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No.2002-49

AN ACT

SB 1007

Amendingthe act of February14, 1986 (P.L.2, No.2), entitled“An act regulating
the right to practice acupuncture;requiringthe registrationof acupuncturists;
and providing a penalty,” providing for the definition of “acupuncture
educationalprogram”;andfurtherproviding for theregulationsof thepracticeof
acupuncture.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the actof February 14, 1986 (P.L.2, No.2),
known as the AcupunctureRegistration Act, is amendedby adding a
definitiontoread:
Section2. Definitions.

The following wordsandphraseswhenused in this actshall havethe
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Acupuncture educational program.” Training and instruction in
acupuncture or supplemental acupuncture techniques offered by a
degree-grantinginstitution authorizedby the DepartmentofEducation of
the Commonwealth that leads to a master’s degree, master’s level
cert(ficateor diplomaor firstprofessionaldegree,that meetsthe relevant
andappropriaterequirements0122 Pa. Code(relating to education)and
24 Pa.C.S. Ch. 65 (relating to private colleges, universities and
seminaries) and that meets or exceeds the standards required for
acupunctureor oriental medicineprogramsestablishedby an accrediting
agencyrecognizedby the UnitedStatesDepartmentofEducation.

Section2. Section3 of the act,amendedDecember15, 1986 (P.L.1618,
No.183), is amendedtoread:
Section3. Regulationof thepracticeof acupuncture.

(a) Registrationrequired.—Exceptas provided in subsection[(e)] (h),
an individual, including a physician,shall be registeredwith one of the
boards before the individual may practice acupuncture in this
Commonwealth.Individuals shallrenewtheir registrationsbiennially with
theappropriateboard.

(b) Regulationsto bepromulgated.—Theboardsshall eachpromulgate
regulations requiring the proper training of individuals, including
physicians,before theymay be registeredto practiceacupuncturein this
Commonwealth.Propertraining shall include, to the extentdeterminedby
theappropriateboard,educationor demonstratedexperiencein thepractice
of acupuncture.If a boardrequiressuccessfulcompletionof awritten, oral
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or practicalexaminationin order to qualify for registrationunderthis act,
the examinationshall be preparedand administeredby a qualified and
approvedprofessional testing organization in the mannerrequired for
written examinationsby section812.1 of theactof April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,
No.175), known as The Administrative Code of 1929. The board may
promulgatesuch other regulationsas are deemedproper and necessary
regarding the practiceof acupuncture.If an individual is registeredto
practice acupuncturewith one of the boards, the individual shall be
consideredto havemet therequirementstoberegisteredby theotherboard.

[(C) Practice to be under general supervision of a physician.—An
acupuncturist isnot required to practiceacupuncture on the premisesof
the office of a physician; however, an acupuncturist, other than a
physician or a person exempted as provided for in subsection(e), is
required to practice acupuncture under the general supervision of a
physician. The supervising physician is not required to be registered
with a board as an acupuncturist. “General supervision” means the
supervisingphysician shall:

(1) Perform a medical diagnostic examination or review the
results of a recently performed medical diagnostic examination with
respect to any ailment or condition to be treated by acupuncture
prior to suchtreatment.

(2) Be personallyavailable for consultation on the premisesor be
available by telephone contact, chart review or other means
approvedby the appropriate board.

(3) Place conditions and restrictions on the courseof treatment if
required asamatter of soundmedical practice.]
(c) Practiceof certainacupuncturists.—Anacupuncturist,otherthan

a licensedphysicianor a personexemptedas providedfor in subsection
(h), shall, prior to administering the first treatment, do all of the
following:

(1) Ensure that the patient has secureda written referral for
treatmentby acupuncturefrom a licensedphysician.A referral under
thisparagraphshallplace conditionsandrestrictionson the courseof
treatment~frequiredasa matterofsoundmedicalpractice.

(2) Ensure that the patient has undergonea medicaldiagnostic
examinationor has had the results of a recentlyperformedmedical
diagnosticexaminationreviewedby a licensedphysician.

(3) Keep a copy of the referral and the resultsof the medical
diagnosticexaminationin thepatient’sfile.
(d) Supervision of students in acupuncture educational

programs.—Nothingin this act shallprohibit studentsenrolled in an
acupuncture educationalprogram from performing acupuncture or
supplementalacupuncturetechniquesin the courseof their instruction,
providedthat a licensedphysicianis readily availablefor consultations
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and that an acupuncturistis on site and responsiblefor the direct
supervisionofstudents.

(e) Faculty in acupunctureeducationalprograms.—Nothingin this
act shall prohibit faculty teaching in an acupuncture educational
program or visiting guest lecturersfrom performing acupunctureor
supplementalacupuncturetechniquesin the courseofstudentinstruction
or during professional developmentseminars, provided that such
individuals are registeredas acupuncturistsin this Commonwealthor
registeredas acupuncturistsin anotherjurisdiction recognizedby this
Commonwealthandobtain temporaryregistrationin thisCommonwealth.

(I) Supplementaltechniques.—Thepractice ofacupunctureshall also
encompass,asregulatedby the board, the useoftraditional andmodern
oriental therapeutics,heattherapy,moxibustion,electricaland low-level
laser stimulation, acupressureand other forms of massage,herbal
therapyandcounselingthat shallincludethe therapeuticuseoffoodsand
supplementsand lifestyle mod~ficationsand any other techniques
approvedby the board. Thesesupplementaltechniquesmay befor use
within the public domainor for use by any otherlicensedor registered
healthprofessionals,accordingto Statelaw andregulation. Noneof the
supplementaltechniquesunder this subsectionshall be a mandated
coverageunderan insurancepolicy.

[(d)] (g) Disciplinary and corrective measures.—Acupuncturists
registered with the State Board of Medicine shall be subject to all
disciplinaryprovisionsapplicableto medicaldoctorsas set forth in the act
of December20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medical Practice
Act of 1985.Acupuncturistsregisteredwith the StateBoardof Osteopathic
Medicine shall be subject to all disciplinary provisions applicable to
osteopathicmedical doctors as set forth in the act of October 5, 1978
(P.L.1109,No.261),knownastheOsteopathicMedicalPracticeAct.

[(e)] (h) Section not applicable to dentists, podiatrists and
veterinarians.—Thissection shall not apply to a dentist performing
acupuncturein connection with the practice of dentistry, a podiatrist
performing acupuncturein connectionwith the practiceof podiatry or a
veterinarianperforming acupunctureon animals in connectionwith the
practiceof veterinarymedicine.The StateBoardof Dentistrywith regardto
dentists,the StateBoardof Podiatrywith regardto podiatristsandthe State
Boardof Veterinary Medical Examinerswith regardto veterinariansshall
assurethat licenseesof thatboardwho performacupuncturehavewhat that
boarddeterminesto be thepropereducationor demonstratedexperiencein
theperformanceof acupuncture.

Section3. Theactis amendedby addingasectionto read:
Section6.1. Approvalofacupunctureeducationalprograms.

TheDepartmentofEducationofthe Commonwealthshallapproveany
acupunctureeducationalprogramthat meetsthe relevantandappropriate
requirementsof22 Pa. Code (relating to education)and24 Pa.C.S.Cli.
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65 (relating to private colleges, universitiesand seminaries)and that
meetsor exceedsthe standardsrequiredfor acupunctureor oriental
medicineprogramsestablishedby an accreditingagencyrecognizedby
the UnitedStatesDepartmentofEducation.

Section4. Thisactshalltake effectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The16thdayof May, A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


