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No. 2006-44

AN ACT
SB 1081

Amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
furtherprovidingfor limitationsandeligibility in educationalassistance-program.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 3202 of Title 51 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read:
§ 3202. Eligibility.

(a) Generalrule.—A PennsylvaniaNationalGuardmemberis eligible to
receivea public serviceeducationalgrantunder this chapterif themember
meetsall of the following eligibility criteria:

(1) The memberisa qualifiedresidentof this Commonwealth.
(2) IThel Exceptasotherwiseprovidedin subsection(c) andsection

3206(b)(relating to limitations), the member is a member in good
standingandhasbeena satisfactoryparticipantin PennsylvaniaNational
Guardactivities fora minimum serviceperiodestablishedby theAdjutant
General.

(3) The memberhasenrolledasa studentin anapprovedprogramof
educationat anapprovedinstitutionof higherlearning.
(b) Additional eligibility criteria for full-time student assistance

grants—Inadditionto the eligibility criteria specified in subsection(a), a
studentmustmeetthe following eligibility criteria to qualify for a full-time
studentassistancegrant:

(1) Thememberdoesnotpossessabaccalaureatedegree.
(2) The memberacceptsan obligation to serve in the Pennsylvania

National Guardfor a period of six yearsfrom the date of entry into the
programby enlistment,reenlistment,extensionof enlistmentor execution
of a servicecommitment.

(3) The memberhas enrolledas a full-time studentin an approved
programof educationat anapprovedinstitution of higherlearning.

(4) The memberis not receivinga ReserveOfficer Training Corps
(ROTC) Scholarship, excluding a GuaranteedReserve Forces Duty
Scholarship.
(c) Discharge for disability incurred in the line of duty.—A

PennsylvaniaNational Guard member who is dischargedfor medical
disability afier September11, 2001,shall remain eligible to receivea public
serviceeducationalgrant under this chapterif the membermeetsall ofthe
following eligibility criteria:

(1) The medical disability was incurred in the line of duty andwas
not theresultofmisconduct.
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(2) Themedicalconditiongiving rise to the dischargedid not exist
prior to the memberentering service in the PennsylvaniaNational
GuanL

(3) Themedicaldisability wasincurredwhileperformingauthorized
military dutyother thanbasictraining, advancedindividual training or
otherequivalentinitial training.

(4) Theformermemberreceivedan honorabledischargefor medical
reasons.

(5) Theformermemberhadacceptedan obligation to servein the
PennsylvaniaNational Guard for a minimum period of service
establishedby the AdjutantGeneralandwasqualifiedto havefulfilled
such serviceobligation butfor the medicaldisability that resultedin
discharge.

(6) Theformer membercommencesa full-time orpart-time course
ofstudywithin twoyearsofmedicaldischargeor within twoyearsofthe
effective date of this subsection,such course of study having a
completiondateofnotmorethansixyearsfollowing thedateofmedical
dischargefor membersdischargedfor medicaldisability on or afterthe
effectivedateofthis subsectionor ofnot morethansixyearsfollowing
the effective date of this subsectionfor membersdischargedfor a
medical disability after September11, 2001, and beforethe effrctive
date of this subsection.The Adjutant Generalmayfor good cause
extendthesedeadlineswhentheformermember’sdisability is shownto
require additional time for the former member to commenceor
completea courseofstudy.

(7) Theformer membermeetsall eligibility criteria specifiedin
subsections(a) and(b) exceptmembershipin thePennsylvaniaNational
GuanL
Section 2. Section 3206(b) of Title 51, amendedDecember22, 2005

(P.L.44l,No.82),is amendedto read:
§ 3206. Limitations.

(b) Active duty.—
(1) Except as otherwiseprovided in paragraph(2) or (3), no grant

paymentsshall be madeunder this chapter except during the eligible
member’s term of service as a member in good standing of the
PennsylvaniaNationalGuard.

(2) For eligible memberswho werecalledor orderedto activeFederal
serviceor activeStatedutyundersection508 (relatingto activeStateduty
for emergency)after September11, 2001,the deadlinefor making grant
paymentsshall be extendedfor oneadditional month for eachmonthor
part of monthof suchserviceafter the memberis dischargedor released
underhonorableconditionsfromthePennsylvaniaNational Guard.
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(3) For membersdischargedbecauseofa disability incurred in the
line of duty who are eligible under section 3202(c) (relating to
eligibility), thedeadlinefor makinggrantpaymentsshall be:

(i) Sixyearsafter the member’smedicaldischargefor members
dischargedfor a medicaldisability on or after the effectivedateof
thisparagraphunlessextendedundersection3202(c)(6).

(ii) Six yearsfollowingthe effectivedateof this paragraphfor
membersdischargedfor a medical disability after September11,
2001, andbeforetheeffrctivedateofthis paragraphunlessextended
undersection3202(c)(6).

Section 3. Theamendmentor additionof 51 Pa.C.S.§~3202(a)and(c)
and 3206(b) shall apply to grants awarded for any course of study
commencedon orafterMay 1, 2006.

Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The11th dayof May,A.D. 2006.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


