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Providingfor vaccinationagainstmeningococcaldiseasefor studentsat institutions
of highereducation.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
This actshallbeknown and maybecited as the CollegeandUniversity

StudentVaccinationAct.
Section2. Defmitions.

The following wordsand phraseswhenusedin this actshall havethe
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe context clearlyindicates
otherwise:

“Branch campus.” A branchcampusis aunit of an institution of higher
educationwhich is distinguishedby all of thefollowing characteristics:

(1) An academicdegree-grantingprogramor organizedpartsthereof
offeredon a continuingbasis.

(2) Location separatelyidentifiable from the main campusof the
parent institution and providing the servicesnormallyassociatedwith
thecampus.

(3) Legal authority for governance,administrationand general
operationderivedfrom the charteror enablinglegislationof the parent
institutionor of theStateSystemof HigherEducation.
“Conununitycolleges.” Institutionsnow or hereaftercreatedpursuantto

Article XIX-A of theactof March 10, 1949(P.L.30, No.14),knownas the
Public School Code of 1949, or the act of August 24, 1963 (P.L.1132,
No.484),knownastheCommunityCollegeAct of 1963.

“Dormitory or housingunit.” A building owned by an institution of
highereducationwhich is usedasaresidenceby studentsof theinstitution.

“Independentinstitution of higher education.” An institution of higher
educationwhich is operatednot for profit, locatedin andincorporatedor
charteredby the Commonwealth,entitled to confer degreesandapply to
itself the designation“college” or “university” as providedfor by standards
and qualificationsprescribedby the State Board of Education under 24
Pa.C.S.Cli. 65 (relatingto privatecolleges,universitiesandseminaries).

“Institution of highereducation.” An independentinstitution of higher
education,acommunitycollege,a State-ownedinstitution or aState-related
institution,anyof which is approvedby theDepartmentof Education.
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“State-ownedinstitutions.” Thoseinstitutionswhicharepartof theState
Systemof Higher Educationpursuantto Article XX-A of theactof March
10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),knownasthePublicSchoolCodeof 1949.

“State-relatedinstitutions.” The PennsylvaniaState University, the
University of Pittsburgh,Temple University and Lincoln University and
their branchcampuses.
Section 3. Vaccinationrequirement.

(a) Generalrule.—Exceptasprovidedin subsection(b), an institutionof
higher educationshall prohibit a studentfrom residing in a dormitory or
housingunit unlessthe studenthasreceivedaone-timevaccinationagainst
meningococcaldisease.If the studentis aminor, the vaccinationmay only
beadministeredwith theconsentof thestudent’sparentor guardian.

(b) Exception.—An institution of higher education shall permit a
studentto residein adormitoryor housingunit without beingvaccinatedfor
religiousor other reasonsagainstmeningococcaldiseaseif the institution
providesdetailedinformation on therisks associatedwith meningococcal
diseaseandtheavailabilityandtheeffectivenessof anyvaccineto:

(1) The student,if the studentis 18 yearsof ageor older andthe
studentsignsa written waiver statingthat thestudenthasreceivedand
reviewedthe informationprovidedandhaschosennot to be vaccinated
for religiousor otherreasonsagainstmeningococcaldisease.

(2) Thestudent’sparentor guardian,if thestudentis a minor andthe
student’s parentor guardian signs a written waiver stating that the
parentor guardianhasreceivedandreviewedthe informationprovided
andhaschosennot to havethe studentvaccinatedfor religiousor other
reasonsagainstmeningococcaldisease.
(c) Construction.—Nothingin this sectionshallbe construedto require

aninstitution of higher educationto provideor payfor vaccinationsagainst
meningococcal disease. An institution is only responsible for the
dissemination of information and documentation of vaccination or
collectionof waiverforms.
Section4. Effectivedate.

Thisactshall takeeffect in 60days.

AppRovED—The28thdayof June,A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


