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No. 2003-41

AN ACT

HB 46

AmendingTitle 18 (Crimes and Offenses)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated

Statutes,furtherproviding for desecrationor saleof veneratedobjects.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section5509 of Title 18 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read:
§ 5509. Desecrationor saleof veneratedobjects.

(a) Offensedefined.—Apersoncommitsamisdemeanorof the second
degreeif he:

(1) intentionally desecratesany public monument or structure, or
placeof worshipor burial;

(2) if heintentionallydesecratesanyotherobjectof venerationby the
publicor asubstantialsegmentthereofin anypublic place;or

(3) sells or attemptsto sell aveteran’smarkerasdescribedin section
1913 of the act of August9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), known as The
CountyCode.This paragraphshall not apply to the saleof veterans’
markersauthorizedby statute.
(a.1) Historic burial lots and burial places.—Apersoncommitsa

misdemeanorof thefirst degreeif the person intentionallydesecratesa
historicburial lot orhistoricburialplace.

(b) [Definition] Definitions.—Asused in this section, the [word
“desecrate” means defacing, damaging, polluting or otherwise
physically mistreating in a way that the actor knows will outrage the
sensibilities of persons likely to observe or discover the action.]
following words and phrasesshall havethe meaningsgivento them in
thissubsection:

“Desecrate.” Defacing, damaging,polluting or otherwisephysically
mistreatingin a way that theactor knowswill outragethe sensibilitiesof
personslikely to observeordiscovertheaction.

“Historic burial lot.” An individualburial site within a historicburial
place.

“Historic burialplace.” A tract ofland whichhasbeen:
(1) in existenceasa burialgroundfor morethan 100years;or
(2) listedin or eligiblefor theNational RegisterofHistoric Places

as determined by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission.
Section2. Theamendmentof 18 Pa.C.S.§ 5509 shallapply to offenses

committedon orafter theeffectivedateof thisact.
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Section3. Thisactshalltakeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The16th dayof December,A.D. 2003.
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