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(This JointResolutionNo. 2 was passedfor the first time at the LegislativeSession
of 1996asJointResolutionNo. 1 and for the secondtimeat the LegislativeSession
of 1998 and was approvedby the electorateNovember3, 1998.)

No. 1998-2

A JOINTRESOLUTION

SB 555

Proposingan amendmentto theConstitutionof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvania,
further providing for trial by jury.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesas follows:

Section 1. Thefollowing amendmentto theConstitutionof Pennsylvania
is proposedin accordancewith Article XI:

That section6 of Article I be amendedto read:
§ 6. Trial by jury.

Trial by jury shallbeasheretofore,andtheright thereofremaininviolate.
TheGeneralAssemblymayprovide,however,by law, thataverdict maybe
rendered by not less than five-sixths of the jury in any civil case.
Furthermore, in criminal casesthe Commonwealthshall have the same
right to trial byjury as doesthe accused.

Section2. Upon passageby the General Assembly of this proposed
constitutionalamendment,theSecretaryof theCommonwealthshall proceed
immediately to comply with the advertisingrequirementsof section 1 of
Article XI of theConstitutionof Pennsylvaniaandshalltransmittherequired
advertisementsto two newspapersin everycountyin whichsuchnewspapers
arepublishedin sufficienttime afterpassageof thisproposedconstitutional
amendment.The Secretaryof the Commonwealthshallsubmitthisproposed
constitutionalamendmentto thequalifiedelectorsof thisCommonwealthat
thefirst generalor municipalelectionoccurringatleastthreemonthsafter the
proposedconstitutionalamendmentispassedby theGeneralAssemblywhich
meetsthe requirementsof andis inconformancewith section 1 of Article XI
of the Constitutionof Pennsylvania.


