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Requiring purchasersof real estatewith buildings thereonto bring the buildings
into compliancewith municipal codes;providing for nuisanceabatement;and
imposingpenalties.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This actshall be knownandmay be cited as the Municipal Codeand

OrdinanceComplianceAct.
Section2. Defmitions.

The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin this actshall havethe
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthecontext clearlyindicates
otherwise:

“Constructive knowledge.” Knowledge of a violation listed on the
seller’s propertydisclosurestatementmadepursuantto the actof July 2,
1996 (P.L.500,No.84),known as theReal EstateSellerDisclosureAct, a
violation appearingon a buyer’s notification certificate provided by a
municipalityor aviolation thatis amatterof public record.

“Dateof purchase.”Theclosingdateor, in caseswherethepropertyis
sold pursuantto the actof May 16, 1923 (P.L.207,No.153),referredto as
the Municipal Claim andTax Lien Law, the first dayfollowing theright of
redemptionperiod authorizedunder the Municipal Claim andTax Lien
Law.

“Known to have.” Knowledge of a violation based on actual or
constructiveknowledge.

“Municipality.” Any city, borough,incorporatedtown, township,home
rule municipality, optional planmunicipality, optionalchartermunicipality
or anysimilar generalpurposeunit of governmentwhich maybe createdor
authorizedby statute.

“Substantialviolation.” A violation of a building, housing,property
maintenanceor fire code,which violation posedathreatto health,safetyor
propertybut not a violation of sucha codedeemedby a court to be de
minimis.
Section3. Compliancerequirement.

(a) Generalrule.—Within 18 monthsof the dateof purchaseor longer
subject to an agreementbetweenthe purchaserand the municipality, any
purchaserof anybuilding,structureor part of abuilding or structureknown
to haveoneor moresubstantialviolations of municipal codesrelating to
building, housing,propertymaintenanceor fire shall:
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(1) bring thebuilding, structureor thatpartof abuilding or structure
into compliancewith thosecodes;or

(2) demolishthebuilding or structurein accordancewith law.
(b) Penalty.—Failureto comply with therequirementsof subsection(a)

shall result in the purchaserbeingpersonallyliable for the costsof repairs
or demolitionandafine of not lessthan$1,000andnot morethan$10,000.
Finesshallbe remittedto the municipality in which the building, structure
or part of a building or structureis located.In municipalitieswith low-
incomehousing,not lessthanone-thirdof thefme imposedshallbeusedby
the municipality for low-incomehousingin a mannerdeterminedby the
municipality.

(c) Nuisanceordinances.—
(1) Any purchaserof anylot or parcelof landknownto haveoneor

moresubstantialviolationsof municipalnuisanceordinancesrelatingto
maintenance,healthor safetyis requiredtomakeareasonableattemptto
abatethenuisancewithin oneyearof thedateof purchase.

(2) Failure to comply with the requirementsof this subsectionshall
result in the purchaserbeing personally liable for the cost of
maintenanceand a fine of not less than $1,000 and not more than
$10,000.Finesshall beremittedto the municipalityin which the lot or
parcelof land is located.
(d) Enforcement.—Localmunicipalitiesare authorizedto enforcethe

provisionsof thissection.
(e) Coordination with other requirements.—Inconnectionwith the

purchaseof a building, structure,part of a building or structure, lot or
parcelof landsubjectto subsection(a) or (c), amunicipalityshallnot refuse
to issuea useandoccupancycertificateor similar permit on the basisof a
substantialviolation or requirethecorrectionof asubstantialviolation as a
conditionto issuingauseandoccupancycertificateor similar permitunless
thesubstantialviolation rendersthepropertyunfit for habitation.
Section4. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffect in 60days.

APPROVED—The20thdayof December,A.D. 2000.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


