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Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,providing for audio-videoarraignment.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Title 42 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesis amended
by addinga sectionto read:
§ 8703. ArraignmenL

(a) Generalrule.—Thearraignmentofthe defendantmay besatisfied,
in the discretionof the court, either by the physicalappearanceof the
defendant before the court or by two-way electronic audio-video
communication.Theaudio-videocommunicationmustoperateso that the
defendantand thejudgecan see eachothersimultaneouslyand converse
with each other. If the defendanthas counsel,the defendantshall be
allowedto communicatefully andconfidentially with hisattorneyduring
the proceeding.Ajudgemayorder the defendantto physicallyappearin
courtfor the arraignment.

(b) Courtrules.—Exceptfortheprovisionsofthissection,arraignments
shall be in theform andin the mannerasprovidedby courtrule.

Section2. This actshall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—--The11th day of June,A.D. 1998.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


