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No. 2002-44

AN ACT

SB 1240

Amendingthe actof June3, 1937 (P.L.1333,No.320),entitled “An act concerning
elections, including general, municipal, special and primary elections, the
nominationof candidates,primary andelectionexpensesandelectioncontests;
creatinganddefiningmembershipof countyboardsof elections;imposingduties
upon the Secretaryof the Commonwealth,courts,county boardsof elections,
countycommissioners;imposingpenaltiesfor violation of theact, andcodifying,
revisingandconsolidatingthe laws relatingthereto; andrepealingcertainacts
andparts of acts relating to elections,” further providing for appointmentof
watchersand for restrictions on election district alteration; providing for the
StatewideUniformRegistryof ElectorsAdvisory Board;andmakingarepeal.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section417(b)of theactof June3, 1937 (P.L.1333,No.320),
known as the PennsylvaniaElection Code, amendedAugust 14, 1963
(P.L.1048,No.453), is amendedtoread:

Section417. Appointmentof Watchers.—

(b) All watchersso appointedshall servein only onedistrict andmust
be qualified registeredelectorsof the [municipality or township] county in
which thedistrict wheretheyareauthorizedto act is located.It shallnot be
a requirement that they be residents of the district where they are
authorizedtoact. Only onewatcherfor eachcandidateatprimaries,or for
eachpartyor political bodyatgeneral,municipalor specialelections,shall
be allowedto remainin thepolling placeatany onetimeprior to theclose
of the polls, andall watchersin theroom shallremainoutsidethe enclosed
space.After thecloseof thepolls andwhile theballotsarebeingcountedor
voting machinecanvassed,all the watchersshall bepermittedto be in the
polling place outsidethe enclosedspace.Eachwatchershall be provided
with a certificatefrom the countyboardof elections,statinghis nameand
the nameof the candidate,party or political body herepresents.Watchers
shall be required to show their certificates when requestedto do so.
Watchersallowedin the polling placeunder theprovisionsof this act,shall
be permittedto keepalist of votersand shallbe entitled to challengeany
personmakingapplicationto voteandtorequireproofof hisqualifications,
as providedby this act. [All watchersso appointed asset forth above,
who are to serve in a district other than the one from which they are
registered electors, are to be appointed on petition to the court of
common pleas. Said petition shall set forth that the watcher is a
qualified voter of the municipality or township in which the district is
located and that said watcher is a law abiding citizen and of good



SESSIONOF 2002 Act 2002-44 311

repute, and the court shall consider all factors relevant to said petition
beforegranting or refusingsame.]

Section 2. Section536 of the act,addedNovember24, 1999 (P.L.543,
No.51), is amendedtoread:

Section 536. Restrictionson Alteration.—(a) Except as provided in
subsection(b), thereshall be no power to establish,abolish, divide [or],
consolidateor alter in any manneran election district during the period
June 1, 2000,through[April] June30, 2002, or through resolutionof all
judicial appeals to the 2002 Congressional ReapportionmentPlan,
whicheveroccurslater.

(b) During the period from June 1, 2000,throughDecember31, 2000,
an electiondistrict maybedivided or electiondistricts maybecombinedif
thefollowing aremet:

(1) In the caseof the division of an election district, the boundaryof
each resulting district is composedentirely of clearly visible physical
featuresconfonningwith thecensusblock lines or portionsof the original
boundaryof theelectiondistrict whichwasdivided.

(2) In the caseof the combinationof electiondistricts,the boundaryof
each resulting district is composedentirely of portions of the original
boundariesof theelectiondistrictswhich werecombined.

(c) If an alterationof an electiondistrictundersubsection(b) is sought,
thefollowing shallapply:

(1) The county boardof electionsshall notify the bureau,in writing, of
theproposedalteration.Thenoticeshallincludeamapandadescriptionof
theproposedboundaryof anynewor altereddistrict or districts.Thebureau
shall forward a copyof any noticeof proposedalterationto theLegislative
DataProcessingCenterwithin seven(7) daysof receipt.

(2) Before a county boardof electionsmay petition the court for a
changein the boundaryof an electiondistrict under this act, the secretary
mustmakeadeterminationthattheboardhascompliedwith subsection(b).
Any of the following constituteevidenceof the determinationunder this
clause:

(i) A certificationby thesecretarythat the determinationhasbeenmade.
(ii) A certification by theboard that notice under this clausehas been

given to the bureauand that the secretaryhas not actedwithin forty-five
(45) daysof thenotice.

(3) Theboardshall forwardacopyof theorderapprovinganyalteration
to thesecretaryandtheLegislativeDataProcessingCenterwithin seven(7)
daysof theissuanceof that order.

Section3. Theactis amendedby addinganarticleto read:

ARTICLE XIII-C
StatewideUnjform Registryof ElectorsAdvisoryBoard

Section1301-C. Definitions.



312 Act 2002-44 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin this article shall have
the meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the context clearly
indicatesotherwise:

“Department.” TheDepartmentofStateof the Commonwealth.
“Secretary.” TheSecretaryofthe Commonwealth.
“StatewideUniform Registry of Electors” or “SURE system.” The

integrated voter registration system of all registered electors in this
Commonwealthestablishedin 25 Pa.C.S. Ch. 12 Subch. B (relating to
StatewideUniform RegistryofElectors(SURE)).
Section1302-C. SURESystemAdvisoryBoard.

(a) Establishment.—Thesecretaryshall form an advisoryboard to
confer with the departmentregardingthe SUREsystem.

(b) Composition—The advisory board shall be comprised of six
directorsofelectionswhohavebeenappointedasfollows:

(1) Two directors by the Senate,one appointedby the Minority
Leaderandoneappointedby the Presidentpro temporeof the Senate.

(2) Two directorsby the Houseof Representatives,oneappointed
by the Minority Leaderandone appointedby the Speakerof the House
ofRepresentatives.

(3) Twodirectorsappointedby the secretary.
(c) Terms.—Thetermof officeof eachmemberof the advisoryboard

shall be coterminous with the term of the authority appointing that
member.

Section4. Theprovisionsof 25 Pa.C.S.§ 1222(b)arerepealed.
Section 5. The amendmentof section 536 of the act shall apply

retroactivelyto November24, 1999.
Section6. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPRovED—The16thdayof May, A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


