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ANACT

SB 751

Amendingthe actof December20, 1985 (P.L.457,No.112),entitled“An actrelating
to the right to practicemedicineand surgeryand the right to practice medically
relatedacts;reestablishingtheStateBoardof MedicalEducationandLicensureas
the State Board of Medicine and providing for its composition, powers and
duties; providing for the issuanceof licensesandcertificatesand the suspension
and revocation of licenses and certificates;providing penalties; and making
repeals,” further providing for respiratorycare practitioners;and providing for
continuingrespiratorycareeducation.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section36.1(b) of the act of December20, 1985 (P.L.457,
No.112), known as the Medical PracticeAct of 1985,addedJuly 2, 1993
(P.L.424, No.60), is amendedand the section is amendedby adding a
subsectionto read:
Section36.1. Respiratorycarepractitionercertificatesandpermits.

(b) Temporarypermits.—~Twelvemonths after the effective date of
this section,the] The boardshall issuetemporarypermits for thepracticeof
respiratorycare to individualswho haveapplied for certification from the
boardandwho meetanyof thefollowing requirements:

(1) Graduationfrom an accreditedrespiratorycare training program
recognizedby the board.

(2) Enrollment in an accreditedrespiratorycare training program
recognizedby the board,if the individual is expectedto graduatewithin
30 daysfromthedateof application.

(3) Designationas a “Certified Respiratory[TherapyTechnician]
Therapist” or a “Registered Respiratory Therapist” by a nationally
recognizedcredentialingagencyapprovedby theboard.

(4) Continuousprovisionof respiratorycareservicesfora minimumof
12 monthsimmediatelyprecedingtheeffectivedateof this section.

(5) Holdingcertification,licensureor registrationas arespiratorycare
practitionerissuedby anotherstate,the District of Columbiaor a territory
of the United States,wherethe requirementsfor licensure,registrationor
certificationaresubstantiallysimilar to thoserequiredby theboard.

(t) Continuingeducation.—
(1) The board shall adopt, promulgate and enforce rules and

regulations consistent with the provisions of this act establishing
requirementsof continuing educationto bemet by individuals holding
certification as respiratory care practitioners under this act as a
conditionfor certificate renewal.The regulationsshall includeanyfees
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necessaryfor the board to carry out its responsibilities under this
section.

(2) Beginning with the licenseperiod designatedby regulation,
certificateholdersshall be requiredto attendandcomplete20 hoursof
mandatory continuing education during each two-year certificate
period.

(3) An individualapplyingfor thefirst timefor certification in this
Commonwealthshall be exemptedfrom the continuing education
requirement for the biennial renewal period following initial
certification.

(4) The board may waive all or a portion of the continuing
educationrequirementfor biennialrenewalfor a certificateholderwho
shows to the satisfactionof the board that he or she was unableto
completethe requirementsdue to seriousillness, military service or
otherdemonstratedhardship.Therequestshallbemadein writing, with
appropriate documentation, and shall include a description of
circumstancessufficientto show whythe certificateholder is unableto
comply with the continuingeducation requirement. Waiver requests
shall beevaluatedby theboardon a case-by-casebasis. Theboardshall
sendthe certificateholder written notification of its approval or denial
ofa waiverrequest.

(5) A certificate holderseekingto reinstate an inactive or lapsed
certificate shall show proof of compliance with the continuing
educationrequirementfor theprecedingbiennium.

(6) All courses, locations, instructors and providers shall be
approvedby theboard. Nocredit shall begivenfor anycoursein offwe
management.

• (7). The boardshall initiate thepromulgationofregulationsto carry
outtheprovisionsofthis sectionwithin oneyearof theeffectivedateof
this section.
Section2. This actshalltakeeffect in 60days.

APPROVED—The2nd dayof July, A.D. 2004.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


