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No. 2002-41

AN ACT

HE 2305

Amending the act of August9, 1955 (P1.323,No.130),entitled,as amended,“An
act relating to counties of the first, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventhand eighth
classes; amending, revising, consolidating and changing the laws relating
thereto; relating to imposition of excisetaxesby counties, including authorizing
imposition of anexcisetaxon the rental of motor vehiclesby counties of the first
class;and providing for regional renaissanceinitiatives,” further providing for
electedofficers.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section401 of the act of August9, 1955 (P.L.323,No.130),
known as The County Code, amendedNovember 26, 1968 (P.L.1099,
No.341), December 18, 1984 (P.L.1065, No.211) and June 18, 1998
(P.L.619,No.79),is amendedto read:

Section 401. Enumerationof ElectedOfficers.—(a) In each county,
thereshall be the following officers electedby the qualified electorsof the
county:

(1) Threecountycommissioners.
(2) Threeauditorsor, in all countieswhere the office of auditor has

heretoforebeenor shallhereafterbeabolished,onecontroller.
(3) One treasurer.
(4) Onecoroner.
(5) Onerecorderof deeds.
(6) Oneprothonotary.
(7) One clerkof the court of quartersessionsandof the court of oyer

andtenniner.
(8) Oneclerkof theorphans’court.
(9) Oneregisterof wills.
(10) Onesheriff.
(11) Onedistrict attorney.
(12) Two jurycommissioners.
(b) All such officers shall be electedat the municipal election next

precedingthe expiration of the terms of the officers now in office, and
quadrenniallythereafter,andshallhold their officesfor aterm of four years
from the first Mondayof Januarynext after their election anduntil their
successorsshallbe duly qualified,but in theeventthat any suchofficer so
elected,exceptingacountycommissioneror auditor,shallfall to qualify, or
if no successorshall be elected,thenthe chiefdeputy,first assistant,first
deputyor principal deputyin office at the tunethe vacancyoccurredshall
assumetheoffice until a successorhasbeenappointedpursuantto section
409 or until the first Monday in January following the nextmunicipal
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election,whicheverperiod is shorter.In the caseof acountycommissioner
or auditor,thereshallbeavacancywhichshall befilled asprovidedin this
act.

(c) All the countyofficers enumeratedin this sectionshall remain as
nowconstituted.Thissectiondoesnot createanyoffice in any countywhere
suchoffice doesnot nowexist.

(d) The office of jury commissionermaybeabolishedby referendumat
the option of eachcountywhich on the effectivedateof this subsectionis a
county of the third class having a population under the 1990 Federal
decennial censusin excessof 237,000residents,but less than 240,000
residents,or apopulationunderthe 1990Federaldecennialcensusin excess
of 337,000residents,but less than 341,000residents,wheneverelectors
equalto atleastfive percentumof the highestvote castfor anyoffice in the
countyat the last precedinggeneralelectionshall file a petition with the
countyboardof elections,or the governingbody of the countyadopts,by a
majority vote,aresolutionto placesucha questionon the ballot andacopy
of theresolutionis filed with thecountyboardof electionsfor areferendum
on the questionof abolishingthe office of jury commissioner.Proceedings
underthissubsectionshallbe inaccordancewith theprovisionsof theactof
June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the “PennsylvaniaElection
Code.” Upon approvalof the referendumthe office of jury commissioner
shall expire at the completionof the currentjury commissioners’terms of
office. Thereferendumshall not take placein any year in which the office
ofjury commissionersis on theballot.

(e) The office of jury commissionermaybe abolishedin a county of
the third classhaving a populationduring the 2000 decennialcensusof
not lessthan 371,000andnotmore than 380,000if the governingbodyof
the countyadopts,by a majority vote,a resolutionabolishing the office of
jury commissioner. Upon approval of the resolution, the office of jury
commissioner shall expire at the completion of the current jury
commissioners’termsof office.

Section 2. Theamendmentof section401 of the act shall applytojury
commissionersholdingoffice on or after theeffectivedateof thisact.

Section3. Thisactshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROvED—The9th dayof May, A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


