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No. 1998-80

AN ACT

SB 252

Providing for a procedureandmethodof execution;and making repeals.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Definitions.
The following words andphraseswhenused in this act shall havethe

meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Department.” TheDepartmentof Correctionsof theCommonwealth.
“Secretary.” The Secretaryof Correctionsof the Commonwealth.
“Victim.” The term shall have the samemeaninggiven to it in section

479.1 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The
AdministrativeCodeof 1929.

“Victim advocate.” The victim advocatewithin the Boardof Probation
andParole.
Section2. Issuanceof warrant.

(a) Time.—After the receiptof the record pursuantto 42 Pa.C.S.§
9711(i) (relating to sentencingprocedurefor murderof the first degree),
unlessa pardonor commutationhasbeenissued,the Governorshall,within
90 days,issuea warrantspecifying a day for executionwhich shall be no
later than 60 days after the date the warrant is signed. If becauseof a
reprieveor a judicial stay of the executionthe date of executionpasses
withoutimposition of thedeathpenalty,unlessapardonor commutationhas
beenissued,theGovernorshall,within 30 daysafter receivingnoticeof the
terminationof the reprieveor thejudicial stay, reissuea warrantspecifying
aday for executionwhich shall be no later than60 daysafter the dateof
reissuanceof the warrant.

(b) Secretary.—Thewarrantshallbedirectedtothesecretarycommanding
thatthe subjectof the warrantbeexecutedon the day namedin the warrant
andin the mannerprescribedby law.

(c) Failure to timely comply.—If the Governorfails to timely comply
with theprovisionsof thissectionandapardonor commutationhasnotbeen
issued,the secretaryshall, within 30 daysfollowing the Governor’sfailure
to comply, scheduleandcarry out the executionno later than60 daysfrom
the date by which the Governor was required to sign the warrant under
subsection(a).
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Section3. Termsof confinement.
Uponreceiptof thewarrant,thesecretaryshall,until infliction of thedeath

penaltyor until lawful dischargefrom custody,keep theinmate in solitary
confinement.During the confinement,no person exceptthe staff of the
department,theinmate’scounselof recordor otherattorneyrequestedby the
inmateanda spiritualadviserselectedby the inmateor themembersof the
immediatefamily of theinmateshallbeallowedaccessto theinmatewithout
an orderof the sentencingcourt.
Section4. Method of execution.

(a) Injection.—Thedeath penalty shall be inflicted by injecting the
convict with acontinuousintravenousadministrationof alethal quantity of
anultrashort-actingbarbituratein combinationwith chemicalparalyticagents
approvedby the departmentuntil deathis pronouncedby the coroner.The
coronershallissuethedeathcertificate.Theexecutionshallbesupervisedby
the superintendentor his designeeof the correctionalinstitutiondesignated
by the departmentfor the execution.

(b) Injection agents.—Notwithstandingsection 13 of the act of April 14,
1972 (P.L.233, No.64),known as The ControlledSubstance,Drug, Device
and CosmeticAct, the secretaryor his designeemay obtain the injection
agentsdirectly from a pharmacistor manufacturer.
Section5, Witnessesto execution.

(a) List of witnesses.—Nopersonexceptthe following shall witnessany
executionunder theprovisionsof this act:

(1) The superintendentor his designeeof the institution where the
executiontakesplace.

(2) Six reputableadult citizensselectedby the secretary.
(3) Onespiritual adviser,when requestedand selectedby theinmate.
(4) Not more than six duly accreditedrepresentativesof the news

media.
(5) Suchstaffof the departmentasmay be selectedby the secretary.
(6) Not more than four victims registeredwith and selectedby the

victim advocate.
(b) Witnesses.—TheSecretaryof Correctionsmayrefuseparticipationby

a witness for safety or security reasons. The departmentshall make
reasonableefforts to providevictimsaviewing areaseparateandapartfrom
the areato which otherwitnessesareadmitted.

(c) Confidentiality.—Theidentity of departmentemployees,department
contractorsor victims whoparticipatein the administrationof an execution
pursuantto this sectionshall be confidential.
Section6. Certificationof superintendent.

After the execution,the superintendentof the institution shall certify in
writing, under oath or affirmation, to the court of the county where the
inmate was sentencedto death that the inmate was duly executedin
accordancewith this act. The certificateshall be filed in the office of the
clerk of suchcourt.
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Section7. Postmortemexamination.
Immediatelyafterexecution,apostmortemexaminationof thebodyof the

inmateshall be madeatthediscretionof the coronerof thecountyin which
the execution is performed. The coronershall report the nature of any
examination made. This report shall be annexedto and filed with the
certificaterequiredundersection6. After thepostmortemexamination,unless
claimed by a relative or relatives, the departmentshall be responsiblefor
dispositionof the body.
Section8. Costsof executionandexamination.

The actual and necessarycosts of the execution and the postmortem
examinationshall be paid by the department.
Section 9. Repeals.

Thefollowing actsandpartsof acts arerepealedto the extentspecified:
Act of November29, 1990 (P.L.572, No.145),referredto as the Death

SentenceExecutionLaw.
42 Pa.C.S.§ 9711(j), (k), (1), (m), (n) and(o).

Section 10. Effective date.
Thisact shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The 18th day of June,A.D. 1998.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


