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No. 2004-236

AN ACT

HB 709

AmendingTitle 18 (CrimesandOffenses)of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,

further providingfor crueltytoanimals.
The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section5511(c)of Title 18 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedand the section is amendedby adding a subsectionto
read:
§ 5511. Cruelty to animals.

***

(c) Cruelty to animals.—
(1) A person commits [a summary]an offenseif he wantonly or

cruelly ilitreats,overloads,beats,otherwiseabusesanyanimal,or neglects
any animal as to which he has a duty of care, whether belonging to
himselfor otherwise,or abandonsany animal,or deprivesanyanimal of
necessarysustenance,drink, shelteror veterinarycare, or accessto clean
and sanitary shelter which will protect the animal against inclement
weatherandpreservetheanimal’s body heatandkeepit dry.

(2) (i) Exceptasprovidedin subparagraph(ii), a personconvicted
ofviolatingparagraph(1) commitsa summaryoffense.

(ii) A person convictedfor a secondor subsequenttime of
violatingparagraph(1) commitsa misdemeanorof the third degree
if all ofthefollowingoccurred:

(A) Theaction oromissionfor which thepersonwasconvicted
for a subsequenttimewasperformedon a dogorcat.

(B) The dog or cat was seriously injured, suffered severe
physical distress or was placed at imminent risk of serious
physicalharmasthe resultoftheperson’sactionor omission.

(3) This subsectionshall not apply to activity undertakenin normal
agriculturaloperation.
***

(m.2) Prohibition of ownership.—Notwithstandingany provision of
law and in addition to any otherpenaltyprovidedby law, the authority
imposingsentenceupona convictionfor any violation ofthis sectionmay
order the prohibition or limitation of the defendant’s ownership,
possession,control or custodyof animalsor employmentwith the careof
animalsfor a periodoftime notto exceedthestatutorymaximumterm of
imprisonmentapplicable to the offensefor which sentenceis being
imposed.

***
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Section2. This actshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The8thdayof December,A.D. 2004.

LAWS OFPENNSYLVANIA

EDWARD G. RENDELL


