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No. 2000-129

AN ACT

FIB 877

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,further providingfor inspectionof court files andrecords,
for juvenile history record information, for place of detentionand for the
definitionof “local agency”for purposesof mattersaffectinggovernmentalunits.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Thedefinition of “shelter care” in section6302of Title 42 of
the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes is amendedand the section is
amendedby addingadefinitionto read:
§ 6302. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhenusedin this chaptershallhave,
unlessthe contextclearly indicatesotherwise,the meaningsgiven to them
in thissection:

“Facility designed or operated for the benefit of delinquent
children.” A facility that either identifies itself by charter, articles of
incorporationorprogramdescriptionassolelyfordelinquent-children.

“Shelter care.” Temporarycareof a child in physically unrestricted
facilities. A facility approvedby the Departmentof Public Welfare to
provide sheltercare may be located in the samebuilding as a facility
approvedto provide securedetentionservicesprovided that children
receivingsheltercare servicesare segregatedfromthe children receiving
securedetentionservicesasrequiredby the department.

Section2. Section6307 of Title 42 is amendedby addingaparagraphto
read:
§ 6307. Inspectionof courtfiles andrecords.

All files andrecordsof the court in a proceedingunder thischapterare
opentoinspectiononly by:

***

(6.1) Thejudges,officers andprofessionalstaffofcourtsofother
jurisdictionswhennecessaryfor thedischargeoftheirofficial duties.

Section3. Sections6309and6327(e)of Title 42 areamendedto read:
§ 6309. Juvenilehistoryrecordinformation.

(a) Applicability of Criminal History RecordInformationAct.—Except
for 18 Pa.C.S.§~9105 (relating to other criminal justice information),
9112(a) and (b) (relating to mandatoryfingerprinting), 9113 (relating to
dispositionreporting by criminal justiceagencies)and9121(b)(relating to
general regulations), the remaining provisions of 18 Pa.C.S.Ch. 91
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(relating to criminal history record information) shall apply to all alleged
delinquents and adjudicated delinquents whose fingerprints and
photographsare taken pursuant to section 6308(c) (relating to law
enforcementrecords) and to any juvenile justice agency which collects,
maintains,disseminatesor receivesjuvenilehistoryrecord information.The
disclosureto the publicof the contentsof law enforcementrecordsandfiles
concerninga child shallbegovernedby section6308(b).

(b) Centralrepository.—ThePennsylvaniaStatePoliceshallestablisha
Statewide central repository of fingerprints, photographsand juvenile
history record information of alleged delinquents and adjudicated
delinquentswhose fingerprints and photographsare taken pursuantto
section6308(c).

(c) Fingerprintsandphotographs.—Thearrestingauthorityshallensure
that the fingerprints and photographsof [an] alleged [delinquent] and
adjudicateddelinquentswhosefingerprintsandphotographs[which] have
beentakenby [an] the arrestingauthoritypursuantto section6308(c)are
forwarded to the central repositoryas requiredby the PennsylvaniaState
Police.

(d) Dispositionreporting.—Thedivision or judgeof the court assigned
to conductjuvenile hearingsshall, within sevendaysafter dispositionof a
casewherethechild hasbeenallegedto bedelinquent,notify the arresting
authority of the dispositionof the case.In addition, it shall collect and
submit to the JuvenileCourtJudges’Commissionthedispositionof cases
wherea child has beenallegedto bedelinquent,includingthe disposition
ofcasesresultingin adjudicationof delinquencywhichshall besubmitted
for inclusion in the centralrepositorywithin 90 daysof an adjudicationof
delinquencyasrequiredby the JuvenileCourtJudges’Commission.

(e) Definitions.—As used in this section, the following words and
phrasesshallhavethemeaningsgivento themin thissubsection:

“Criminal historyrecordinformation.” In addition to themeaningin 18
Pa.C.S.§ 9102 (relating to definitions), the term includesthemeaningof
juvenilehistoryrecordinformationasdefinedin thissubsection.~

“Juvenilehistoryrecordinformation.” Informationcollectedpursuantto
this section concerningallegeddelinquentsand adjudicateddelinquents
whose fingerprintsandphotographsaretakenpursuantto section 6308(c)
and arising from the filing of a petition of delinquency,consisting of
identifiable descriptions,dates and notations of arrests~,indictments,
information] or other delinquency chargesand any adjudication of
delinquencyL, informal adjustment,consentdecree] or preadjudication
dispositionotherthandismissalarisingtherefrom.This informationshall
also include the last known location and the juvenile courtjurisdiction
statusofeachadjudicateddelinquent.Juvenilehistoryrecordinformation
shall not include intelligence information, investigative information,
treatment information, including medical and psychiatric information,
cautionindicatorinformation,modusoperandiinformation, wantedpersons
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information, stolen property information, missing personsinformation,
employment history information, personal history information or
presentenceinvestigationinformation.
§ 6327. Placeof detention.

(e) Detentionof dependentchild.—A child allegedto bedependentmay
be detainedor placedonly in a Departmentof Public Welfareapproved
sheltercarefacility as statedin subsection(a)(1),(2) and (4), and shallnot
be detainedin ajail or other facility intendedor usedfor the detentionof
adults chargedwith criminal offenses,but may be detainedin the same
sheltercarefacilitieswith allegedor adjudicateddelinquentchildren.

Section4. Thedefinitionof “local agency” in section8501of Title 42 is
amendedtoread:
§ 8501. Definitions.

The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin thischaptershall have,
unlessthe contextclearly indicatesotherwise,the meaningsgiven to them
in this section:

“Local agency.” A governmentunit other than the Commonwealth
government.The term includes, but is not limited to, an intermediate
unitE.]; municipalities cooperatingin the exercise or performance of
governmentalfunctions,powersor responsibilitiesunder53 Pa.C.S.Ch.
23 Subch.A (relating to intergovernmentalcooperation);andcouncilsof
governmentand other entitiescreatedby two or more municipalities
under53 Pa.C.S.Ch. 23 Subch.A.

Section5. Thisact shalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The20thdayof December,A.D. 2000,

THOMAS J. RIDGE


