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No. 2002-27

AN ACT

SB 1011

Amendingthe actof October10, 1975 (P.L.383,No.110), entitled “An actrelating
to thepracticeof physicaltherapy,”addinga definition of “mobilization/manual
therapy.”

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section2 of the actof October10, 1975 (P.L.383,No.110),
known as thePhysicalTherapyPracticeAct, amendedDecember20, 1985
(P.L.500,No.117),is amendedtoread:

Section 2. Deflnitions.—The following definitions shall apply, when
usedin thisact,unlessotherwiseexpressedtherein:

“Athletic trainer” shall meana personcertified by the State Boardof
Physical Therapyas an athletic trainer after meeting the requirementsof
thisactandrules andregulationspromulgatedpursuantthereto.

“Athletic Trainer Advisory Committee” shall mean the committee
createdby section 10.1 of thisacttoadvisetheboard.

“Board” meanstheStateBoardof PhysicalTherapy.
“Commissioner” shall mean the Commissionerof the Bureau of

ProfessionalandOccupationalAffairs.
“Healing arts” shall mean the scienceand skill of diagnosis and

treatmentin anymannerwhatsoeverof diseaseor anyailment of thehuman
body.

“Physical therapist” shall mean a person who has met all the
requirementsof this act and is licensedto practicephysical therapyin
accordancewith thisact.

“Physical therapistassistant”shall meana personwho hasmet all the
requirementsof this actandis registeredasaphysicaltherapistassistantin
accordancewith thisact.

“Physical therapy”meansthe evaluationandtreatmentof anypersonby
the utilization of the effective propertiesof physical measuressuch as
mechanical stimulation, heat, cold, light, air, water, electricity, sound,
massage, mobilization and the use of therapeutic exercises and
rehabilitativeproceduresincluding training in functionalactivities,with or
without assistivedevices,for thepurposeof limiting or preventingdisability
and alleviating or correctinganyphysical or mental conditions,andthe
performanceof testsandmeasurementsas anaid in diagnosisor evaluation
of function.

“Mobilization/manual therapy” shall mean a group of techniques
compnsinga continuumofskilledpassivemovementsto thejoints and/or
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relatedsoft tissuesthroughout the normalphysiologicalrange of motion
that areappliedat varying speedsandamplitudes,without limitation.

“Physician”meansapersonas definedin 1 Pa.C.S.§ 1991 (relating to
definitions).

Section2. Thisact shalltakeeffect in 60days.

APPROVED—The2nddayof April, A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


