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No. 2004-122

AN ACT

HB138

Amendingthe act ofJune29, 1953 (P.L.304,No.66), entitled“An actproviding for
the administration of a statewide system of vital statistics; prescribing the
functionsof theStateDepartmentof Health,the StateAdvisory HealthBoardand
local registrars;imposingdutiesuponcoroners,prothonotaries,clerksof orphans’
court, physicians,midwives andother persons;requiringreportsandcertificates
for the registrationof vital statistics;regulatingthe dispositionof deadbodies;
limiting the disclosureof records;prescribingthe sufficiency of vital statistics
records as evidence; prescribing fees and penalties; and revising and
consolidating the laws relating thereto,” providing for the Vital Statistics
ImprovementAccount;andfurtherproviding for local registrars’fees,for reports
to countyregistrationcommissionsandfor issuanceof certificatesof death.

The General Assembly of the CommonWealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Theactof June29, 1953 (P.L.304,No.66),known as theVital

StatisticsLaw of 1953,is amendedby addingasectionto read:
Section 206. Vital StatisticsImprovementAccount.—(a) There is

hereby establishedthe Vital StatisticsImprovementAccountas a restricted
accountwithin the GeneralFund.

(b) All moneystransmitted to the departmentpursuant to section
304(b)and onedollar ($1)of eachfeereceivedpursuantto section804.1
shall bepaidintothe Vital StatisticsImprovementAccount.

(c) Moneyspaid into the Vital StatisticsImprovementAccountare
herebyappropriatedupon approvalofthe Governorto thedepartmentand
shallbedistributedasfollows:

(1) Beginning with calendar year 2005 and each calendar year
thereafter,one-thirdofthefundstransmittedto thedepartmentpursuantto
section304(b)during theprior calendaryearand depositedin the Vital
StatisticsImprovementAccountand onedollar ($1) ofeachfeereceived
pursuantto section804.1 in theprior calendaryearanddepositedin the
Vital StatisticsImprovementAccountshall be distributednot later than
June30, 2005, and eachJune 30 thereafter, to the countycoroner or
medicalexaminerofeachcountyofthis Commonwealthproportionateto
the numberof deaths in the countyas a percentageofthe total deaths
occurring in this Commonwealthin the prior calendar year. Such
distributionshall notrequirea contractorgrantagreement.

(2) Fundsremainingafterthe distribution underparagraph(1) shall
be retainedin the Vital StatisticsImprovementAccountandshall be used
for administrative expensesof the departmentfor implementingand
maintaining the systemfor suchpaymentsunderparagraph(1) andfor
improvementsto thevitalstatisticssystem.
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(3) Countycoronersor medicalexaminersshall usethefundsreceived
under this section for the purposes of laboratory or necropsy room
modernization, including supplies, equipment, training and office and
laboratoryfacility improvementor the modernizationof equipmentused
forforensicinvestigation.

Section2. Section304 of the act, amendedDecember20, 1991 (P.L.399,
No.46),is amendedto read:

Section 304. Registration Districts: Local Registrars’
Compensation.—(a)Eachlocal registrarshall be paid a fee of one dollar
($1) for eachcertificatetransmittedin accordancewith theprovisionsof this
actor for eachreportof no certificatesfiled during any calendarmonth. The
fees prescribedby this section shall be paid by the Commonwealthfrom
fundsappropriatedto thedepartment.

(b) Local registrarsshall issue certificates of death from original
certificatesof death in their possessionupon completion of a period of
instruction on the preparation of certificates by representativesof the
Division of Vital Records.Foreachcertificateissued,the local registrarshall
receivea fee of [two dollars ($2).]sixdollars ($6)from therequester.-Each
fee receivedby the local registrar shall be distributedas follows: three
dollars ($3) shall be retainedby the local registrarand threedollars ($3)
shall be transmittedto the departmentfor depositin the Vital Statistics
ImprovementAccount.

(c) (1) A local registrarmaynot [receivean aggregateamount of fees
in excessof thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000) in any one calendar
year.] becompensatedin excessofsixtythousanddollars ($60,000)in any
one calendaryear. Compensationshall include feesreceivedfrom the
departmentunder subsection (a) and retainedfrom requestersunder
subsection(b).

(2) Upon reaching the limitation on compensationset forth under
clause(1) in any onecalendaryear, the local registrarshall transmitall
additionalfeesreceivedundersubsection(b) to thedepartmentfor deposit
asfollows:

(i) Three dollars ($3) shall be depositedin the Vital Statistics
ImprovementFund.

(ii) Threedollars ($3)shallbedepositedin the GeneralFund.
(d) Any regulationinconsistentwith or contraryto theprovisionsof this

sectionis superseded.
Section 3. Section 801.1 of.theact, addedAugust 18, 1961 (P.L.1011,

No.452),is amendedto read:
Section 801.1. Records: Reports to County Registration

Commissions.—Thedepartmentshall report monthly in writing to the
registration commissionof each county the deaths of residents of such
counties,exceptresidentsless than [twenty] eighteenyears of age, for the
precedingmonth. Saidreportshallcontainthefull nameof thedecedent,his
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orher lastaddress,thedateof hisorher birth if available,andthedateof his
orher death.

Section4. Theactis amendedby addingasectiontoread:
Section804.1. Departmentof Health OfficeActing in Lieu of Local

Registrar.—When there is no local registrar, upon application and
paymentof a fee of nine dollars ($9), the local departmentoffice shall
issue a certificate of death. Eachfee receivedby the local department
officeshall be distributedasfollows: eight dollars ($8) shall be deposited
in the General Fund and one dollar ($1) shall be retained by the
departmentfor distribution to the countycoroneror medicalexamineras
providedfor in section206.

• Section5. This actshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The23rdday of November,A.D. 2004.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


