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AN ACT

HB 1715

Amending the act of November26, 1982 (P.L.744, No.203), entitled “An act to
ascertainandappointthe fees to bereceivedby the prothonotaryof the courtof
common pleasof the Commonwealthin homerule countiesor countiesof the
secondclass A and the third to eighth class; to provide the time of paying the
sameand to repealcertainacts,”providingfor theestablishmentandmodification
of fees and for the impositionof an additionalfee.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Theactof November26, 1982(P.L.744,No.203),referredto
as theProthonotaryFeeLaw, is amendedby addingsectionsto read:
Section1.1. Increasingexistingfees.

(a) General rule.—In countiesof the secondclass A and the third
througheighth class,including homerule countiesofthe sameclass,the
prothonotarymayincreaseanyfeeor chargethat existsasofthe effective
dateof thissectionwith the approvalofthepresidentjudge. Theamount
of any increasemaynot be greater than the aggregateof the consumer
price indexfrom the monthin which thefeewas last establishedthrough
June1998.

(b) Periodic adjustment.—Theamountofanyfeeor chargeincreased
pursuantto subsection(a) maybeincreasedeverythreeyears,providedthat
the amountof the increasemay not be greater than the percentageof
increase in the ConsumerPrice Index for Urban Workers for the
immediatethreeyearsprecedingthe lastincreasein thefeeor charge.
Section1.2. Automationfeeforprothonotary’s office.

In addition to anyotherfeeauthorizedby law, an automationfeeofnot
morethan$5 maybechargedandcollectedby theprothonotaryofcounties
ofthe secondclassA andthe third througheighth class,including home
rule countiesof the sameclass,for the initiation of any action or legal
proceeding. The automation fee shall be deposited into a special
prothonotaryautomationfundestablishedin eachcounty. Moneysin the
specialfund shall be usedsolelyfor the purposeof automation and
continuedautomationupdateofthe officeof theprothonotary.

Section2. This actshall take effect in 30 days.

APPROVED—The21st dayof December,A.D. 1998.

THOMAS J. RiDGE


