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No. 2002-4

AN ACT

RB 1813

Amendingthe actof July 9, 1987 (P.L.220,No.39),entitled “An act licensingand
regulating the practice of social work; providing penalties;and making an
appropriation,”further providing for the definition of “practice of professional
counseling”andfor exemptionfrom licensure.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The definition of “practice of professionalcounseling” in
section3 of the act of July 9, 1987 (P.L.220, No.39),known as the Social
Workers,MarriageandFamily TherapistsandProfessionalCounselorsAct,
amendedDecember21, 1998 (P.L.1017,No.136),is amendedto read:
Section3. Defmitions.

The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin this act shall havethe
meaningsgivento them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearlyindicates
otherwise:

“Practiceof professionalcounseling.” Includes,to the extentcompatible
with a practitioner’s education andprofessionalcompetence,all of the
following:

(1) The applicationof principlesandpracticesof counseling,mental
healthandhumandevelopmentto evaluateandfacilitatehumangrowth
andadjustmentthroughoutthelife spanandto preventandtreatmental,
emotionalor behavioraldisordersandassociatedstresseswhich interfere
with mentalhealthandnormalhumangrowth anddevelopment

(2) The evaluationandassessmentof normalandabnormalmental,
emotional, social, educational, vocational, family and behavioral
functioning throughout the life span; individual, group, family
counselingandpsychotherapy~,crisis intervention,careercounselingand
educationalandvocationalcounseling;functionalassessmentof persons
with disabilities;andprofessionalconsulting.

(3) Professionalcounselors’ utilization of verbal and nonverbal
approachesand specialization in the use of arts-basedtherapeutic
approaches,suchasart, dance,musicor drama,to accomplishtreatment
objectives.

Section2. Section9 of theact,amendedDecember21, 1998 (P.L.1017,
No.136),is amendedto read:
Section9. Exemptionfrom licensureexamination.

(a) Clinical socialworker.—Therequirementsof section7(d)(4) shall
not applyandalicenseshallbe issuedwithoutexaminationto an applicant
whomeetsall of thefollowing requirements:
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(1) Has submittedan applicationfor a clinical social worker license,
accompaniedby the required fee, within [three] four years after the
effectivedateof thisparagraph.

(2) Is licensedunderthis actasasocialworker.
(3) Candemonstrateproofof practiceof clinical socialwork for at

leastfive of the sevenyearsimmediatelyprior to the dateof application
for license [and that such practice was conducted in this
Commonwealth].

(4) Has successfully met one of the following educational
requirements:

(i) Has a doctoral degree in social work from an accredited
educationalinstitution.

(ii) Has amaster’sdegreein socialwork of atleast48 credithours
with a specialty in direct practice social work from an accredited
educationalinstitution.

(iii) Has a master’sdegreein socialwork of at least 48 credit
hourswith a specialtyother thandirectpracticesocialwork andhas
takeneither 12 additional credit hours of graduatestudy in direct
practice social work or has within the past ten years completed
sufficient continuingeducationin coursessatisfactoryto the board to
equal 12 credit hours at a ratio of 15 continuing educationhours
equalingonecredithour.
(5) Can demonstrateholding a currentprofessionalcertification in

clinical social work and having passed a national certification
examination in clinical social work administered by a nationally
recognizedcredentialingagencyapprovedby the board.If passingan
examination was not a prerequisite for obtaining professional
certification, an applicant must demonstrate to the board that
certification was obtainedpursuant to meeting certification criteria
satisfactoryto theboard.
(b) Marriage and family therapists.—Therequirementsof section

7(e)(4) shallnot apply anda licenseshallbe issuedwithout examinationto
an applicantwhomeetsall of thefollowing requirements:

(1) Has submittedan applicationfor amarriageandfamily therapist
license,accompaniedby the requiredfee,within [three]four yearsafter
theeffective dateof thisparagraph.

(2) Isaresidentof thisCommonwealth.
(3) Candemonstrateproofof practiceof marriageandfamily therapy

for at least five of the seven years immediately prior to the date of
applicationfor license.

(4) Has successfully met one of the following educational
requirements:

(i) Has a doctoraldegreein marriageandfamily therapyor in a
field determinedby theboardby regulationto becloselyrelatedto-the
practice of marriage and family therapy from an accredited
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educationalinstitution with graduatelevel coursework in marriage
andfamily therapyacceptableto theboard.

(ii) Has a master’sdegreeof at least48 semesterhoursor 72
quarterhoursin marriageandfamily therapyor in a field determined
by the board by regulationto be closely relatedto the practiceof
marriage and family therapy from an accredited educational
institution with graduatelevel coursework in marriageand family
therapyacceptableto theboard.

(iii) Has a master’sdegreeof lessthan48 semesterhours or 72
quarterhoursbut not less than36 semesterhoursor 54 quarterhours
in marriageandfamily therapyor in a field determinedby theboard
by regulationto be closely related to the practiceof marriageand
family therapy from an accredited educational institution with
graduatelevel courseworkin marriageandfamily therapyacceptable
to the boardandhas within the past ten years completedsufficient
continuingeducationsatisfactoryto theboardto equal thenumberof
hours neededto achievea total of 48 semesterhoursor 72 quarter
hours at a ratio of 15 continuing educationhours equaling one
semesterhour.
(5) Can demonstrateholding a currentprofessionalcertification in

marriage and family therapy and having passedan examinationin
marriageandfamily therapyapprovedby theboard.
(c) Professionalcounselors.—Therequirementsof section7(f)(4) shall

not apply anda licenseshallbe issuedwithout examinationto an applicant
whomeetsall of thefollowing requirements:

(1) Has submittedanapplicationfor aprofessionalcounselorlicense,
accompaniedby the required fee, within [three] four yearsafter the
effectivedateof thisparagraph.

(2) Isaresidentof thisCommonwealth.
(3) Candemonstrateproofof practiceof professionalcounselingfor

at least five of the seven years inunediately prior to the date of
applicationfor license.

(4) Has successfully met one of the following educational
requirements:

(i) Has a doctoral degreein professionalcounselingor a field
determinedby the boardby regulation to be closely relatedto the
practice of professionalcounselingfrom an accreditededucational
institution.

(ii) Has a master’sdegreeof at least48 semesterhours or 72
quarterhoursin professionalcounselingor a field determinedby the
boardby regulationto becloselyrelatedto thepracticeof professional
counselingfrom an accreditededucationalinstitution.

(iii) Has a master’sdegreeof lessthan 48 semesterhoursor 72
quarterhoursbut not lessthan36 semesterhoursor 54 quarterhours
in professionalcounselingor a field determinedby the board by
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regulation to be closely related to the practice of professional
counselingand haswithin the past ten years completedsufficient
continuingeducationsatisfactoryto the board to equal the numberof
hoursneededto achievea total of 48 semesterhours or 72 quarter
hours at a ratio of 15 continuing education hours equaling one
semesterhour.
(5) Can demonstrateholding a currentprofessionalcertification in

professional counseling and having passeda national certification
examination in professionalcounseling administeredby a nationally
recognizedcredentialingagencyapprovedby the board.
Section3. Thisactshalltake effectimmediately.

APPRoVED—The13thdayof February,A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


