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No. 2004-13

AN ACT

HB 1654

Amending the act of November 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45), entitled “An act
establishinga uniform construction code; imposing powers and duties on
municipalities and the Department of Labor and Industry; providing for
enforcement;imposing penalties;and making repeals,” further providing for
regulations, for revised or successor codes and for administration and
enforcement;providing for funding for an educationand training programfor
municipalcodeofficialsand certainindividualsemployedby third-partyagencies;
establishingthe Municipal Code Official Training Account; and providing for
expendituresfrom theaccount.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Sections301(a)(6),304(a) and501(a)of the act of November
10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45), known as the PennsylvaniaConstructionCode
Act, are amendedto read:
Section301. Adoptionby regulations.

(a) Regulations.—

(6) The regulationsshall include the provisionsof exception8 to
section 1014.6(relative to stairwaytreadsandrisers)of the 1993 BOCA
NationalBuilding Code,Twelfth Edition, andtheprovisionsof sectionR-
213.1 (relative to stairways)of theCABO OneandTwo Family Dwelling
Code, 1992 Edition, [which provisionsshall continuein effect until
December 31, 2003,] and such provisions shall be applicable
notwithstandingsection303(b), which shallnot apply to theprovisionsof
any municipal building code ordinancewhich equalsor exceedsthese
provisions.

Section304. Revisedor successorcodes.
(a) Building code.—

(1) [By] Subjectto sections105(c) and (d), 301(a)(3), (4), (5), (6)
and (7), (c) and(d) and302, by December31 of theyearof the issuance
of a new triennial BOCA National Building Code, or its successor
building code, thedepartmentshall promulgateregulationsadoptingthe
newcodeastheUniformConstructionCode.

(2) [By] Subjectto sections105(c) and (d), 301(a)(3), (4), (5), (6)
and (7), (c) and(d) and302, by December31 of theyearof issuanceof a
newtriennial ICC InternationalOneandTwo Family Dwelling Code,or
its successorbuilding code,the departmentshall promulgateregulations
providing that all detachedone-familyandtwo-family dwellingsandone-
family townhousesthat arenot morethan threestoriesin height andtheir
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accessorystructuresmay be designedin accordancewith that codeor the
Unifonn ConstructionCodeattheoptionof thebuilding permit applicant.

Section501. Administrationandenforcement.
(a) Adoptionof ordinance.—

(1) In order to administerand enforcethe provisionsof this act,
municipalitiesshall enactan ordinanceconcurrentlyadoptingthecurrent
Uniform ConstructionCode as their municipal building codeand the
current International Fuel Gas Code [for the purposesdescribedin
section 302(a)]. Municipalities may adopt the Uniform Construction
Code and incorporatedcodesand the InternationalFuel Gas Code by
reference.

(2) Municipalitiesshall have90 daysafterthe [effectivedateof this
act]promulgationofregulationsunder section301 or304 to adoptsuch
anordinance.Municipalitiesshallnotify the departmentof theadoptionof
suchan ordinancewithin 30 days.A municipality may adopt such an
ordinanceat any time thereafter,upon giving the department180 days’
noticeof its intentionto adoptsuchordinance.

Section2. The actis amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section703. Educationand trainingprogram.

(a) Fee.—Municipalities administeringand enforcing this act under
section501(a) and third-party agenciesproviding servicesundersection
501(e) shall assessa fee of $2 on each construction or building permit
issuedunder the authority of this act. The fee shall be in addition to any
otherfeeimposedfor thepermit.

(b) Municipal Code Official Training Account.—There is hereby
establishedwithin the State Treasury a restrictedaccountwhich shall be
knownastheMunicipal CodeOfficial Training Account.

(c) Deposit.—Moneyscollectedas authorized under subsection (a)
shall be transmittedquarterly to the StateTreasury andshall be deposited
in theaccount. Moneyssodepositedare herebyappropriatedon approval
of the Governor to the Department of Community and Economic
Developmentfor thepurposeof educationand training progra-msprovided
by the PennsylvaniaConstruction Codes Academyfor municipal code
officials and individualsemployedby third-party agenciesunder contract
to a municipality.

Section3. This actshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The19th dayof February,A.D. 2004.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


