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No. 2005-74

AN ACT
HB 1606

Establishingaprogramfor breastand cervical cancerscreeningservicesfor certain
eligible women;and providing for thepowers anddutiesof the Departmentof
Health.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
Thisact shallbeknownandmaybe citedasthe PennsylvaniaBreastand

CervicalCancerEarlyScreeningAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following wordsandphraseswhenused in this act shall havethe
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Clinical breastexamination.” A breastexaminationperformedby a
healthcareprofessionalfor thepurposeof detectingbreastcancer.

“Department.” TheDepartmentof Healthof theCommonwealth.
“Papanicolaoutest” or “Pap test.” A microscopicexaminationof cells

scrapedfromthecervix.
“Pelvic examination.” A physical examinationof the uterus, vagina,

ovaries,fallopiantubes,bladderandrectum.
“Program.” The Pennsylvania Breast and Cervical Cancer Early

ScreeningProgramestablishedin section3.
“Screening mammogram.” A radiologic procedurefurnished to an

asymptomaticwomanfor thepurposeofearlydetectionof breastcancer.The
termincludesa physician’sinterpretationof theresultsof such-procedure.
Section 3. PennsylvaniaBreast and Cervical Cancer Early Screening

Programestablished.
(a) Program established.—Thereis hereby establishedwithin the

Departmentof Healtha programtobeknown asthePennsylvaniaBreastand
Cervical Cancer Early ScreeningProgram, which shall provide for the
availabilityof annualbreastcancerandcervicalcancerscreeningservicesfor
low-incomeunderinsuredanduninsuredwomen who are 40 to 49 yearsof
age.

(b) Screeningservices.—Theprogramshall be administeredby the
departmentfor womenwho are eligible undersubsection(c) and shall be
targetedtowardswomenwho areathighrisk forbreastandcervicalcancer.

(c) Eligibility.—To be eligible for the program,anindividual mustmeet
all of thefollowingrequirements:

(1) Bea womanwho is 40 to 49 yearsof age.



408 Act 2005-74 LAWS OFPENNSYLVANIA

(2) Have a family incomethatdoesnot exceed250%of theFederal
povertylevel.

(3) Have no health insurancecoveragefor screeningmammograms,
clinical breastexaminations,Pap tests and pelvic examinations for
women.

Section4. Reportto GeneralAssembly.
The departmentshall makeanannualreportto theGeneralAssemblyon

the implementationof this act.
Section5. Rulesandregulations.

The departmentmay promulgatesuchregulationsasmaybe necessaryto
implementthis act.
Section6. Funding.

Services provided under the program shall not be considered an
entitlement and shall be subject to available funds appropriatedfor this
purpose.
Section7. Effectivedate.

Thisact shalltakeeffectJuly1, 2006.

APPROVED—The22nddayof November,A.D. 2005.

EDWARD 0. RENDELL


