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No. 1998-59

AN ACT

SB 981

Amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
furtheraddingto thepowersand dutiesof theAdjutantGeneral;furtherproviding
for maintenance,constructionandrepaircontractsto beperformedby the Armory
Board;andmaking arepeal.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section902 of Title 51 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read:
§ 902. Generalpowersanddutiesof AdjutantGeneral.

The Adjutant Generalas head of the departmentis responsibleto the
Commonwealthandto theGovernorfor the organizationandfunctioningof
said department,and the performanceand carrying out of all the duties,
powers and responsibilitiesgiven or delegated.In addition he is hereby
authorizedanddirectedto:

(1) Maintain an office through which correspondenceon military
affairs betweenthe Commonwealthand theFederalGovernmentwill be
conducted,including that pertainingto fundsandpropertyissuedby the
FederalGovernmentfor organizationand training of the Pennsylvania
military forces.

(2) Maintain all military recordsuntil transferredto thePennsylvania
archivesor, whereso directed, to theproperFederaldepartment.

(3) Maintain historical outlinesand permanenthistorical recordsof
organizationsof the Pennsylvaniamilitary forces.

(4) Maintain armories,arsenals,military reservations,air basesandall
property and equipment intended for the use and training of the
Pennsylvaniamilitary forces.

(5) Obtain and issue medals in accordance with regulations
promulgatedunder this title.

(6) Prepareall citations,whenrequired,andmakearrangementsforthe
properpresentationof the decoration,medalor award.

(7) Conveneboardsof officersto considerandmakerecommendations
upon suchmattersasmay bereferredto them.

(8) Maintainalist of active andretiredmembersof thePennsylvania
NationalGuardwith name,rank, organization,dateof appointment,date
of retirementandresidence.

(9) Executeandenforcethepolicies of theCommonwealthrelativeto
the Pennsylvaniamilitary forces.
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(10) Make suchbylaws, rules and regulationsfor the management,
generaldirectionandcontrolof thepropertyof thePennsylvaniaSoldiers’
andSailors’ Homeor homeswhereversituate.

(11) Coordinatewith otherCommonwealthagenciesanddepart-ments,
andtherespectiveagenciesof theFederalGovernment,all mattersrelating
to veterans’affairs within this Commonwealth.

(12) Appoint aDirectorof the Bureaufor Veterans’Affairs.
(13) Approve issuanceof apolicy or policies of grouplife insurance

to an associationor associationsto cover membersof the Pennsylvania
National Guard.

(14) Authorizethe admittanceof anymemberof a groupwhich has
beengrantedveteransstatusby the SecretaryofDefenseandanyspouse
of a memberto State veterans’ homes,using admissioncriteria and
proceduresas establishedby the departmentby regulation.
Section2. Section 1512 of Title 51 is amendedto read:

§ 1512. Maintenance,constructionandrepairs.
Notwithstandingthe provisionsof any other law to the contrary, the

Armory Board may carry out all maintenanceactivities with respectto an
armoryif the costdoesnot exceed$lOO,000~.]and maycarry outcontracts
for repair or constructionof armoriesand otherState-ownedbuildings or
facilities under the jurisdiction of the departmentup to an amount of
$100,000.

Section3. Nothing in this actshall beconstruedto grant the Department
of Military and Veterans Affairs the authority to constructor enter into
contractsfor the constructionof new annoriesor to enterinto contractsfor
the constructionor acquisitionof any armory,building or facility that may
be deemedacapital projectpursuantto Article XVI-B of theact of April 9,
1929 (P.L.343,No.176),known asThe Fiscal Code.

Section4. Nothing in thisactshall affect the operationof:
(1) The act of May 1, 1913 (P.L.155, No.104), entitled “An act

regulatingtheletting ofcertaincontractsfor theerection,construction,and
alterationof public buildings.”

(2) The act of August 15, 1961 (P.L.987. No.442),known as the
PennsylvaniaPrevailingWageAct.
Section5. Section508 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.l77, No.175),

known as The Administrative Code of 1929, is repealedto the extent it
conflictswith the amendmentof 51 Pa.C.S.§ 1512containedin section2 of
this act.

Section6. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The15th day of May, A.D. 1998.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


