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No. 2005-36

AN ACT

SB 722

Amending theact of July 6, 1989 (P.L.169, No.32), entitled,as amended,“An act
providing for the regulation of storage tanks and tank facilities; imposing
additionalpowersanddutieson theDepartmentof EnvironmentalProtectionand
theEnvironmentQuality Board;andmakinganappropriation,”further providing
for definition of “department,” for powers and duties of the Environmental
Quality Board, for interim requirementsfor abovegroundstorage tanks and
undergroundstoragetanks,for theexpirationof theadditional allocationand for
the UndergroundStorageTankEnvironmentalCleanupProgram;and providing
for investigationsandclosurecosts.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Thedefinitionof “department”in section103 of theactof July
6, 1989 (P.L.169,No.32),known as the StorageTankandSpill Prevention
Act, is amendedto read:
Section103. Defmitions.

The following wordsandphraseswhenused in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Department.” The Department of Environmental IResources]
Protection of theCommonwealth.

Section2. Sections106 and302 headingand(a) of theact areamended
to read:
Section106. Powersanddutiesof EnvironmentalQuality Board.

(a) General authority.—The Environmental Quality Board shallhavethe
powerand its duty shall be to adoptrules andregulationsof thedepartment
governing abovegroundandundergroundstoragetanks to accomplishthe
purposesandcarryout theprovisionsof this act.

(b) Regictration fees.—The registration fees established under sections
302 and 502shall bepermanent fees paid by tank owners.This subsection
shall expire December 31, 2009.
Section302. Interim requirementsforaboveground storage tanks.

(a) Registration feesand requirements.—
(1) lUntil alternative feesare established by the department by

regulation, annualj Annual registration fees to be paid by owners of
abovegroundstoragetanksareherebyestablishedasfollows:

(i) Three hundred dollars for eachabovegroundstoragetankwitha
capacityof morethan50,000gallons.
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(ii) Onehundredtwenty-five dollars for eachabovegroundstorage
tankwith a capacityof more than5,000gallonsand less thanor equal
to 50,000gallons.

(iii) Fifty dollarsforeachabovegroundstoragetankwith a capacity
ofup to orequalto 5,000gallons.
(2) Theownerof anyabovegroundstoragetankwitha capacitygreater

than 5,000 gallonsshall, along with the registrationfee, submit to the
departmentall informationrequiredon thedataplate requiredby section
8.1 of API 650 Large Welded StorageTanks (Atmospheric) and such
otherinformation asis requiredby thedepartment.

Section3. Section502 headingand(a) of theact, amendedJune26, 1995
(P.L.79,No.16),is amendedto read:
Section502. Interim requirementsanddiscontinuedusefor underground

storage tanks.
(a) Registrationfees and requirements.—~Untilalternativefees are

establishedby thedepartmentby regulation,an]An annualfee of $50 for
eachundergroundstoragetank to be paid by ownersof the underground
storagetankis herebyestablished.

Section4. Section7l0(b.2)and (c) of the act, addedJanuary30, 1998
(P.L.46,No.13) and reenactedandamendedDecember20, 2000 (P.L.726,
No.100),areamendedto read:
Section710. UndergroundStorageTankEnvironmentalCleanupProgram.

(b.2) Additional allocation.—No more than $500,000of the annual
allocation for the Underground Storage Tank Environmental Cleanup
Programmay be used for costs of correctiveaction to assist owners of
undergroundstoragetankswith a capacityof 3,000gallonsor less usedfor
storingheatingoil for consumptionon the premiseswherestored.Payments
madefor eligible releasesshall be limited in amountto the actual costsof
correctiveactionor to $5,000,whicheveris less.The amount allowedshall
be subjectto a $1,000 deductiblewhich shall be paid first by theclaimant.
Thissubsectionshall expireJune30, [2005] 2007. On or beforethatdatethe
boardshall makeareportto the GeneralAssemblywith recommendations.
The boardmay promulgateregulationsto carry out the provisionsof this
subsection.

(c) Implementation.—TheDepartmentof EnvironmentalProtectionshall
assist the board with the implementationof this program and shall be
reimbursedby the board from the fund for actualcosts incurred for the
corrective actions taken.I, but in no event shall the departmentlThe
department shall also be reimbursedfrom the fund for any administrative
costs.
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Section5. Theactis amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section 713. Investigation and closure costs.

(a) Investigation and closure review costs.—The department may
request the board to reimburse the department up to $3,000,000 annually
for its costs related to investigating, determining responsibility, overseeing
remediation and third party response and closing out cases of spills and
leaks related to storage tanks beginning in fiscalyear 2007-2008.

(b) Elements of reimbursement requesL—The department request for
reimbursement shall include the following:

(1) A workload analysis.
(2) Past and projected administrative costs based on the population

ofaboveground and underground tanks.
(3) Past and projected revenues from all sources offunds, Federal

and State.
(4) Reasons for changes in projected costs.
(5) Steps taken by the department to reduce costs.

Section6. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The5thdayofJuly, A.D. 2005.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


