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AN ACT

HB 1923

Amendingtheact of April 8, 1982 (P.L.310,No.87), entitled “An actestablishing
feesfor servicesof recordersof deedsin countiesof thesecondA, third, fourth,
fifth, sixth,seventhandeighthclasses,”furtherproviding for afee for recording
a documentin countiesof the secondA, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventhand
eighthclassesandhomerulechartercountiesof theseclasses.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Thetitle of theactof April 8, 1982(P.L.310,No.87),referred
to as theRecorderof DeedsFeeLaw, is amendedto read:

AN ACT
Amending the act of April 8, 1982 (P.L.310, No.87), entitled “An act

establishingfees for servicesof recordersof deedsin countiesof the
secondA, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventhandeighthclassesandhome
rule chartercountiesoftheseclasses.”
Section2. Section2.1 of theact,addedJanuary29, 1998(P.L.34,No.8),

is amendedto read:
Section2.1. (a) Thereis herebycreatedaCountyRecordsImprovement

Fund in countiesof the secondA, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventhand
eighthclassesandhomerule chartercountiesof theseclasses.

(b) In addition to the fee chargedby a recorderof deedsor by an
equivalentofficer in ahomerule chartercounty,afeein theamountof [$2]
$5 shallbechargedandcollectedfor eachdocumentrecorded.The feeshall
bedistributedin the following manner:

(1) Theamountof [$1] $3 shallberetainedin a separatefund within
the office of the recorderof deedsto be used,in accordancewith regular
county budgeting, contracting and procurementpractices,to support
developmentandimprovementof office recordsmanagementactivities
andsystemsin theoffice of therecorderof deedsor in its equivalentin a
homerule chartercounty.Amountsin theseparatefund shallnotbe used
to substituteany allocationsof generalrevenuesfor the operationof the
recorder’s office without the expressconsent of the recorder. The
separatefund shall be auditedby the appropriateauditing agency,and
any unexpendedbalance,togetherwith interestearnedon the separate
fund, shallbe left in the separatefund to accumulatefrom yearto year.
Beginningwith the closeof the fiscal yearfour yearsafter the effective
dateof this sectionandeveryfour yearsthereafter,any unencumbered
fundsremainingin theseparatefund shall be transferredto the County
RecordsImprovementFund.

(2) Theamountof [$1] $2 shall bedepositedin the CountyRecords
ImprovementFundfor useasprescribedin subsection(c).
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(c) Fundsdepositedin the CountyRecordsImprovementFundshall be
expendedin accordancewith a comprehensiverecordsmanagementplan
basedon the goal of standardizingand equalizingthe capabilitiesof all
county offices consistentwith their needto receive,manageand provide
information to the public as efficiently as possible. The plan shall be
developedandadministeredin thefollowing manner:

(1) Each county shall establisha County Records Improvement
Committeemadeup of the countycommissioners,sheriff, prothonotary,
clerk of court, registerof wills and treasureror their equivalentin a
homerulechartercounty.TheCountyRecordsImprovementCommittee
shall assessthe relativerecords managementcapabilitiesand records
managementneedsof eachoffice anddeveloprecommendationsto the
countycommissionersfor a comprehensiverecordsmanagementplan
consistentwith thegoal establishedin thissubsection.

(2) The countycommissionersor their equivalentin a homerule
charter county shall adopt and provide for administration of a
comprehensiverecords managementplan that is based on the
recommendationsof theCountyRecordsImprovementCommitteeandis
consistentwith the goalestablishedin this subsection.Theplan may be
amendedfrom time to time in consultationwith the CountyRecords
ImprovementCommittee.

(3) The CountyRecordsImprovementFundshall be expendedand
administeredconsistentwith regularcountybudgeting,contractingand
procurement practices and administrativeprocedures. The County
RecordsImprovementFundshallbe auditedby theappropriateauditing
agency,andany unexpendedbalance,togetherwith interestearnedon
the County Records ImprovementFund, shall be left in the County
RecordsImprovementFundtoaccumulatefrom yeartoyear.
Section3. Thisactshalltakeeffect in 60 days.

APPR0vED—The17thdayof April, A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


