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AN ACT

HB2

Providing for submissionof a questionto the electorateauthorizing incurring of
indebtednessfor the maintenanceand protectionof theenvironment,openspace
and farmland preservation,watershedprotection,abandonedmine reclamation,
acidmine drainageremediationandotherenvironmentalinitiatives.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Growing Greener

Environmental Stewardship and Watershed Protection Enhancement
AuthorizationAct.
Section2. Authorizationto incur indebtedness.

Pursuant to the provisions of section 7(a)(3) of Article VIII of the
ConstitutionofPennsylvania,thequestionof incurringindebtednessofup to
$625,000,000for themaintenanceandprotectionof the environment,open
spaceand farmland preservation,watershedprotection, abandonedmine
reclamation, acid mine drainage remediation and other environmental
initiativesshallbesubmittedto the electorsatthemunicipalprimaryin 2005.
Section3. Certification.

TheSecretaryof theCommonwealthshallforthwithcertify thequestionto
thecountyboardsofelections.
Section4. Questionto electorate.

Thequestionshallbein thefollowing form:
Do you favor authorizing the Commonwealthto borrow up to
$625,000,000,for themaintenanceandprotectionof the environment,
open space and farmland preservation, watershed protection,
abandonedmine reclamation, acid mine drainageremediation and
otherenvironmentalinitiatives?

Section5. Electionprocedure.
The election shall be conductedin accordancewith the act of June3,

1937 (P.L.1333,No.320),knownasthePennsylvaniaElectionCode,except
that:

(1) any requirementsfor advertisingor noticerelatedto the question
areherebywaived;

(2) the requirementfor a statementpursuantto section201.1 of the
ElectionCodeis herebywaived;

(3) anyauthority of the Secretaryof theCommonwealthto determine
theformof thequestionis herebyabrogated;and

(4) the deadline for all boards of elections throughout this
Commonwealthto acceptreceiptof andcanvassabsenteeballotsproperly
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castby absentuniformedservicesandoverseasvotersis extendeduntil 5
p.m.easterndaylightsavingtime, Tuesday,May 31,2005.

Section6. Useof proceeds.
Proceedsof the borrowing shall be usedas determinedby the General

Assemblyby law for the maintenanceand protectionof the environment,
open space and farmland preservation,watershedprotection, abandoned
mine reclamation,acid mine drainageremediationand otherenvironmental
initiatives.
Section7. Debtservicelimitation.

This act shallnot be construedas authorizingthe impositionof any new
tax or fee or permittingthe increaseof any existingtax or fee to repaythe
borrowing authorizedby the approvalby the electorateof the questionset
forthinsection4.
Section8. Effectivedate.

Thisact shalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The13thdayof April, A.D. 2005.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


