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No. 2005-85

AN ACT
HB 1686

AmendingTitle 18 (CrimesandOffenses)ofthePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
further providing for the offenses of paintball guns and paintball markers,
criminal mischiefandsaleanduseof air rifles.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Sections2707.2, 3304(a) and 6304(g) of Title 18 of the
PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesareamendedto read:
§ 2707.2. Paintballgunsandpaintballmarkers.

(a) Unlawful carryingin vehicle.—
[(1) Exceptas set forth in paragraph(2), an individual maynot

carrya paintballgunor a paintballmarkerin a vehicleon ahighway
unlessoneof thefollowing apply:

(i) The paintballgun or paintballmarkeris disassembledso
that thepropellantcanisteris separatefrom therestof the device
andthedeviceis emptyof encapsulatedgelatinpaintballs.

(ii) The propellantcanisterof the paintballgun or paintball
markerhasbeenemptiedof its gasor air propellantandthedevice
isemptyof encapsulatedgelatinpaintballs.I
(1.1) Exceptas setforth in paragraph (2), an individual maynot

carry a painibail gun or a paintball markerin a vehicleon a highway
unlessall ofthefollowingapply:

(i) The painthall gun or painthall marker is empty of
encapsulatedgelatinpainthall&

(ii) The propellant sourceon the paintball gun or paintball
markerisdisconnected,disabledorturnedoff

(iii) Thepaintballsare storedin a separateandclosedcontainer.
(iv) Thepainthallgunorpaintballmarkeris:

(A) in a securewrapper;
(B) hasa barrel-blockingdeviceinstalled;or
(C) is not readily or directly accessiblefrom the passenger

compartmentofthe vehicle.
(2) Paragraph1(1)1 (1.1) doesnot apply to a commercialpaintball

field, range or course where passengersare being transportedby the
commercialfield, rangeor courseoperatorto andfrom designatedplayer
areas.
(a.1) Unlawful dischargeofpaintball gun orpaintball marker.—An

individualmaynotdischargeorfire a painthallgunorpaintball markerat
a personwho is notparticipating in painthall gamesorpaintball-related
recreationalactivities.
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(b) Penalty.—Apersonwho violates this sectioncommits a summary
offense.

(c) Definitions.—Asusedin this section,thefollowingwordsandphrases
shallhavethemeaningsgivento themin this subsection:

“Barrel-blocking device.” A devicewhich captures or preventsthe
discharge of an encapsulatedgelatin painthall from a painthall gun or
painthall marker andmeetsthespecjflcationsof theAmericanSocietyfor
TestingMaterials (ASTM) F2271-03(StandardSpec~flcationfor Paintball
Marker BarrelBlockingDevices)or itssuccessor.

“Paintball gun.” A devicedesignedandmanufacturedto propel,by gasor
air, anencapsulatedgelatinpaintball.

“Paintball marker.” A devicedesignedandmanufacturedto propel, by
gasor air, anencapsulatedgelatinpaintball.
§ 3304. Criminalmischief.

(a) Offensedefined.—Apersonis guilty of criminal mischiefif he:
(1) damagestangiblepropertyof anotherintentionally,recklessly,or

by negligencein the employmentof fire, explosives,or otherdangerous
meanslisted in section3302(a) of this title (relatingto causingor risking
catastrophe);

(2) intentionally or recklesslytamperswith tangible property of
anothersoasto endangerpersonorproperty;

(3) intentionallyor recklesslycausesanotherto sufferpecuniaryloss
by deceptionor threat;

(4) intentionally defaces or otherwisedamagestangible public
propertyor tangiblepropertyofanotherwith graffiti by useof anyaerosol
spray-paintcan,broad-tippedindelible markeror similar marking device;

(or]
(5) intentionallydamagesrealor personalpropertyofanother~.J;or
(6) intentionally defacespersonal,private or public property by

dischargingapainthallgun orpaintballmarker atthatproperty.

§ 6304. Saleanduseof air rifles.

(g) Definitions.—Asusedin this sectionthe followingwordsandphrases
shallhavethemeaningsgivento themin thissubsection:

“Air (rifles] rifle.” Any airgun, airpistol, spring gun,springpistol, B-B
gun, or anyimplementthat is nota firearm,whichimpelsapelletof anykind
with a force that canreasonablybe expectedto causebodily harm. The term
doesnot include a paintballgun orpaintballmarker asdefinedin section
270Z2(relating topainthailgunsandpainthail markers).

“Dealer.” Any personengagedin the businessof selling at retail or
rentinganyair rifles.
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Section2. Thisactshall takeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The22nddayof December,A.D. 2005.
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EDWARD G. RENDELL


