

WHEREAS,the Secretary of the Commonwealth,pursuantto law, hascertified
to me that the aforesaidproposedamendmentto Article VII, Section 14 of the
Constitutionof Pennsylvaniawasapprovedby amajorityof thosevotingthereonon
theaforesaidday; and
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WHEREAS,Section903 of Title 1 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated Statutes
requires the Governor, upon receiving the aforesaid certification of theSecretaryof
theCommonwealth.to issuehisproclamationindicatingwhetheror nottheproposed
amendmentto Article VII, Section 14 of the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniahasbeen
adoptedby amajority of theelectorsvoting thereon.

NOW THEREFORE,I, ThomasJ. Ridge,Governorof theCommonwealthof
Pennsylvania,do herebyproclaimthattheaforesaidamendmentto Article VII, Section
14 oftheConstitution ofPennsylvaniawasadoptedby a majority of the electorsvoting
thereon onNovember4, 1997.

GWENunder my handandthe Great Sealof
the Commonwealth,at the City of Harrisburg,
this seconddayof February, in the yearof our
Lord one thousand nine hundredandninety-
eight, and of the Commonwealththe two
hundred andtwenty-second.

THOMAS J. RIDGE

Governor

BY THE GOVERNOR:

YVETFE KANE
Secretaryof the Commonwealth


