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AN ACT

SB 592

AmendingTitle 20 (Decedents,Estates and Fiduciaries) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for dispositions of decedent’s property
independentof grantingletters.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 3101 of Title 20 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedby addingasubsectionto read:
§ 3101. Paymentsto familyandfuneraldirectors.

***

(e) Unclaimedproperty.—
(1) In any case wherepropertyor fundsownedby an individual

who hasdieda residentofthisCommonwealthhavebeenreportedto
the Commonwealthandare in the custodyof the State Treasureras
unclaimedor abandonedproperty, the State Treasurer,at anytime
afterthe deathofthe individual,shall beauthorizedunderthissection
to distribute the propertyor to paythe amountbeingheld in custody
whereall ofthefollowingconditionsarepresent:

(i) Theamountof the fundsor the value of the property is
$11,000or less.

(ii) The personclaiming the property or the funds is the
survivingspouse,child, motheror father,or sisteror brotherofthe
decedent,withpreferencegivenIn that order.

(iii) A personalrepresentativeof the decedenthas not been
appointedor five yearshave1 lapsedsince the appointmentof a
personalrepresentativeofthedecedent.
(2) Upon beingpresentedwith a claim for property ownedby a

decedent,the State Treasurershall require the personclaiming the
property to provide all of the following prior to distributing the
propertyorpayingtheamountheldIn custody:

(i) A certjfleddeathcertificateofthe owner.
(ii) A swornaffidavit underthe penaltiesof18 Pa.C.S.~ 4904

(relating to unswornfalsification to authorities) settingforth the
relationship of the claimant to the decedent,the existenceor
nonexistenceof a duly appointedpersonalrepresentativeof the
decedentand anyother persons that may be entitled underthis
sectiontomakea claimto thedecedent’sproperty.

‘“has” in enrolled bill.
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(iii) Otherinformationdeterminedby the StateTreasurerto be
necessaryin order to distribute propertyor payfundsunderthis
sectiontotheproperperson.
(3) If the StateTreasurerdeterminesthe claimantto be a person

entitled to claim property of a decedentowner, the State Treasurer
shallpayor distributesuchpropertyto the claimantandshall thereby
be releasedto the sameextentas ~fpaymentor distribution had been
madeto a duly appointedpersonalrepresentativeof the decedentand
shall notbe requiredto overseetheapplicationofthepaymentsmade.
Any claimantto whompaymentis madeshall be answerabletherefore
toanyoneprejudicedby an improperdistributionorpayment.
Section2. Thisact shalltakeeffect immediately.

APPR0vED-.--The28ththy of June,A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


