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No. 2004-15

AN ACT

HB 100

Providing for the availability of and accessto a comprehensivetraumacaresystem;
andimposingpowersand dutiesupontheDepartmentof PublicWelfare.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known andmay be cited as the PennsylvaniaTrauma

SystemsStabilizationAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following wordsand phraseswhen usedin this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unless the contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Comprehensiveemergency services.” The capacity of a hospital
emergencydepartmentto maintainstaffandprovide immediateandadvanced
carefor all patientswho requiretraumacaretreatment24 hoursper day and
sevendaysperweekbasedontheavailability of thefollowing services:

(1) At leasttwo qualifiedphysiciansto stafftheemergencydepartment
during periodsof peakutilization.

(2) At leastoneregisterednurseor technicianwith specializedtraining
in advancedlife supporttechniques.

(3) Anesthesiaservicesat all times.
(4) Physicianspecialistswho canimmediatelyconsultby telephoneor

radio andcanreportimmediatelyto thehospitalemergencydepartmentas
needed.

(5) Ancillary services,such as laboratory,radiology, pharmacyand
respiratory therapy, at all times, with appropriatepersonnelwho can
reportimmediatelyto thehospitalemergencydepartmentasneeded.
“Department.” TheDepartmentof Public Welfareof theCommonwealth.
“Foundation.” The PennsylvaniaTraumaSystemsFoundationasdefined

in section3 of the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45), known as the
EmergencyMedicalServicesAct.

“Hospital.” An entity locatedin this Commonwealththat is licensedas a
hospital under the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as the
HealthCareFacilitiesAct.

“Secretary.” TheSecretaryof PublicWelfareof the Commonwealth.
“Traumacare.” Medical servicesprovidedto an individualwith a severe,

life-threateninginjury which is likely to produce mortality or permanent
disability.

“Traumacenter.” A hospital accreditedas a Level I, Level II or Level III
traumacenterby thePennsylvaniaTraumaSystemFoundationin accordance
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with this act andsection6 of theact of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164,No.45),known
astheEmergencyMedical ServicesAct.
Section3. Accreditationof Level III traumacenters.

(a) Standards.—Thefoundationshall accreditLevel III traumacentersin
accordancewith establishedstandards,which shall bebaseduponthe current
guidelines for trauma centers as defined by the American College of
Surgeonsfor Level III traumacenters.The accreditationprocessshall be
conductedin compliancewith section6 of the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164,
No.45),knownas theEmergencyMedical ServicesAct.

(b) Additional requirements.—Inaddition to the Level III standards
establishedby the foundationundersubsection(a), a hospitalmustmeetall
of thefollowing criteriato qualify for LevelHI accreditation:

(1) Providecomprehensiveemergencyservices.
(2) Total on an annualbasisat least4,000 inpatientadmissionsfrom

its emergencydepartment.
(3) Be locatedin a countywith no Level I or Level II traumacenter.
(4) Be locatedmore than 25 miles travel distancefrom a Level I or

Level II traumacenter.
(c) Submissionof applicationrequired.—Tobe eligible for accreditation

asaLevel III traumacenterandto qualify for fundsunderthis act, aneligible
hospital must submit an application to the foundation for the purposeof
determining compliance with the standardsundersubsection(a) and the
criteria undersubsection(b). No later than 30 daysaftertheeffectivedateof
this section,an applicationshall be developedby the foundationandmade
availableto eligible hospitalapplicants.

(d) Review of application.—Within 120 days of the receipt of an
application,the foundationshall completeits review of the application to
determinecompliancewith the standardsundersubsection(a) andthecriteria
undersubsection(b). No later than 120 days from the completion of that
review, the foundationshall grantor denya certificateof accreditationfor
thosehospitalsseekingto be qualified asLevel III traumacenters.

(e) Reviewof Level III traumacenters.—Nolaterthanfive yearsafterthe
effective date of this section,the foundationshall reassessthe impact of
Level III traumacenterson patientoutcomesandon the traumasystemas a
whole.Thereportwith recommendationsshallbe forwardedto the Secretary
of Health, the Public Healthand Welfare Committeeof the Senateand the
HealthandHumanServicesCommitteeof theHouseof Representatives.

(I) Othertraumacenterreferences.—ALevel III traumacenteraccredited
under this act shall not be consideredan accreditedtrauma center for
purposesof anyotheract.
Section4. Submissionof list.

(a) Level I andLevel II traumacenters.—Within30 daysof theeffective
dateof this sectionandannuallythereafter,thefoundationshallsubmit to the
departmentits list of accreditedLevel I andLevel II traumacenters with
updatesas necessary.
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(b) Level III traumacenters.—Within15 daysof the initial approvalof
anaccreditedLevel III traumacenterundersection3(d), thefoundationshall
submit that information to the department.The foundationshall maintaina
completelist of all accreditedLevel III traumacentersand providethe list to
the department on an annual basis with updates as necessary.
Section5. Funding.

(a) Distribution.—Effectivefor fiscal year 2003-2004and each year
thereafter,the departmentshall distribute annually from available funds
appropriatedfor this purpose a disproportionateshare paymentto each
accreditedLevel I, Level II or Level III traumacenter for the purposeof
improving accessto readily available andcoordinatedtraumacare for the
citizensof this Commonwealth.

(b) Funding.—Thedepartmentshall seekto maximizeany Federalfunds,
includingfundsobtainedpursuantto Title XIX of theSocial SecurityAct (49
Stat.620,42 U.S.C.§ 1396et seq.)availablefor traumacarestabilization.

(c) Paymentcalculation.—
(1) Paymentto qualifiedhospitalsshallbeallocatedas follows:

(i) Ninety percentof availablefunds shall beallocatedto hospitals
accreditedas Level I andLevel II traumacenters.

(ii) The remaining10% shallbeallocatedto hospitalsaccreditedas
Level III traumacenters.
(2) Paymentto eachqualifying hospital accreditedas a Level I or

Level II trauma centershall be calculatedusing data provided by the
foundationasfollows:

(i) Fifty percentof the total amountavailablefor Level I andLevel
II traumacentersshallbe allocatedequallyamongLevel I andLevel II
traumacenters.

(ii) Fifty percentof thetotal amountavailablefor Level I andLevel
H traumacentersshallbeallocatedon thebasisof eachtraumacenter’s
percentageof medical assistanceand uninsuredtrauma casesand
patient days compared to the Statewidetotal number of medical
assistanceanduninsuredtraumacasesandpatientdaysfor all Level I
andLevel II traumacenters.
(3) Subject to paragraph(4), paymentto eachqualifying hospital

accreditedas a Level III trauma centershall be calculatedusing the
information anddataprovidedby thefoundationasfollows:

(i) Fifty percentof the total amountavailablefor Level III trauma
centersshallbe allocatedequallyamongall Level III traumacenters.

(ii) Fifty percentof thetotal amount availablefor Level III trauma
centers shall be allocated on the basis of each trauma center’s
percentageof medical assistanceand uninsuredtrauma casesand
patient days comparedto the Statewidetotal number of medical
assistanceanduninsuredtraumacasesandpatientdaysfor all Level III
traumacenters.
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(4) Paymentto eachqualifying hospital accreditedas a Level HI may
not be greaterthan 50% of the averageStatewideannualpaymentto a
Level II traumacenteras determinedin the methodologydescribedin
paragraph(2).

Section6. Notification of traumacenterclosure.
A hospital that receives funds pursuant to this act shall notify the

department,the foundation and the Departmentof Health of its intent to
ceaseoperationof its traumacenterno later than60 daysprior to closureof
thattraumacenter.
Section7. Reporting.

(a) General rule.—On March 1, 2005, and annually thereafter,the
departmentshallreportto the Public HealthandWelfare Committeeof the
Senateand the Health and Human ServicesCommitteeof the House of
Representativeson the traumacentersfundedunderthis act.

(b) Contentsof report—Thereportshalldo all of thefollowing:
(1) Identify thetraumacentersreceivingfunds.
(2) Statethe amountreceivedandthenumberof individualsserved.
(3) Make any recommendationsfor improvementsin this act which

furtherpromotethe availability of traumacare servicesto the citizensof
this Commonwealth.

Section8. Transitionprovisions.
Pendingthe issuanceof a certificateof accreditationto Level III trauma

centerspursuantto section3(d), thefoundationshall verify andcertify thata
hospitalproviding traumacaremeetsthe criteriaset forth in section3(b) for
purposesof funding pursuant to section 5(c). This section shall expire
December31, 2004.
Section9. Repeals.

All actsandpartsof actsarerepealedinsofarasthey areinconsistentwith
this act.
Section30. Effective date.

Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The24thdayof March,A.D. 2004.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


