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HE 999

Establishingthe Reflex SympatheticDystrophySyndromeEducationProgram;and
providingfor powersanddutiesof theDepartmentof Health.
The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section1. Short title.
This actshall be known and may be cited as the Reflex Sympathetic

DystrophySyndromeEducationAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhenusedin this actshall havethe
meaningsgivento them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Department.” TheDepartmentof Healthof theCommonwealth.
“RSDS.” Reflex sympatheticdystrophysyndrome.

Section3. Findings.
Reflex sympatheticdystrophysyndrome,alsoknown ascomplexregional

pain syndrome,is a chronicneurologicalsyndromecharacterizedby severe
burning pain,pathologicalchangesin boneand skin, tissue swelling and
extremesensitivity to touch. Untreated,RSDS can result in permanent
deformityandchronicpain.
Section4. ReflexSympatheticDystrophySyndromeEducationProgram.

(a) Establishment.—Thedepartment shall establish the Reflex
SympatheticDystrophy SyndromeEducationProgramto promote public
awarenessof the causesof RSDSandthe valueof earlydetection,diagnosis
andtreatmentof thisdisease.

(b) Dutiesof department.—Thedepartmentshall:
(1) Establishapubliceducationandoutreachcampaignvia written

materials and brochuresto promoteawarenessof RSDS and enable
individualsto makeinformeddecisionsabouttheir health,including,but
notlimited to:

(1) Causeandnatureof thedisease.
(ii) Risk factorsthatcontributeto themanifestationof thedisease.
(iii) All availabletreatmentoptions, including risks andbenefits

of saidoptions.
(iv) Environmentalsafetyandinjury prevention.
(v) Restanduseof appropriatebodymechanics.
(vi) Availability of RSDS diagnostic, treatmentand outreach

servicesin thecommunity.
(vii) Any other factorsor elementsthat mightmitigate the effects

of thisdisease.
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(2) Developeducationalmaterialsandbrochureswhich shallbemade
availableto consumersthrough Stateand local departmentsof health,
hospitals,clinicsandotherhealthcareproviders.

(3) Develop relationshipswith health care providersand health-
related community-basedorganizations to promote and coordinate
professionaleducationprogramson RSDSfor, including,but not limited
to:

(i) Researchfindings.
(ii) Causeandnatureof thedisease.
(iii) Risk factors,including, but not limited to, lifestyle, heredity

anddrug interactions.
(iv) Diagnosticproceduresand appropriateindications for their

use.
(v) All medical and surgical treatment options, including

experimentalandestablisheddrug therapiesandthebenefits-and-risks
of eachoption.

(vi) Environmentalsafetyandinjury prevention.
(vii) Availability of RSDS diagnosis,treatment and support

servicesin thecommunity.
Section5. Grantacceptance.

The departmentmay accept grants, servicesand property from the
FederalGovernment,foundations,organizationsandotherentitiesas may
beavailabletocarryout theprovisionsof thisact.
Section6. Effectivedate.

Thisactshall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The 30thdayof December,A.D. 2003.

EDWARD 0. RENDELL


