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• No. 2004-80

AN ACT

HB 2433

Amending the actof July 31, 2003 (P.L.73,No.17), entitled“An act establishinga
grant programfor volunteerfire companiesand volunteerambulanceservices;
and providing for grant funding,” further providing for award of grants,for
expensesincurred by the PennsylvaniaEmergencyManagementAgency; and
providingfor allocationof appropriatedfunds.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. •Sections 303, 503, 703, 901 and 902 of the act of July 31,
2003 (P.L.73, No.17),known as the VolunteerFire CompanyandVolunteer
AmbulanceServiceGrantAct, areamendedto read:
Section303. Award of grants.

(a) Authorization.—Theagencyis hereby authorizedto make a [one-
time] grantawardto eacheligible volunteerfire companyfor thefollowing:

(1) Constructionand/orrenovationof the fire company’sfacility and
purchaseor repair of fixtures and furnishings necessaryto maintain or
improve the capabilityof the companyto provide fire, ambulanceand
rescueservices.

(2) Repairof firefighting, ambulanceor rescueequipmentor purchase
thereof.

(3) Debtreductionassociatedwith paragraph(1) or (2).
(4) Trainingandcertificationof members.

(b) Limits.—
(1) Except asprovidedin paragraph(3), grantsshallbe not less than

$2,500andnot morethan$15,000pervolunteerfire company.
(2) Grants may be awardedon a pro rata basis if the total dollar

amountof approvedapplicationsexceedsthe amountof funds [allocated
in section702] appropriatedby the GeneralAssemblyfor thispurpose.

(3) In a municipality where thereare two or more volunteerfire
companiesand if two or more fire companiesconsolidatedtheir useof
equipment,firefightersandservicesbetweenJuly 1, 1998,andthe dateof
enactmentof this act, eachentity from which the consolidatedentity was
createdwill beeligible for a grantas thoughit hadnot consolidated.
(c) Time for filing applicationanddepartmentaction.—

(1) The agencyshall provideapplicationsfor grantsunderthis act to
the fire chief and presidentof every volunteerfire company in this
Commonwealthon or beforeJuly 31, [2003] 2004.

(2) Volunteerfire companiesseekinggrantsunderthis actshall submit
completedapplicationsto the agencyon or beforeDecember31, [2003]
2004.The agencyshall act to approveor disapprovethe applicationby
May 1, [2004] 2005. Applications which have not beenapprovedor
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disapprovedby the agency by May 1, [2004] 2005, shall be deemed
approved.
(d) Eligibility.—To receivegrant funds underthis act, a volunteerfire

company shall have actively respondedto one or more fire or rescue
emergenciessince July 1, [2002] 2003, and must sign an agreementto
actively participatein the PennsylvaniaFire InformationReporting System
which is administeredby theagency.
Section503. Award of grants.

(a) Authorization.—Theagencyis hereby authorizedto make a [one-
time] grant award to each eligible volunteer ambulanceservice for the
following:

(1) Construction and/or renovation of the volunteer ambulance
service’s facility andpurchaseor repair of fixtures, furnishings,office
equipmentand support servicesnecessaryto maintain or improve the
capability of the ambulanceservice to provide ambulance,emergency
medical,basiclife supportandadvancedlife supportservices.

(2) Repairof ambulanceequipmentor purchasethereof.
(3) Debt reductionassociatedwith paragraph(1) or (2).
(4) Training andcertificationof members.

(b) Limits.—
(1) Grantsshallbe not lessthan $2,500andnot morethan$10,000per

volunteerambulanceservice.
(2) Grants may be awardedon a pro ratabasis if the total dollar

amountof approvedapplicationsexceedsthe amountof funds [allocated
in section703] appropriatedby the GeneralAssemblyfor thispurpose.
(c) Timefor filing applicationanddepartmentaction.—

(1) The agencyshall provideapplicationsfor grantsunder this act to
thepresidentof everyvolunteerambulanceservicein this Commonwealth
on or beforeJuly31, [200312004.

(2) Volunteerambulanceservicesseekinggrantsunder this chapter
shall submitcompletedapplicationsto theagencyon or beforeDecember
31, [2003] 2004. The agency shall act to approve or disapprovethe
applicationby May 1, [2004] 2005. Applications which have not been
approvedor disapprovedby the agencyby May 1, [2004] 2005,shall be
deemedapproved.

Section703. [Prohibition]Allocationofappropriatedfunds.
(a) Prohibition.—No moneys from the appropriation for volunteer

companygrants[undersection225of the act of March 20,2003(P.L.463,
No.1A), known as the General Appropriation Act of 2003,]shall be used
for expensesor costsincurredby the agencyfor the administrationof the
grantprogramsauthorizedunderChapters3 and5.

(b) Grant allocation.—Unless otherwise expressly stated, moneys
appropriatedto theagencyfor purposesof volunteercompanygrantsshall
beallocatedasfollows:
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(1) 88%oftheamountappropriatedshall be usedfor makinggrants
to eligible volunteerfire companiesunder Chapter3.

(2) 12%oftheamountappropriatedshall beusedfor makinggrants
to eligible volunteerambulancecompaniesunder Chapter5.

Section901. Expirationof authority.
The authority of the agencyto awardgrantsunderChapters3 and 5 shall

expireJune30, [200412005.
[Section902. Declaration.

The General Assembly declaresthat this act satisfies the enabling
legislation requirement containedin the appropriation to the agencyfor
volunteer company grants under section 225 of the act of March 20,
2003 (P.L.463, No.1A), known as the General Appropriation Act of
2003, that no moneys from said appropriation may be expendeduntil
enablinglegislationis enacted.]

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 15thday of July, A.D. 2004.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


