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No. 2002-16

AN ACT

SB 978

Amendingtheactof July 7, 1947 (P.L.1368,No.542),entitled,asamended,“An act
amending,revising andconsolidatingthe laws relating to delinquentcounty,
city, exceptof the first andsecondclass and secondclass A, borough, town,
township, school district, exceptof the first classand school districts within
cities of the secondclassA, andinstitution district taxes,providing when,how
anduponwhatproperty,andto what extentliens shallbeallowedfor suchtaxes,
thereturnandenteringof claimstherefor;thecollectionandadjudicationof such
claims,salesof realproperty,including seatedandunseatedlands,subjectto the
lien of suchtax claims; the dispositionof theproceedsthereof, including State
taxesandmunicipalclaimsrecoveredandtheredemptionofproperty;providing
for thedischargeanddivestitureby certaintaxsalesof all estatesin propertyand
of mortgagesandliens on suchproperty,andtheproceedingstherefor;creatinga
TaxClaim Bureauin eachcounty,exceptcountiesof the first andsecondclass,
to actasagentfor taxingdistricts;definingits powersandduties,including sales
of property, the managementof property taken in sequestration,and the
management,saleand disposition of propertyheretoforesold to the county
commissioners,taxingdistricts andtrusteesat taxsales;providing a methodfor
the serviceof processandnotices;imposingduties on taxingdistricts andtheir
officers andon tax collectors, andcertainexpenseson countiesandfor their
reimbursementby taxing districts; andrepealingexisting laws,” providing for
thealternativecollectionof taxes.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section201 of the actof July 7, 1947 (P.L.1368,No.542),
known as the Real EstateTax SaleLaw, amendedJuly 3, 1986 (P.L.351,
No.81), is amendedto read:

Section 201. Creationof Bureaus.—~A1Exceptasotherwiseprovided
in section201.1,a Tax Claim Bureauis herebycreatedin each countyin
theoffice of thecountycommissioners.

Section2. Theactis amendedby addingasectiontoread:
Section 201.1. Alternative Collection of Taxes.—(a) In lieu of

creatingabureau, countiesareauthorizedtoprovideby ordinancefor the
appointmentand compensationof such agents, clerks, collectors and
other assistantsand employes,either under existing departments, in
private sectorentitiesor otherwiseasmay be deemednecessary,for the
collection and distribution of taxes under this act. Any alternative
collection method shall be subject to all of the notices, time frames,
enumeratedfeesand protectionsfor property owners containedin this
act. Two or more countiesmay enter into a joint agreementunder 53
Pa.C.S.Ch. 23 Subch.A (relating to intergovernmentalcooperation) to
providefor thealternativecollectionof taxesunderthis section.

(b) Therequirementof section203to furnish bonds,provisionsof this
actrelatingto accountinganddistributionofmoneysandothr-pro’~isionx
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relating to operationofa bureau shall apply to an alternativecollection
systemestablishedunderthis section.

Section3. Thisactshalltakeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The22nd dayof March,A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


