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AN ACT

SB 769

Providingfor immunizationagainsttheinfluenzavirus andpneumococcaldiseasefor

elderlypersons.
The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known and may be cited as theElderly Immunization

Act.
Section2. Definitions.

The following wordsand phraseswhen used in this act shall havethe
meaningsgiven to them in this section unless the contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Department.”TheDepartmentof Healthof theCommonwealth.
“Eligible person.” A person65 yearsof ageor older.
“Facilities providingongoingmedicalcare.” Physicians’ offices,public

health clinics, hemodialysiscenters, hospital specialty-careclinics and
outpatientrehabilitationprograms.

“Hospital.” An institution licensedas a hospital by the Departmentof
Healthpursuantto Chapter8 of the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130,No.48),
knownasthe HealthCareFacilitiesAct.
Section3. Vaccinationofferedto eligible persons.

(a) Generalrule.—Whenaneligible personis admittedto a hospitalfor a
periodof more than 24 hours for a conditionunrelatedto the influenzavirus
or pneumococcaldisease,he or she shall be informed that a vaccinationfor
the influenzavirus andpneumococcaldiseaseis available andprovided the
opportunity to receive vaccination against the influenza virus and
pneumococcaldiseaseprior to dischargefrom the hospital. Immunization
shall beconductedin accordancewith therecommendationsof theAdvisory
Committeeon ImmunizationPracticesof theCentersfor DiseaseControl and
Prevention.

(b) Other facilities to offer vaccination.—Vaccinationfor the influenza
virus andpneumococcaldiseaseshall also beofferedto aneligible personat
facilities providingongoingmedicalcareto the extentpossibleas determined
by the facility. If the facility determinesit is not possibleto provide the
vaccine, information shall be provided to the patient on other optionsfor
obtainingthevaccine.

(c) Time framefor availability of influenzaandpneumococcalvaccine.—
(1) The influenzavaccineshallbe madeavailablefor eligible persons

during the months of October andNovember.Vaccinationefforts may
continueinto Decemberandlaterbasedon availability of thevaccine.
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(2) Thepneumococcalvaccineshallbeavailablefor eligible persons.
(d) Protocols.—Vaccinesmay be administered under institution-

approvedorphysician-approvedprotocolsafteranassessmenthasbeenmade
for contraindications.

(e) Responsibilityof person administering vaccine.—It shall be the
responsibilityof thepersonadministeringthevaccineto inquire asto whether
the eligible personhasalreadyreceiveda vaccinationagainstthe influenza
virus or pneumococcaldisease.

(f) Documentationof vaccine.—Receiptof the vaccination shall be
documentedon thepatient’schartandmadeapart of thepatient’spermanent
recordat thehospitalorother facility.
Section4. Responsibilitiesof department.

(a) Promulgation of regulations.—Thedepartment may promulgate
regulations relating to this act, taking into consideration the
recommendationsof theAdvisory Committeeon ImmunizationPracticesof
theCentersfor DiseaseControlandPrevention.

(b) Educational materials.—The department shall make available
educationaland informational materialsto all hospitalsandother facilities
providingongoingmedicalcareconcerningvaccinationagainstthe influenza
virus andpneumococcaldisease.
Section5. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffect in 90 days.

APPROVED—The15th dayof July, A.D. 2004.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


