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AN ACT

SB 1017

Amending the act of December4, 1996 (P.L.893, No.141), entitled “An act
providing for volunteerhealthservices;limiting liability of a volunteerlicense
holder; and requiring reports,” further defining “volunteer license”; further
providing for volunteerstatus,for regulationsandfor exemptions;andproviding
for indemnity and defensefor active practitionersand for optional liability
coverage.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Thedefinition of “volunteerlicense” in section3 of theactof
December4, 1996 (P.L.893, No.141), known as the Volunteer Health
ServicesAct, is amendedtoread:
Section3. Definitions.

The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin this actshall havethe
meaningsgivento them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Volunteer license.” A license issuedby the appropriateboard to a
[retired individual] health care practitioner who documents,to the
board’s satisfaction,that the individual will practice [without personal
remuneration]only in approvedclinicswithout remuneration, who is:

(1) a retiredhealthcarepractitioner; or
(2) a nonretired health care practitioner who is not required to

maintain professionalliability insurance under the act of October15,
1975 (P.L.390, No.111), known as the Health Care Services
MalpracticeAct, or the actofMarch 20, 2002 (P.L.154,No.13),known
as the MedicalCareAvailability andReductionof Error (Mcare)Act,
because the health care practitioner is not otherwise practicing
medicineorproviding healthcare servicesin this Commonwealth.
Section2. Sections4, 5 and9 of theactareamendedtoread:

Section4. Volunteerstatus.
A licensee in good standing who retires from active practice or C

nonretired licenseewho doesnot otherwisecurrentlypractice or provide
health care services in this Commonwealth and is not required to
maintain professionalliability insuranceunder the act of October 15,
1975 (P.L.390,No.111),known as the Health Care ServicesMalpractice
Act, or the actofMarch 20,2002 (P.L.154,No.13),knownasthe Medical
Care Availability and Reduction of Error (Mcare) Act, may apply, on
formsprovidedby theappropriateboard,[to placethe licensee’slicenseon
volunteerstatus]for a volunteerlicense.
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Section5. Regulations.
Eachboardshallpromulgateregulationsgoverningthevolunteerlicense

category.Theregulationsshallinclude~:
(1) Qualifications for placing a licenseon volunteer statusafter

the effective date of this act.
(2) Criteria under which a licenseewho, having retired in good

standing and allowed the licensee’slicenseto becomeinactive prior
to the effectivedate of this act,may be issueda volunteer license.

(3) Procedures under which a volunteer license holder may
return to active practice] qualificationsfor obtaininga volunteer
license.

Section9. Exemptions.
For the purposesof this act, volunteer licenseeswho are otherwise

subjectto the provisionsof the act of October15, 1975 (P.L.390,No.111),
known as the HealthCareServicesMalpracticeAct, or the act of March
20, 2002 (P.L.154,No.13),known as the Medical Care Availability and
ReductionofError (Mcare)Act, shallbeexemptfrom the requirementsof
that act with regard to the maintenanceof liability insurancecoverage.
Volunteer licenseesholding a license issued by the State Board of
Chiropracticshallbeexemptfrom theprovisionsof section508of theactof
December16, 1986 (P.L.1646,No.188),knownas theChiropracticPractice
Act.

Section3. Theactis amendedby addingsectionstoread:
Section10.2. Indemnityanddefenseforactivepractitioners.

A health care practitioner who provideshealth care servicesat an
approvedclinic without remunerationunder an active nonvolunteer
licenseshall be entitled to indemnity and defenseunderthe terms of
whateverliability insurancecoverageis maintainedby or providedto the
practitionerto complywith theactofOctober15,1975(P.L.390,No.111),
knownas the HealthCareServicesMalpracticeAct, or the actof March
20, 2002 (P.L.154, No.13),knownas the MedicalCare Availability and
ReductionofError (Mcare)Act, in thescopeoftheir regularpractice.No
health care practitioner may be surcharged or denied coveragefor
renderingservicesatan approvedclinic. Nothingsetforth in this section
shall limit a carrier’s right to refusecoverageor to adjustpremiumson
the basisofmeritoriousclaimsagainstthepractitioner.
Section10.3. Optional liability coverage.

A hoiderofa volunteerlicense,oran approvedclinic actingon behalf
ofa volunteerlicensee,whoelectsto purchaseprimary insurancetocover
servicesrenderedat an approvedclinic shall not be obligatedto purchase
excesscoveragethroughthe MedicalProfessionalCatastropheLossFund
or theMedicalCareAvailabilityandReductionofError (Mcare)Fund.
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Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The19thdayof June,A.D. 2002.
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