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No. 2002-122

AN ACT

HB 2322

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure)of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes, further providing for the Judicial Computer System
Augmentation Account; and establishingthe Access to Justice Account to
providefor civil legal servicesto indigentpersonsandfor impositionof fees.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 3733(a.1) of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesis amendedto read:
§ 3733. Depositsintoaccount.

(a.1) Additional fees.—
(1) In addition to the court costs and filing fees authorizedto be

collectedby statute~,an]:
(i) An additional feeof [$51 $10 shall be chargedandcollectedby

the prothonotaries of the Pennsylvania Supreme, Superior and
CommonwealthCourtsfor eachinitial filing for which a fee, charge
or costis nowauthorized.

(ii) An additionalfee of [$5] $10shall bechargedandcollectedby
theprothonotaries,clerks of orphans’courtsandregistersof wills of
all courtsof commonpleas,or by anyofficials designatedto perform
the functionsthereof, for the initiation of any civil action or legal
proceeding.

(iii) An additional feeof [$5] $10 shall bechargedby the clerksof
courtsof all courtsof commonpleas,or by anyofficials designatedto
perform the functions thereof, for the initiation of any criminal
proceedingfor which a fee, chargeor costis now authorizedanda
conviction is obtained or guilty plea is entered~,except in
misdemeanorcasesin which casea feeof $1.50will be charged].

(iv) An additional fee of [$1.50] $10 shall be charged and
collected by the minor judiciary, including district justices,
Philadelphia Municipal Court, Philadelphia Traffic Court and
PittsburghMagistratesCourt, for the initiation of a legal proceeding
for which a fee or cost is now authorized,exceptthat in criminal,
summaryandtraffic mattersthe fee shall be chargedonly when a
conviction is obtainedor guilty pleais entered.[The additionalfees]

(v) An additionalfee of $10 shall be cha,gedand collectedby
the recorders of deedsand clerks of court, or by any officials
designatedto perform similar functions,for eachfiling of a deed,
mortgageorpropertytransferfor which afee,chargeorcost is now
authorized.
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(2) The additionalfeesWent~fiedin paragraph (1) shall be fixed
and chargedfor the fiscalyearsasindicated:

(i) For the fiscalyear2002-2003,$9 of eachadditionalfeeshall
be deposited into the Judicial Computer System Augmentation
Account~.],and$1 of eachadditionalfeeshall be depositedinto the
Access to Justice Account under section 4904 (relating to
establishmentofAccesstoJusticeAccount).

(ii) For thefiscalyears2003-2004and2004-2005,$8.50of each
additionalfee shall bedepositedinto the Judicial ComputerSystem
AugmentationAccount, and$1.50 of each additionalfee shall be
depositedinto theAccesstoJusticeAccountundersection4904.

(iii) For the fiscal year 2005-2006 and each fiscal year
thereafter, $8 of each additionalfee shall be depositedinto the
Judicial ComputerSystemAugmentationAccount,and $2 of each
additionalfee shall be depositedinto the Accessto JusticeAccount
undersection4904.
(3) The moneyschargedand collectedunder this subsectionshall

be paidto the court imposingthe fee, which shall transfer the moneys
to the DepartmentofRevenuefor depositinto the appropriateaccount.
For the purposesof paragraph (1)(v), the court shall be the court of
commonpleas.

Section2. Title 42 is amendedby addingachapterto read:

CHAPTER49
ACCESSTO JUSTICE

Sec.
4901. Shorttitle of chapter.
4902. Declaration.
4903. Definitions.
4904. Establishmentof AccesstoJusticeAccount.
4905. Purposeof account.
4906. Distributionof funds.
4907. Expirationof chapter.

§ 4901. Shorttitle of chapter.
This chaptershallbe known andmaybe cited as the Accessto Justice

Act.
§ 4902. Declaration.

TheGeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresasfollows:
(1) It is of paramount importance to the citizens of this

Commonwealththat all individuals who seek lawful redressof their
grievanceshaveequalaccesstooursystemofjustice.

(2) The availability of civil legal servicesis essentialto providing
meaningful accesstojusticefor indigentpersonswhocannotafford legal
representation.
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§ 4903. Definitions.
The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin this chaptershall have

the meaningsgiven to them in this section unless the context clearly
indicatesotherwise:

“Account.” The Accessto JusticeAccount establishedin section4904
(relatingto establishmentof AccesstoJusticeAccount).

“Eligible legal servicesprovider.” A not-for-profit entity incorporatedin
this Commonwealth,tax exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
RevenueCode of 1986 (Public Law 99-514.26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3))or any
successorprovision, which operateswithin this Commonwealthfor the
primarypurposeof providing civil legal serviceswithout chargeandwhich
operatesto providesuchcivil legalservicesto eligible clientsandvictims of
abuseundercontractor subcontractwith the Departmentof Public Welfare
for the expenditureof fundsappropriatedby the GeneralAssemblyfor the
provision of legal services.

“Lobbying activities.” Any effort to influenceFederal,Stateor local
legislativeor administrativeaction,including, but not limited to, activities
intendedto influence the issuance,amendmentor revocation of any
executiveor administrativeorder or regulationof a Federal,Stateor local
agency,or to influencethe introduction,amendment,passageor defeatof
any legislationby theCongressof theUnitedStatesor by anyStateor local
legislativebody.
§ 4904. Establishmentof Accessto JusticeAccount.

Thereis establishedin the StateTreasurya nonlapsingrestrictedreceipt
accountto beknown as the Accessto JusticeAccount for the depositof all
feesauthorizedby this chapter.
§ 4905. Purposeof account.

(a) Permitteduse.—All moneysin the account and any investment
incomeaccruedshallbeusedexclusivelyto providecivil legalassistanceto
poor and disadvantagedpersonsin this Commonwealth. The Supreme
Court shall, by rule, determineeligibility for legal assistanceunder this
subsection.

(b) Prohibited use.—Recipientsof funds under this chapter are
prohibitedfrom usingthesefunds to contributeto or be madeavailableto
any political party or associationor the campaignof any candidatefor
publicor party office or similar political activitiesor to supportor oppose
candidatesfor public or party office or to support or opposeany ballot
questionsor to engagein lobbying activitiesexceptthat:

(1) A recipientof fundsmayengagein lobbyingactivitiesin response
to a requestfrom a governmentalagency,legislativebody,committee,
memberor staff thereofmadeto therecipient,consistentwith theRules
of ProfessionalConduct.

(2) An eligible legal services provider may engagein lobbying
activities in the provision of legal services to an eligible client on a
particularapplication,claim or casewhichdirectly involvesthatclient’s
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legal rightsandresponsibilities;however,this shall not beconstruedto
permitan eligible legal servicesprovider to solicit aclient in-viniatioirof
the Rules of ProfessionalConduct for the purposeof making such
representationpossible.

§ 4906. Distributionof funds.
All moneysdepositedin theaccountandanyinvestmentincome-accrued

are hereby annually appropriatedto the Administrative Office of the
PennsylvaniaCourtsandshall be distributedannually,upon requisitionof
the Court Administrator of Pennsylvania,to the PennsylvaniaIntereston
LawyersTrust Account Board to contract exclusivelywith eligible legal
servicesprovidersfor the purposeset forth in section 4905(a) (relating to
purposeof account). Funds received by the PennsylvaniaInterest on
LawyersTrust AccountBoard pursuantto this chaptershall be maintained
in a separateaccountand shallbe accountedfor separatelyfrom anyother
fundsreceivedby theboard.
§ 4907. Expiration of chapter.

Thischaptershallexpirein five years.
Section3. Thisact shalltake effectNovember1, 2002,or immediately,

whicheveris later.

APPROVED—The2nddayofOctober,A.D. 2002.

MARK S.SCHWEIKER


