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AN ACT

HB 2088

Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated

Statutes,furtherprovidingfor causingor riskingcatastrophe.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 3302 of Title 18 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read:
§ 3302. Causingor risking catastrophe.

(a) Causing catastrophe.—Aperson who causesa catastropheby
explosion,fire, flood,avalanche,collapseof building,releaseof poisongas,
radioactivematerialor otherharmfulor destructiveforceor substance,or by
any other meansof causing potentially widespread injury or damage,
including selling, dealingin or otherwiseproviding licensesorpermits to
transporthazardousmaterialsin violation of 75 Pa.C.S.Ch. 83 (relating
tohazardousmaterialstransportation),commitsa felonyof thefirst degree
if hedoesso intentionallyor knowingly, or a felony of the seconddegreeif
hedoessorecklessly.

(1,) Risking catastrophe.—Aperson is guilty of a felony of the third
degreeif he recklesslycreatesa risk of catastrophein the employmentof
fire, explosivesor other dangerousmeanslisted in subsection(a) of this
section.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffect in 60days.

APPRovED—The30thdayof April, A.D. 2002.
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