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No. 2002-144

AN ACT

SB 807

Amendingthe act of November 24, 1998 (P.L.882, No.111), entitled “An act
providing for victims’ rights; imposing penalties; establishing remedies;
establishingtheOffice of Victim Advocate,theBureauof Victims’ Services,the
Victims’ ServicesAdvisory Committee, the StateOffender SupervisionFund
andotherfunds; andmakingrepeals,”furtherproviding for awards;andmaking
atransferto theCrimeVictim’s CompensationFund.

The General Assemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 707 of the act of November 24, 1998 (P.L.882,
No.! 11), known as the Crime Victims Act, is amendedby adding a
subsectionto read:
Section707. Awards.

(a.1) Protectionfromabuse.—Aclaimantwho satisfiesthe eligibility
requirementsof subsection(a)(1), (2) and(4) may satisfy the eligibility
requirementundersubsection(a)(3) for reporting a crime to the proper
awhorities by commencingan action brought in accordancewith 23
Pa.C.S.Ch.61 (relating to protectionfrom abuse)andas providedfor in
the PennsylvaniaRulesofCivil Procedure.In no casemay an awardbe
made4f therecordshowsthat thepetition was:

(1) Withdrawn, unless the Office of Victim Servicesfinds the
withdrawal to havebeenjustified, consistentwith regulationsof the
OfficeofVictimServices.

(2) Filed morethan 72 hours afterthe occurrenceofthe criminal
conductleadingtothe commencementoftheaction, unless:

(i) the victim is under 18 years of age at the time of the
occurrenceof the criminal conductandthe allegedoffenderis the
victim’sparentor a personresponsiblefor the victim’s welfare,an
individualresiding in the samehomeasthe victimor aparamourof
the victim’sparent;or

(ii) the Office of Victim Servicesfinds the delayto havebeen
just~fted,consistent with regulations of the Office of Victim
Services.

Section 2. The sum of $1,000,000is herebytransferredon aone-time
basis from the Victim Witness Services Fund to the Crime Victim’s
CompensationFund.
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Section3. Thisactshalltake effect immediately.

APPRovED—The3rddayof December,A.D. 2002.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


