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AN ACT

SB 1012

Amending the act of December16, 1986 (P.L.1646,No.188), entitled “An act
providing for the licensingof chiropractorsandthe regulationof the practiceof
chiropractic;establishingthe StateBoardof Chiropracticin the Departmentof
Stateandproviding for its powersandduties;providing for thesupervisionof
collegesof chiropractic,for the examinationof applicants,for enforcementand
for disciplinary actions; providing penalties;and making repeals,”adding a
definition of “manipulation/adjustment.”

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 102 of the act of December16, 1986 (P.L.1646,
No.188),knownas theChiropracticPracticeAct, is amendedto read:
Section102. Definitions.

The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin this actshall havethe
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Adjunctive procedures.” Physical measuressuch as mechanical
stimulation, heat, cold, light, air, water, electricity, sound,massageand
mobilization.

“Board.” TheStateBoardof Chiropractic.
“Bureau.” TheBureauof ProfessionalandOccupationalAffairs.
“Chiropractic.” A branch of the healing arts dealing with the

relationshipbetweenthe articulationsof the vertebralcolumn, as well as
otherarticulations,and theneuro-musculo-skeletalsystemand the role of
theserelationshipsin the restorationandmaintenanceof health.Theterm
shall include systemsof locatingmisalignedor displacedvertebraeof the
human spine and other articulations;the examinationpreparatoryto the
adjustmentor manipulationof such misalignedor displacedvertebraeand
other articulations;the adjustmentor manipulationof such misalignedor
displacedvertebraeand other articulations; the furnishing of necessary
patientcarefor the restorationandmaintenanceof health;andthe use of
board-approvedscientific instrumentsof analysis,including X-ray. The
termshall alsoincludediagnosis,providedthat suchdiagnosisis necessary
to determinethe natureand appropriatenessof chiropractictreatment;the
useof adjunctiveproceduresin treating misalignedor dislocatedvertebrae
or articulationsandrelatedconditionsof thenervoussystem,providedthat,
afterJanuary1, 1988,thelicenseemustbecertifiedin accordancewith this
act to useadjunctiveprocedures;andnutritionalcounseling,providedthat
nothingherein shall be construedto require licensureas a chiropractorin
order to engagein nutritional counseling.The term shall not include the
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practiceof obstetrics or gynecology, the reduction of fracturesor major
dislocations,or theuseof drugsor surgery.

“Chiropractor.” A practitionerof chiropractic.
“Commissioner.” The Commissionerof ProfessionalandOccupational

Affairs.
“Department.” TheDepartmentof Stateof theCommonwealth.
“Manipulation/adjustment.” A passive manual maneuverduring

which ajoint complexis carried beyondthe normal physiologicalrange
of motion that are applied without exceeding the boundaries of
anatomical integrityof the joint complexor otherarticulations and that
are intendedto result in cavitationof thejoint or reducesubluxation.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffect in 60 days.

APPR0vED—The2nddayof April, A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


