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No. 2004-82

AN ACT

SB 157

Amendingthe actof March 10, 1949(P.L.30,No.14),entitled“An actrelatingto the
public school system,including certain provisionsapplicableas well to private
and parochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingand changingthe laws
relating thereto,” further providing for firefighter and emergencyservicetraining
as creditable high school courses;reenactingprovisions relating to education
empowermentdistricts and for temporary aid for school districts affected by
reductionsin assessedvalue of realestate;reenactingprovisionsfor powers and
dutiesof the StateBoardof Education;andprovidingfor regulationof creditcard
marketingon a collegeor universitycampus.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1550 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, addedDecember23, 2003
(P.L.304,No.48),is amendedto read:

Section 1550. Firefighter and Emergency Service
Training.—(a) Beginningwith the2003-2004school year andeachschool
year thereafter,a schooldistrict mayoffer firefighterandemergencyservice
training as credit-earningcoursesto studentsof theageof sixteen(16)years
or older. Suchcoursesmay include:

(1) Training as a FirefighterI from the NationalBoardon Fire Service
ProfessionalQualifications.

(2) Training asan emergencymedicaltechnician[by the Department of
Health under] pursuantto the actof July 3, 1985 (P.L.164,No.45),known
asthe “EmergencyMedicalServicesAct.”

(b) A schooldistrict thatoffers firefighterandemergencyservicetraining
as credit-earningcoursesshall provide transportationto and supervision
during any firefighter and emergencyservice training programthat takes
place off school grounds.Supervisionof training shall be conductedas a
cooperativeeducationprogramin accordancewith the provisionsof 22 Pa.
Code§ 11.28(relatingto out-of-schoolprograms).

Section2. Section1705-B(h)(4)of the act, amendedDecember23,2003
(P.L.304,No.48), is reenactedto read:

Section 1705-B. EducationEmpowermentDistricts._* * *

(h) * * *

(4) The departmentmay utilize up to $2,000,000of undistributedfunds
not expended,encumberedor committedfrom appropriationsfor grantsand
subsidiesmadeto the departmentto assistschool districts certified as an
educationempowermentdistrict under paragraph(3). There is hereby
establisheda restrictedaccount from which paymentsunderthis paragraph
shall bepaid.Fundsshallbe transferredby theSecretaryof theBudgetto the
restricted account to the extent necessaryto make payments under this
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paragraph.Fundsin therestrictedaccountare herebyappropriatedto carry
out thepurposesof this paragraph.The subsidypaymentfrom this account
shall be utilized to supplementtheoperationalbudgetof the eligible school
districts. This paragraphshall apply to fiscal years 2000-2001,2001-2002,
2002-2003and2003-2004andshallexpireJune30, 2004.

Section3. The actis amendedby addinganarticle toread:

ARTICLEXXHI-A.
CREDITCARDMARKETING.

Section 2301-A. Definitions.—Forthe purposesof this article the
following termsshallhavethefollowingmeanings:

(1) “Board” shallmeanthe StateBoardofEducation.
(2) “Campus”shall includethepremisesandgroundsofan institution

ofhighereducation.
(3) “Credit card debt educationliterature” shallmeanthe information

developedby a collegeoruniversity,by a registerednonprofitorganization,
creditcard marketerorby othersources,as identifiedandapprovedby the
institution ofhighereducationthatdetailsthe appropriateuse,benefitand
risk ofincurring debtthroughtheuseofcreditcards.

(4) “Credit card marketer” shall include a person, corporation,
financial institution or businessentity that promotes,offers or accepts
applicationsfor a credit card.

(5) “Institution ofhighereducation”meansany ofthefollowing:
(i) A communitycollegeoperatingunderArticleXIX-A.
(ii) A universitywithin the StateSystemofHigherEducation.
(iii) ThePennsylvaniaStateUniversity.
(iv) The UniversityofPittsburgh.
(v) TempleUniversity.
(vi) Lincoln University.
(vii) Any other institution that is hereafter designatedas “State-

related”by theCommonwealth.
(viii) Anyaccreditedprivateor independentcollegeor university.
(6) “Student” shallmeana personwho is at least18yearsofageand

whoattendsan institutionofhighereducation,whetherenrolledon a full-
time orpart-timebasis.

Section 2302-A. Regulation of On-Campus Credit Card
Marketing.—Theboardshall require an institution ofhighereducationto
establisha policy that regulatesthe marketingof credit cards on campus.
Thepolicy mayprohibit any marketingof credit cardson the campus.In
establishingthepolicy, the institution of higher educationshall consider
all of thefollowing:

(1) Requiringregistrationofon-campuscredit card marketers.
(2) Limiting credit card marketersto specific areas of the campus

designatedby theinstitutionofhighereducation.
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(3) Prohibiting creditcard marketersfrom offering gifts toa studentin
exchangefor completinga credit card application unless the studenthas
beenprovidedcredit card debt educationliterature, which includes,but is
not limited to, brochuresof written orelectronicinformation.

(4) Providing, at least quarterly, credit card debt education literature
with campusbookstorepurchases.

(5) Incorporating into orientation programming a credit card debt
educationpresentation.

Section 2303-A. Construction.—Nothing in this article shall be
construedto imposecivil or criminal liability on an institution of higher
educationfor any claim involvingstudentcreditcarddebt.

Section 4. Sections2502.30and2603-B(d)(10)(iii) of the act, amended
December23, 2003(P.L.304,No.48),arereenactedto read:

Section 2502.30. TemporarySpecialAid to SchoolDistricts Suffering
Loss of Tax Revenue Due to Reductionin AssessedValuationof Taxable
Property.—(a) Temporary specialaid shall be paid in fiscal years 1994-
1995, 1995-1996, 1996-1997, 1997-1998, 1998-1999, 1999-2000, 2001-
2002, 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 to school districts experiencinga severe
reductionin local revenuedue to a declinein theassessedvalueof taxable
properties. The allocation to these districts shall be determined by
multiplying the reductionin assessedvalue between1985-1986and 1992-
1993 by the 1992-1993realestatemillage rate. This aid shall bepaid from
undistributed funds not expended, encumbered or committed from
appropriationsfor grantsand subsidies made to the Department of Education.
No other funds shall be used for assistance under this section.Thesefunds
shall be sufficient to provide temporaryrelief to sevenschool districts in
fiscal year 1995-1996 at seventy-five per centum (75%) of the funds received
in fiscal year 1994-1995, in fiscal year 1996-1997 at fifty percentum(50%)
of the funds receivedin fiscal year 1994-1995, in fiscal year 1997-1998,
1998-1999 and in fiscal year 1999-2000 at twenty-five per centum (25%) of

the funds received in fiscal year 1994-1995. For fiscal years 2001-2002,
2002-2003 and2003-2004 to the extent fundsare availableasdeterminedby
the Secretaryof the Budget,qualifying schooldistrictsshall receivetwenty-
five percentum(25%)of the funds received in fiscalyear 1994-1995.

(b) Payments made pursuant to subsection (a) shall be paid from a
restrictedreceipt account,which is herebyestablished,for suchpayments.
Fundsshall be transferredby the Secretaryof the Budget to the restricted
accountonly to theextentnecessaryto makethepaymentsauthorizedby this
section.The money in therestrictedaccountis herebyappropriatedfrom the
accountfor purposesof this section.

(c) Thissection shall expire October 1, 2004.
Section 2603-B. PowersandDuties of theBoard._* * *

(d) Theboardshall alsohavetheauthorityanddutyto:

(10) * * *
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(iii) Thesestandardsshallbe exemptfrom:
(A) Sections201 through 205 of the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769,

No.240),referredto astheCommonwealthDocumentsLaw.
(C) The act of June 25, 1982 (P.L.633, No.181), known as the

“RegulatoryReviewAct.”
(D) This subclauseshallexpireJune30,2004.
***

Section5. The reenactmentof sections1705-B(h)(4),2502.30and2603-
B(d)(10)(iii) of theactshall applyretroactivelyto June30,2003.

Section6. This actshalltakeeffectas follows:
(1) The reenactmentof sections 1705-B(h)(4), 2502.30 and 2603-

B(d)(l0)(iii) of theactshalltakeeffectimmediately.
(2) The amendmentof section 1550 of the act shall take effect

immediately.
(3) Section5 of this actandthis sectionshalltakeeffectimmediately.
(4) Theremainderof this act shalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The15th dayof July, A.D. 2004.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


