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No. 2000-80

AN ACT

SB 1109

Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutes,further providing for cruelty to animals and for discrimination on
account of guide, signalor servicedogor otheraidanimal.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealth of Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Sections 5511(a)(2.1) and 7325 of Title 18 of the
PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes are amendedtoread:
§ 5511. Crueltyto animals.

(a) Killing, maiming or poisoningdomesticanimalsor zoo animals,
etc.—

(2.1) (i) A personcommitsamisdemeanorof the [secondifirst
degreeif hewillfully andmaliciously:

(A) Kills, maims,mutilates,torturesor disfiguresany dog or
cat,whetherbelongingto himselfor otherwise.

(B) Administerspoisonto or exposesany poisonoussubstance
with the intent to administer such poison to any dog or cat,
whetherbelongingto himselfor otherwise.
(ii) Any person convicted of violating the provisions of this

paragraphshall besentencedto pay a fme of not lessthan$1,000or
to imprisonmentfor not morethantwo years,or both. Thecourt may
alsoordera presentencementalevaluation.A subsequentconviction
under this paragraphshall be a felony of the third degree.This
paragraphshallapplyto dogsandcatsonly.

(iii) Thekilling of adog or catby the ownerof thatanimalis not
malicious if it is accomplishedin accordancewith the act of
December22, 1983 (P.L.303, No.83), referred to as the Animal
DestructionMethodAuthorizationLaw.

§ 7325. Discrimination onaccountof guide [dog], signalorservicedogor
otheraid animal.

A personis guilty of a summaryoffense if he, being the proprietor,
manageror employeeof atheatre,hotel, restaurantor otherplaceof public
accommodation,entertainmentor amusement,refuses,withholdsor denies
any person,who is using a guide, signal or servicedog~,] or other aid
animal thathasbeencert4fiedby arecognizedauthoritytoassistaperson,
becauseof the physicaldisability, blindnessor deafnessof theuser,or who
is training a guide,signal orsupport dogor otheraid animalfor or from
a recognizedauthority for such a user, the use of or accessto any
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accommodation,advantage,facility or privilege of such theatre, hotel,
restaurantor otherplaceof publicentertainmentor amusement.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The18thdayof October,A.D. 2000.

THOMAS I. RIDGE


